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PREFACE. 




NTERING as vre now are upon the publication of 
a third volume of the " Current Notes/' the 
Second Volume of which we have herewith the 
pleasure of presenting in a complete form to 
the Public, our first duty as it is our pleasure 
is to thank our Subscribers most cordially for 
the very liberal support we have received from 
them during its progress. It is so seldom 
that the productions of the Customer and the 
Tradesman form part of the same Periodical, that it is no wonder if the Publisher 
of the '^ Current Notes" feels a little elated by seeing his humble eflForts for the 
^J^tertainment of the Public in such good company. But this patronage, so far from 
bulling his exertions in his legitimate pursuit — that of promoting the diffusion of Books 
^ their widest extent — ^will only stimulate him to fresh efforts, and while he continues 
^ place before hia Customers the best Books, he trusts that they will be as liberal as 
^therto in their contributions of Current Notes. 

The Price Current of Literature, indeed, now occupies a position distinct from that 

^^ ^Uiy other Bookseller*^ Catalogue ever presented to the public, for it not only furnishes 

Monthly Ust of the principal New Publications, followed by a constant succession of 

^dard Works in e"^^^^ department of Ancient and Modem Literature, selected with 

^^ adjudgment ba^ ^^ likewise presents a medium for Literary Inquirers to prosecute 

^^ fesearcbes and ixxt^rdtajd^e their opinions. Nor is this correspondence confined to 
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o»n land. ftom. tit^ Colonies and America, over which it ranges in its wide 
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iv PREFACE. 

circulation^ we continue to receive gratifying testimonials to its usefulness, as well as 
accessions to its columns^ and have reason to believe it is duly appreciated by those whose 
favoiu* it is our study to deserve and interest to secure. 

The aim of the publisher has been to establish a literary organ of communication 
amongst his numerous Subscribers and Friends^ by inviting their correspondence^ and 
throwing open his columns to their inquiries and suggestions^ and thus by propounding 
queries^ solving difficulties^ and eliciting new facts, rendering some slight service to the 
cause of Historical and Literary Truth. So cordially have they responded to this invitation, 
that the task of selection has been sometimes a difficult, though always a pleasing one. 
If there have been any communications from Correspondents which have not met with due 
regard and consideration, it must be pleaded in apology that this miscellany of curious in- 
formation necessarily embraces so wide a field, that in gathering in the harvest it is not 
surprising if a few ears of com escape the gleaner's hand. If it be said that occasionally 
too much notice has been taken of ^' unconsidered trifles/' and that the objects regarded 
were too minute and insignificant to justify the patient attention bestowed upon them ; 
the saying of Dr. Johnson may be adopted as a justification, that 'Hhe man who 
removes the smallest obstacle in the pathway of Literature becomes its benefactor.'' 
History is built up of fragments as the pyramid is formed of single stones; and 
if we have only laid bare one doubtful point, or elucidated one novel fact, — if we 
have but stripped off the moss clinging to some ruined archway of the past, or 
decyphered one mouldering inscription, — then our work has been accomplished, and our 
toil repaid. 

The publisher wishes it to be distinctly understood that he is not the author of any 
representations or opinions which may appear in the Current Notes. Every statement, 
therefore, is open to correction or discussion, and the writers of the several paragraphs 
must be considered alone responsible for their assertions. Holding himself aloof from 
the bias of all personal interest or party feeling, the publisher can make due allowance 
for difference of opinion, and like heralds in the tournament, after proclaiming the titles 
of the respective champions, quietly retires and awaits the issue of the fray. If in the heat 
of this literary joust of arms, the combatants have broken spears somewhat too hotly, 
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PEEPACE. V 

let it be remembered that he is only a spectator of the chivalrous feud — which, after all, 
has for its sole object the rescue of Truth, in the words of the old knightly motto, " sans 
tache et sans reproche/' 

It is a mournful task to record the death of the gifted — to follow Genius to its 
grave. Our Obituary of the past year chronicles the death of many who were giants in 
the realms of thought, and whom the world of science and learning could ill afford to 
lose. Wellington, of whom (as was said of Csesar) it is difficult to decide whether he 
fought or wrote with the greater spirit ; Eliot Waebueton, the Historian and Novelist ; 
Macoillivbay, the Naturalist ; Scrofe, the Deerstalker ; Johannot, the Artist ; the 
gay and accomplished Count D'Orsat; Landseeb, the Engraver; Mantell, the 
(reologist — are now numbered with the dead. Pugin, too, has passed away^he, whose 
whole life was but one continued aspiration after the Beautiful in Christian Art ; the 
harp of Moore is silent, and awakens no echoes in the tomb. 

Upon one occurrence of the past year, however, the publisher has particularly to 
congratulate his Subscribers; namely the Free Trade movement which has broken up the 
monopoly of the Booksellers* Association, increased the sale of books, and imparted new 
vigour and activity to the cause of literature. Cheapness in the price of books becomes 
an important auxiliary in the diffusion of knowledge. It is not merely a trade, but a social 
question, on account of the power it possesses of advancing intellectual improvement. 
The thirst for knowledge must be considerably influenced by the means we have at hand 
to supply and satisfy its craving. Long before Lord Campbell pronounced his judgment, 
the publisher was impressed with the truth of these views, and had steadily adhered to 
them as the basis of his business. The recent Postal Regulations have also tended to faci- 
litate the purchase of books. By their means he has been enabled not only to forward 
the Price Current to his Subscribers at a trifling cost, but to execute and transmit orders 
from a thin pamphlet to a ponderous volume. Facilities of a like nature now exist for 
sending books to the Colonies ; and instead of being obliged to forward as heretofore, 
even the smallest book as a package at a high charge for conveyance, any moderate-sized 
volume, if left open at the ends, will reach its destination in the letter-bags, at a very 

trifling cost. 
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The publisher thinks it not inappropriate to reprint in this place the following 
Notice to Correspondents. 

O. Willis begs to express his acknowledgments for tlie nnmerons interesting communications which have been 
forwarded to him, and will feel obliged by the receipt of any original articles on subjects, either of a literary or an 
antiquarian nature. Woodcuts, illustrative of subjects requiring them, will be executed at his expense. 

All communications intended for insertion in the " Current Notes,** must be accompanied by the Writer's real 
name and address, which are merely required as a guarantee of his good futh, and not for publication, except at his 
desire. 

While cordially reiterating the sentiments expressed in the first of the preceding 
paragraphs, the publisher can assure his Subscribers that the work^ intended as a boon 
to themselves^ has proved an equal source of gratification to him ; and so^ with mutual 
good wishes^ trusts they may long continue, in the words of Milton, " with plain and 
lightsome brevity to relate well and orderly things worth the noting.'' 
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No. XIIL] 



' I will make a prief of it in my Note-Book." — Shakspb&e. 



[January, 1852. 



NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 

To THE " Price Cureknt op Literature.** 

G. Willis gFatefdlly ncknowledges the Tarious interest- 
ing documents and letters he has received. He is anxious 
that it should be perfectly understood that he is not the 
author of any statement, representation, or opinion, that 
may appear in his '* Current Notes," which are merely selec- 
tions from communications made to him in the course of 
his business, and which appear to him to merit attention. 
Every statement therefore is open to correction or discus- 
sion, and the writers of the several paragraphs should be 
considered as alone responsible for their assertions. Al- 
though many notes have hitherto appeared anonymously, 
or with initial letters, yet wherever a serious contradiction 
is involved, G. Willis trusts that his Correspondents will 
feel the necessity of allowing him to make use of their 
names when property required. 



THE ENVIRONS OF LONDON. 



Original Letter from the late Sir Robert PeeL 

WhitehaU, July 7th, 1840. 
Mt dear Sir, 

Do not you think a very interesting work 
might be written, to be entitled an Historical Account 
of the celebrated Villas in the neighbourhood of London. 
I mean rather the Villas that have been — than those 
that now exist. 

Look at Horace Walpole's Song on Strawberry Hill. 
How many places are tnere mentioned which have his- 
torical recollections connected with them, which it 
would be worth preserving. 

There must be always great interest about the locali- 
ties in the neighbourhocS of the metropolis. In that 
song alone are mentioned 

Gunnersbury, Greenwich, 

Sion, Marble Hill» 

Chiswick, Oatlands, 

Strawberry Hill, Clermont, 

Southcote, 
you might add Wanstead, Wimbledon, Holland HoifSe, 
and a hundred others — many with very curious anec- 
dotes of local and personal history connected with them. 
Perhaps I overrate the interest with which such a 
book would be read. I certainly do not, if it would 
equal that, with which I myself read the account of 
places in the neighbourhood of Paris, remarkable in 
iristory, but the traces of which — many of which at 
least — are fast fading away ; such as 

Maisons, Sceaux, 

Meudon, Chantilli, 

&c. &c. 



Hampton Court, the ancient Palace at Richmond, Kew, 
&c &c. might enter into the work. 

Very truly yours, 

Robert Peel. 
The County Histories would form a substratum for 
the work— but every thing would depend upon the live- 
liness and accuracy of the details. 

The late J. M. W. Turner, Esq. R.A. 

Sir,— As it 
appears from the 
public Prints 
that the late 
eminent artist, 
J. M.W.Turner, 
never sat for 
his Portrait ; — 
and the only 
likenesses of 
him were taken 
by stealth, 
I send you 
a rude sketch 
which I took of 
him in the same 
way, about the 
year 1805 or 6. 
He was then on 
a visit at Mr. 
Fawkes*s, of 
Farnley, where 
a number of 
CTouse shooters 
had assembled, 
— and Turner 
had adopted the 
garb of a sports- 
man. His ap- 
pearance, as well as his exploits on the moors, were the 
subject of much mirth. 

One day we accompanied him on an excursion, for 
the purpose of taking a sketch of the magnificent scenery 
of Gordiale, in Craven, from which he afterwards pro- 
duced a finished painting. 

My rude sketch of his person was considered a 
characteristic resemblance at the time ; and though it 
has the air of a caricature, yet was not meant as such 
when it was drawn. 

If you think it would interest the readers of your 
" Current Notes," you will perhaps give it as an illustra- 
tion. If not, I will thank you to return it to me. 

Yours, &c. 

G^^LT.A. 




WILLIS'S CURRENT NOTES 



MONTTVBNTAL BRASSES REMOVED FROM THE ChURCHES 
OF FULHAM. AND ChELSEA. 

Mr. Geo. Willis, — Your Correspondent, under the 
head of " Antiquarian Sacrilege,*' {Current Notes for 
December, ». 91,) seems not to be aware that almost 
all Church Brasses, with very few exceptions, were torn 
from their places b; the sectarian soldiers in CromwelPs 
time, who affected to consider such thinjgs idolatrous. 
They were for the most part sold for om brass, and 
some authority (I forget who at this moment), tells us 
that, in consequence of the number at one time brought 
into the market, the price of brass was decreased in 

Sroportion. There were very few Antiquaries in those 
ays, consequently a very small number of these dese- 
crated Brasses have been preserved, and for those we 
possess we are indebted to such men as Ashmole, Lilly, 
and others of that class, who, though sufficiently fan- 
tastic and visionary in their pursuits, were still men of 
some learning and taste. 

Some, if not the whole of the lots alluded to by your 
Correspondent, came into the possession of the late John 
Meyrick, Esq., through an ancestor of his wife, whose 
name was " Rush," and the only sacrilege committed by 
the late Mr. Meyrick seems to have wen the preser- 
vation of these things from destruction. 

I have frequently heard the late Sir S. R. Meyrick 
mention these Brasses, and regret they were not in his 
possession. One of his Executors. 



Sterne's Autograph. 

Mr. Geo. Willis,— I have never met with the fact 
in print, that some few of the first editions of Tristram 
Shandy have the autograph of the author at the head 
of the first chapter in some or one of the volumes, a 
facsimile of which, in the 7th volume of the copy in my 
possession, I send you, 



^^^^^rptej' 



Whether this was done for the gratification of Sterne's 
particular friends, or for what other purpose, I am igno- 
rant ; perhaps some of your corrorpondents can throw 
some light upon the subject. A. C. K. 

Ward's " Grand Rebellion.'* 
I was rejoiced at the first glance at F. C. B.'s com- 
munication (p. 88 " Current Notes" for November), 
but doubts very soon arose, whether some oversight had 
not occurred in taking the portrait of Robert Bertie, 
for that enquired after, which is Montague Bertie. 
On turning to Granger I found this to be the case, for 
the portrait which F. C. B. has, is there given as Robert, 
so that I fear the right one remains yet wm est in- 
ventus, for I do not consider ** A Dealer," as speaking 
from any distinct recollection of such a portrait, which 
must be an 8vo. one, whereas Faithome's is in 4to. 
Oak House. A. 



Date of Thomas Hood's Death. 

Dec. 26th, 1851. 
Sir,— I find, on referring to a biographical sketch 
added to an autograph of the late Thos. Hood, at the 
time of his death, that that event took place, as surmised 
by your correspondent C. {" Current Notes," p. 90), on 
3rd May, 1845. 

Yours obediently, 
Mr. WiUig. S. S. 

Mrs. Fenwick observing in Willis's " Current Notes" 
that some one enquires when Hood died, she writes to 
say, he expired on the 3rd May, 1845. The above in- 
formation Mr. Willis may depend upon being correct, 
as it is from the late Mr. Hood's daughter, who is mar- 
ried to the Rev. S. Broderip, Rector of Cossington, 
Somersetshire. 

Three Rock Houses, Tenby, Jan. 15, 1852. 

Blackwood's Magazine. — I. P. (Philadelphia, Nov. 
18,1851), writes to G.W.: 

"Can you tell me who contributed to Blackwood's 
Magazine, May, 1838, the pleasant paper, ' Father Tom 
and the Pope; or a Night at the Vatican?' Tlie im- 
pression prevails here that it was written by Maginn." 

It was understood at tJte time to be a Mr, Fergu- 
son^ a writer in some Dublin papisr, — a Wexford man. 
F. M. 

Fraser's Magazine. 

Sir, — Your correspondent, A. K., (" Current Notes" 
for December, p. 90], will find in Fraser's Magazine, 
No. 121, Vol. 21, a list of the portraits published m that 
periodical. 

Mr. WiUig. A. 

Caussin's Holt Court. 

Landscape Terrace, Cork, 
Dec 29. 1851. 

Dear Sir, — For the information of your two corres- 
pondents, " A Subscriber," and " R. 0. W." (" Current 
Notes" for December, p. 95), I b^ to repeat my asser- 
tion that there was an edition of " The Holy Court," 
by N. Caussin, published in Corie. In fact, (if I mis- 
take not), there were two editions, one in 1765, without 
plates ; and one in 1767, with very excellent plates. I 
can procure an imperfect copy of the former for either 
of your correspondents for one shilling ; and a fine copy 
of the latter for thirty to thirty-five shillings, full calf, 
with plates. 

The work was printed in Broad-lane — /perhaps so * 
called quasi " lucus a non lucendo," as the lane is cer- 
tainly rather narrow)— and was very well got up. The 
date and place of printing are thus given in the first 
edition : Corke : " Printed anno Domini 1765." 



Mr. Willis. 



I am, Sir, yours very truly, 

Wm. C. Nsligan. 
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The Sons or Noah. 

Dec. 22Dd« 
Sir,— I have examined Parkhursfs Hebrew Lexicon 
with reference to 0. S.— your correspondent's query, 
(see " Current Notes" for November, p. 85), concerning 
SheDd, Ham, and Japhet, and cannot discover the names 
to have any such primary meaning as was there ascribed 
to them ; though perhaps hy a litUe straining, and a few 
far-fetched ideas, such an mterpretation might be given 
--but it is so wholly unworthy of any one to torture his 
imaeination to suppose that the original signification of 
words should have been framed to suit a climate, that 
nothing more need be said. 

I remain. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
Mr. WiUit. C. M. J. 

TuBKiSH Coin. 

Southwick, near Oundle, 
Jan. Ist 1852. 
Sir,— In Kitto's Cyclopaedia of Biblical Literature, 
vol. 2. p. 37.9, there is a coin illustrated thus ; " 5. sup- 
posed ancient Jewish coin, representing drums." Kitto 
fives his authorities at the end of the article on Musical 
nstruments. 

Allow me to give the figure of 
the coin, and its interpretation : 

Read from left to right, the 
letters, or rather words, are: S F 
T R Ch N : in Turkish it reads, 
The Boundary of the Turks; 
and the two drum sticks ! are 
the pillars of Hercules, or the 
Calpe columna, and the Abyla 
columna.— -y.-B. The S (for «A) is a Cuneiform letter. 

T. R. Brown. 
Mr. Willis. 

The Deyonshirk Collection. — In renly to the 
inquiry of Mr, Willis's correspondent, " A Young Nu- 
mismatist," (" Current Notes" for December, p. 95), he 
is informed that the Duke of Devonshire's Collection of 
Coins was sold by auction a few years ago, and produced 
a very inconsiderable sum, to the surprise of everybody. 
This was accounted for by the manner in which the 
Coins were catalogued. It was well known as " The 
Devonshire Collection." 

S. H. H. . 

Discovert of the Tomb of St. Bbrichert, or, 
Berechtcne.— Mr. Windele the local historian of Cork, 
has circulated among his friends a Litho^aphic drawing 
of this very interesting monument, which he found at 
TuUileasc, a small hanSet on the border of the Counties 
of Cork and Limerick, within a mile of Dromcolleher. 
The tomb is a much more highly ornate specimen of an 
ancient cross than any of those engraved in Dr. Petrie's 
work on the Round Towers of Ireland. At Tullilease 
there are the ruins of an old Romanesque church, which 
was dedicated to St. Berichert or Berihert, a Saxon, 




whose name is now Anglicised into Benjamin, and whose 
death is recorded at a.d. 839, in the Four Masters. 
The Legend on the stone is in, Latin, (but very sorry 
Latin), and in the Irish character. It reads, '* QUI- 
CUNQUE (for ee) HUNC TITULUM LEGERIT 
ORAT (for oraU or oret) PRO BERECHTUNE. 
On the upper part of the stone, in one corner, are the 

letters pps or pp8^ 

Richard III. 

January 10th, 1832. 
Sir, — All our historians assert that Richard, Duke of 
Glo'ster paved his way to the crown by bastardizing, 
imprisoning, and assassinating his two nephews, Edward 
Prince of Wales and Richard Duke of York. How 
then are we to account for the provision made in the 
Wardrobe Roll for the Coronation of Richard III., 
July drd, 1483, (published in the Antiquarian Reper- 
tory, Vol. I, p. 29, 1807;) " The deliveree of divers 
Stuff' delivered for the use of Lorde Edmarae^ son of 
late Kyng Edward the Fourthe, tmd of his Henxe- 
men T* Then follows a particular account of the mate- 
rials for the " apparaill and array"' of " Prince 
Edward'* and his ♦• Uenxemen." Was he really 
present at his uncle's coronation ? There is no men- 
tion of the Duke of York. The Declaration of Tyrrell 
and Dighton, published in the ensuing reign by 
Henry vll., says, the young princes were murdered in 
July, 1483. If the words did not expressly state " Ed- 
warde, son of late Kyng Edwarae the Fourthe^ I 
should have concluded that it meant Richard III.'s 
own son Edward, by Lady Ann Nivelle, at that time 
about nine years of age. 

Yours, &c 0. S. 

American Testimonial to Mrs. Cowpen Clarke. 
New York, 13th December, 1851. 

About the time you receive this, you will probably 
hear of an American testimonial to that amiable woman, 
Mrs. Cowden Ckrke, to be presented to her by the 
American Minister, Mr. Abbot Lawrence, in the name 
of the subscribers, at the head of whom stands America's 
greatest and best statesman, Daniel Webster. 

This testimonial is in the shape of a magnificent 
Rosewood Library Chair, richly carved, and covered 
with the finest French Satin Brocade. It is at this 
moment on the AtUntic, in the " Atlantic," and insured 
by the Atlantic Insurance Company, for three hundred 
dollars. 

As the fame of Shakspbre is world-wide, sub- 
scriptions of five dollars each came in from all parts of 
the American Union — from the most northerly of all, 
Maine, — to Mexico. From Wisconsin, in the V«r-far- 
far West, to the shores of the Pacific, at San Francisco 
—they are thousands of miles apart from each other. 

Why have you left it to us poor Yankees " to take 
the wind out of your sails," in presenting a testimonial 
to the authoress of the Concordance to Shakspere? 
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Mr. Payne Collier, and such like dear fellows, who 
know so many eminent wealthy literati, ought, now that 
we have set you the example, to get up a subscription, and 
present Mrs. Clarke with some better Shaksperean testi- 
monial than a Chair ! What say you to a * First' Best 
Bed? But if the hangings of it beat our satin brocade 
cover, why I'll hang myself in despair — no I won't, but 
I'll eat it— bed— feathers and all. The Chair was to 
have been covered with the richest silk Genoa velvet, of 
a regal scarlet or crimson, but the lady of our Secretary 
of State, Mrs. Daniel Webster, would have it, that 
velvet covers were quite old-fashioned ; and as ladies 
best know what Mrill suit ladies, she was asked the favour 
to select the cover, and I guess you will admire it. 

Now for the freedom of America. Collins eave the 
Chair free passage. Edwards, Sandford and Co. con- 
veyed 'the case to the ship, and will convey it from 
Liverpool to London,/rtftf. They are Express men, and 
thus do we " go a-head." 

Catherine Hates and Father Mathew. 
. G. W.'s Correspondent adds :— 

" I receive your * Notes' regularly. The story about 
Katy Hayes in your November Number, p. 88, is some- 
what embellished by * your New York Special Re- 
porter.* I regret to tell you that she, poor girl, has 
quite put her foot in it here, and I am afraid will 
return poorer tlmn when she came. She or her agent 
or agents, pursued a silly course by, it is said, keeping 
almost open house to her countrymen at the Astor house, 
a very expensive hotel, where she ran up an enormous 
bill, and being unable to pay, the sheriff's officers carried 
off the receipts at some of her concerts— particularly that 
which she gave for that humbug hypocrite Father 
Mathew. There has been a great deal about it in our 
papers. Doctor Joy returned to England some time ago 
in disenst. Mathew absolutely had the temerity to 
make it appear that he could work miracles, puhliely, 
in the face of a large Catholic congregation, by restoring 
the sick and lame to health !'* 



Ethnolooy.— " G.W.'s New York Special Reporter," 
whose embellished style has been Questioned in ttie pre- 
ceding paragraph, states, that tie has forward^ a 
pamphlet, for which he will be duly thanked when it b 
received, " giving an account of a pretended iovaiiGj to 
the city of Eximaya, in Central America, by an £jig- 
lishman and two Spaniards, who are all * gone dead.* " 
Observing that, " It is a good Arabian Night's hoax. 
You will see," he remarkji, " the pamphlet is dated 
1850, but the children have only been exhibited here 
this week. There is no mistake about them, they are 
evidently children of a distinct and unknown race, come 
from whence they will. The recession of their foreheads 
is extraordinary. Their heads are wonderfully small, 
and in exact proportion to their bodies and limra. They 
are not dwarfs but pigmies ; about twelve years of age, 
lively and playful. They are not at Barnum's Museum, 
but at the rooms of the Society Library, and are ex- 
citing ycry great attention." 



The Jaryis Library Sale. 

This Sale, which has so long attracted the attention of 
American Bibliopoles, commenced on Tuesday, Noy. itlu 
It was the means of drawing together agents for the 
^nost prominent Libraries in the United States. Among 
others, the following Colleges and Institutions were 
represented :— Smithsonian Institution, Harvard College, 
Yale College, General Theological Seminary of New 
York, College of New Jersey, Brown University, Ro- 
chester University, Andover llieoloffical Seminary, New 
York State Library, New York Society Library, and the 
Historical Society of New York. 

The sale being the largest that ever took place in 
America, of any private library, the books brought fair 
prices. A volume of Tracts, containing the American 
Whig, &c. sold for 22 dollars 75 cents, to Bancroft, the 
historian. Byzantinro Historise Scriptores, a unique set, 
containing a beautiful MS. translation of the third 
volume of Nicephorus Gr^ras, sold for 475 dollars, to 
Prof. Ticknor, of Boston. Siblia Sacra Polyglotta, being 
the celebrated Complutensian Polyolott, 130 dollars, 
to the Rochester University. The Paris Polyglott, 100 
dollars, to Geo. Livermore, Esq. Boston. Vetus Testa- 
mentum GrsBcum, 40 dollars, Harvard College. Mura- 
tori, 37 vols, folio, 207 dollars, to the Theological 
Seminary, New York. Cranmer's Bible, 26 dollars, to 
Rochester University. Tyndale's Translation of the 
Pentateuch, 41 dollars, to John Wiley, Duchesne's 
Historical Collections, 24 dollars 50 cents, to Brown 
University, &c. &c. 

Thr Periodical Press of the Methodists in the 
United States. 
The Christian Advocate and Journal has a circu- 
lation of from 25 to 29,000 copies. The Missionary 
Advocate circulates 20,000 copies, and the Sunday 
School Advocate no less than 65,000 copies, with a 
yearly sale of Sunday School Books amounting to up- 
wards of £1000, or 5000 dollars. 

"Woodman, spare that Tree." 
General Morris, who is associated with Mr. N. P. 
Willis as Editor, and publisher of the " Home Journal," 
in New York, was, as all the world knows — or at least, 
as the United States ought to know, for it is something 
to be proud of to be possessed of a real living poet in 
these days — was the author of the words of a charming 
ballad, entitled, " Woodman, spare that Tree," which 
was sung effectively by an illustrious scion of the house 
of Russell. The parentage of this lyric havinff been 
claimed by a respectable Boston pajpier, {The Sunday 
News\ on behalf of a deceased literary gentleman 
named Woodward, who is said, in an unguarded 
moment, to have pawned his reputation upon the Wood- 
man, to die gallant General, »>r a glass of grog ; the 
General indignantly repudiates the whole statement; 
repeating that, "a slander well hoed grows like the 
devil ;'* and labours to establish the fact, that the Ame- 
rican General Morris is not to be by posterity identified 
with the English Captain of the sun^ name — as a song 
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The Bawdrick or Baldrogk. (Illustrated.) 

The Rectory, Clyst St George, Topsham, 
Jan. 2. 1852. 

Sir,— -You are publishing, in your " Current Notes," 
some nice little cuts of interesting relics of antiquity, 
for which all who delight in such things must feel 
thankful to you. 

May I asic you to put into your cutter's hands the 
rough sketch which I send with this ; and will you allow 
it to be introduced to the notice of your readers, as an 
illustration of the Bawdrick, or BaJdrock, which is the 
leather gear, with its appurtenances of the upper part 
of the clapper in old black-letter bells, and about which 
your readers may have seen a discussion, with extracts 
from old Churchwarden's accounts, in another valuable 
periodical of like character to your own, but in which 
at present no illustrations of any kind are admitted. 
You will oblige one of your subscribers. 

H. T. E. 
Mr. Willis. 

Skbtch of the Gear of an Old Bell Clapper. 




A. Crown Staple. 

B. Bawdrick or Baldrock of old Churchwarden's books, 
viz. stout white leather straps, shewing how fitted with 
intervening piece of hard wood and pin. 

C. Clapper, with stirrup top. 

D. " Busk Board,"" wbich at the lower end is tied 
Toimd the stem of the clapper, and by the pin above 
keeps the wood and leather all steady together, and the 
clapper works or swings on the cronm staple, having 
leather on the upper side, and hard wood unaer. 

H.T.B. 



Turnbuckle and Latch. — The figure you have 
engraved on p. 91 of your December " Notes," as a 
Turnbuckle, is the common casement latch of the 17th 
century; which may be found attached to the iron 
frame of casement windows in many old farm houses. 

A latch is not a turnbuckle, and no ironmonger's 
apprentice would confound the two. A latch is a bar 
moving up and down in a limited space — or, if back- 
wards and forwards, as in some locks — it is called the 
latch-bolt. A turnbuckle, as its name implies, turns 
round, and is only limited by the notch, &c. by which it 
holds. They are chiefly of two kinds : one is a spindle, 
with a knob or ring at one end, and a tongue or buckle 
at the other ; another is a handle with a tongue at- 
tached, moving together freely round, upon a pin or 
rivets, lliis latter kind has taken the place of the 
casement latch represented in your *' Current Notes" 
in present use. 

One who has been an Ironmonger's Apprentice. 



Architectural Restorations in Ireland. 

A small subscription, which was raised for the pur- 
pose of sustaining the failing walls of Buttevant Abbey, 
in the County of CJork, is about to be followed by Mr. 
Thomas Tobin, of Ballincollig, taking measures to uphold 
the Castle of Buttevant. 

The same good spirit animates Mr. Odell, the pro- 
prietor of Armnore, in the County of Waterford, who 
has determined to preserve the west gable of the Old 
Church, which is covered over with figures that, accord- 
ing to Ryland's History of Waterford, " with a good 
imagination, and some knowledge of the ancient Scrip- 
tures, may be made to exhibit an epitome of the history 
of the Old Testament." 



The Historical Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire. 

16th January, 1852. 

Sir, — If your refer to your "Current Notes" for 
April last, you will find engraved, at p. 27, a tobacco 
pipe, found when the Golden lion Inn at Fulham was 
pulled down in April, 1836. Now, Sir, it appears to 
me that this drawing of mine has been copied, without 
acknowledgment, from your Notes, in the Transactions 
of the Historical Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, 
Session iii. 1850-51, to illustrate a paper by Andrew 
James Lamb, Esq. Plate IV. No. 14. If not, I humbly 
conceive that Mr. Lamb, or the Rev. Dr. Hume, the 
Secretary, on behalf of the Society, is bound to state 
where the original pipe which figures in their Transac- 
tions exists, and how and when Mr. Lamb obtained his 
drawing or knowledge of it. This alone can disprove the 
charge which I make against the Historical Society of 
Lancashire and Cheshire, of cotying without acknow^ 
ledgment. my sketch /rem Willis's Notes. 
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Archjeological Publications. — In addition to those 
enumerated in G. W.'a " Current Notes" for December 
(p. 93), the first Number of " Reliquia Antiquse Ebor- 
acenses, or Remains of Antiquities relating to York, has 
appeared. 

In answer to W. B.'s communications, 6. W. con- 
ceives that the best mode of making a local work of this 
nature known, would be by a circular letter addressed to 
the resident Nobility, Clergy, and Gentry of Yorkshire, 
soliciting their countenance and support. 

The information desired respecting the publications of 
the Archeeological Societies named, may be obtained by 
W. B. addressing himself to their respective Secretaries, 
viz. 

M. A. Lower, Esq., Lewes. 

Rey. Dr. Hums, Liverpool. 

William Atrton, Esq., Chester. 

Samuel Ttmms, Esq., Bury St. Edmunds, and 

Henry Hasrod, Esq. Norwich. 



Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Mr. Willis is informed with reference to a paragraph 
which appeared in his " Current Notes" for December, 
p. 93, that the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, whose issues have been suspended since 
1846, will forthwith resume publishing. 



The Slogans of the North of England have 
been published by Mr. G. B. Richardson, of Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 

The British Museum. — A recent resolution of the 
Trustees of this National Establishment has been con- 
sidered, in certain Antiquarian circles, to present ** a 
fair specimen of double-dealing:" 

An Irish Numismatist. 



Autographic Biography. 

January drd, 1852. 
Sir,— I trust I shall not trespass upon the limits of 
your courtesy, if I beg your assistance with regard to 
the accompanying list of names, about whom I am 
anxious to gain any information as to dates of birth, 
death, or any subject of interest connected with the in- 
dividuals. 

As I live in the country and have not the facility of 
access to a library for reference, I avail myself of the 
medium of your instructive and valuable publication, 
and beg to subscribe myself, with aU good wishes, 
Your obedient servant, 

Ellen F. 
Symonds' Inn. 24th April, 1787. Edward Montagu. 

No date. Marquis de Spinola. 
St. Petersburg. 24th Jan. 1805. C. A. Pozzo diBorgo. 
No date. Geo. R. Collier, Commodore. 
London. . . 13th March, 1820. W. Piumer. 
20th May, 1829. Jno. Brace. 
No date. P. P. Jacob. 



Rowland Hill and the Penny Postage. 

Tlie following is the commencement of a leading 
article on the Penny Postage, contained in the " Times^"'' 
of Saturday, 9th August, 1851 :— 

" A traveller sauntering through the Lake districts of 
England some years ago, arrived at a small public-house 
just as the postman stopped to deliver a letter. A young 
girl came out to receive it. She took it in her hand, 
turned it over and over, and asked the charge. It was a 
large sum — no less than a shilling. Sighing heavily, she 
observed that it came from her brother, but that she was 
too poor to take it in, and she returned it to the postman 
accordingly. The traveller was a man of kindness as well 
as of observation ; be offered to pay the postage himself, 
and in spite of more reluctance on the girl's part than he 
could well understand, he did pay it, and gave her the 
letter. No sooner, however, was the postman's back 
turned, than she confessed that the proceeding had been 
concerted between her brother and herself, that the letter 
was empty, that certain signs on the direction conveyed all 
she wanted to know, and that as they could neitiier of 
them afford to pay postage, they had devised this method 
of franking the intelligence desired. The travdler pur- 
sued his journey, and as he plodded over the Cumberland 
fells, he mused upon the badness of a system which drove 
people to such straits for means of correspondence, and 
defeated its own object all the time. With most men such 
musings would have ended before the close of the hour, 
but this man's name was Rowland Hill, and it was from 
this incident and these reflections that the whole scheme of 
Penny Postage was derived." 

I should be elad to know if there is any doubt as to 
the truth of this statement, as I fancied it had been 
contradicted. Could any of your Correspondents oblige 
me by giving me information on the subject, I should 
feel obliged. I. £. 

Enquiry. 

Boston, January 15th, 1852. 
Sir,— I send you a query for " Current Notes." 
<* Robbed between Sun and Sun." 

Can any of your communicants favor me with the origin 
of this expression? It was employed to describe the 
late Revolution in Paris, by the ** Examiner,** and I 
have seen it as a quotation in a work of old date. 

. Y. S. N. 

Dental Surgery. — In the observations on the pro- 

Sress of Geography and Ethnology, by Mr. John Russell 
artlett, re^ at the Meeting of the New York Histo- 
rical Society in November and December, 1846, it is 
mentioned that in the exploration of a tumuli carried on 
bv Dr. M. W. Dickeson, in the South-western Sutes, 
chiefly in Mis.sissippi, although in some instances ex- 
tending to Alabama, Louisiana, and Texas, he found 
that Dentistry had been extensively practised by this 
ancient people, as plugging the teeth and inserting 
artificial ones, were common. In one instance five 
artificial teeth were found inserted in one sutiject. 
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Capping a Story. — Rogers, the poet, was fond of 
telling the story of a gentleman who lost a shilling in 
Covent Garden Market, just at the corner of the Great 
Piazza, and on his return from India some five-and- 
twenty years afterwards, on passing the spot where he 
supposed the loss had taken place, rememhcred the cir- 
cumstance, and looking ahout him on the pavement, 
picked up his shilling. Here R(^rs, in his own inimit- 
able way of telling a story, would pause, and then add — 
" In halfpence, wrapped up in paper.** 

** I knew the man, said a witty friend to the poet, 
''*• but you have forgotten the most singular point of the 
story about the recovery of this lost shilling jtut at the 
door of Willis the bookseller's place of business.** 

** I thought it sufficiently odd,** replied the poetical 
banker, ** our friend having found his shilling after so 
long a period, and only wish that my lost notes may turn 
up again in the same unexpected and amusing manner 
■^that notes turn up to me from Willis.** 

** Then you must have heard the whole story, and the 
very remarkable fact to which I refer? That in the 
paper which contained the four-and-twenty halfpence he 
found another filled with farthings, the exact amount of 
which when calculated, proved to be that of compound 
interest upon the shilling for five-and-twenty years one 
month and thirteen days." 

Mr. Rogers has never since told the story. 



Robert Hobltn. 

Sir,— Through the medium of your publication, can 
you tell me anything about " Robt. Hoblyn ;" and what 
works he has published ? I believe they were of a 
classical nature ; and he was living in 1825. 

Yours truly, 

Jan. 2, 1852. A. K. 

A Trayellino Name. — I have heard or read some- 
where of a story about one of the authors of the 
" Rejected Addresses" — indeed, I now remember that 
he told it to me himself — how that he once travelled in 
a stage coach with a very agreeable old lady, who was 
well acquainted with London society, and with whom he 
conversed for a considerable time about various mutual 
friends and circumstances that could only be known to 
them, or to their immediate circle, with so much &mi- 
liarity, that the old lady*s curiosity being roused, she 
ventured to inquire his name. " James Smith, madam,** 
was the reply. **0h, that's your travelling name, is it? 
But it won*t do for me.*' J. 



Smith.— Has not some one written, or is not some 
one going to write, a history of the Smiths ? It really 
might be made a very amusing book, and some one — I 
forget who— actually told me that "the far-famed 
Ruffian of the Adelphi,** (0. S.) was collecting materials 
for or from such a book. I suoscribe my real name — 
identify, if you can, Mr. Willis. 

John Smith. 




Pilgrim's Badge? — A Correspondent has kindly 
transmitted to G. W. a rubbing from which the 
annexed woodcut has been 
made, of a small brass or- 
nament, found at Lauiide 
Abbey, in Leicestershire, 
which abbey or priory was 
founded by Rd. Basset, in 
the reign of Henry III. dis- 
solved by Henry VIII., and 
Cromwell, Earl of Kssex, 
had a grant of it. In the 
Chapel (all that remains of 
the rriory) is a monument 
to his son Gregory, Lord Cromwell, of the date of 1551. 
The ornament is supposed to be a Pilgrim*s Badge, 
brought from Rome, and probably was buried with him. 
1st January, 1852. M. C. S. 

Ancient Key.— I. D. is thanked for the drawing of 
an Ancient Key found in October last, in the parish of 
Stoke Holy Cross, near Warwick ; but as no particular 
interest attaches to this key in an antiquarian point of 
view, it is not worth engraving. 

The Liberty Stone in Castle Street, Liver- 
pool.— T. B. B. (Burnley, 1st December) thanked, but 
the space at G. W.*s command does not permit of his 
inserting the extract forwarded to him from the Liver^ 
pool Albion. 

Prints or Oliver Cromwell and " St. Luke*s 
Day.*' 

A " Young Print and Portrait Collector** would be 
obliged by any explanation respecting a portrait of 
Oliver Cromwell, of an allegorical nature, surrounded 
by various emblems and devices, which oidently bear 
upon the events of his life. He is represented standing 
between two columns, in armour, with a wreath of laurel 
in place of a helmet. This print has neither name or 
date of any kind upon it. 

Another print is one marked m j^ ^ published 1816, 
by J. T. Smith, called " St. Q^ l^u'^f's day,*' a 
" poor painter removing ;'* is wp this intended as 
a caricature upon some artist of ^*- the time ? 

Jan. 6th, 1852. 



D. E., 47, BlessingUm Street, Dublin, thanked for 
his suggestions. The R. I. A.— T. C. D. and the Dublin 
Society, however, cannot in the slightest degree in- 
fluence the conduct of G. W.'s " Current Notes.** 

If these learned bodies regard their own situation, 
they will not olject to " any slang, coarseness, or Ame- 
ricanisms.** They should rather reflect how much 
America has and probably will teach young Ireland— 
but not through their agency, as pubfishers. 

The Holy Grahl, A. as confessedly ** made up 
of quotations,'* is an article not suited^to G. W.'s " Cur- 
rent Notes." ^^^^^^^ by GOOg IC 
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Admission of Literary Inquirers to the Public 
Records. 

Regulations under which permission will be given 
to Literary Inquirers to make searches among the Public 
Records, without payment of fees, contained in a letter 
addressed by the Right Honourable Sir John Romilly, 
Master of the Rolls to Sir Francis Palgrave, K.H., the 
Deputy Keeper of the Public Recor£: dated at the 
Rolls House, 4.th December, 1851 :— 

1st. That the individuals seeking to avail themselves 
of the permission shall address a letter to the Deputy 
Keeper, stating generally their objects of research, so as 
to show that the applications are really and band fide for 
literary purposes, and that the applicant shall also 
attend the Deputy Keeper personally thereon, and give 
such further explanation as may be required ; and that 
thereupon the Deputy Keeper shall, if he be satisfied 
with the statement and explanation, authorise the Assist- 
ant Keepers to allow the applicant to inspect such 
Indexes of Records, and also such Original Records, and 
to make such copies or extracts in pencil required by the 
applicant as the Deputy Keeper may think advisable. 
This mode of proceeding, which is equally required for 
the security of the Records, and for the protection of 
the business seaichers, will in fact be beneficial to 
Literary Inqaiiers ; for the more fully they explain their 
objects, the better will the Deputy Keeper and the 
other officers be able to direct them to the documents 
which may be useful to them. 
2ndly. That all the applications before mentioned be 
entered in a book, and be reported to the Master of the 
Rolls. 

drdly. That a book be kept at each branch office, in 
which the Assistant Keeper shall enter a note or parti- 
cular of the Rolls, Records, Books, or Documents, called 
for, inspected, or used by the applicant, nearly in the 
same manner, mutatis mutandis^ as is practised with 
respect to Manuscripts in the British Museum. 

But this book is to be considered as confidential, and not 

to be shown to the public without express permission 

of the Master of the Rolls or Deputy Keeper. 

4thly. That, in case of any impropriety or abuse of the 

privilege, the Assistant Keepers do forthwith report the 

same to the Deputy Keeper, in order that he may bring 

the same before the Master of the Rolls. 

It will be necessary also to explain to the Literary 
Inquirers that the time of the various officers and other 
persons employed in the Public Record Office is so wholly 
engrossed by the performance of their present duties, 
that it will not be possible for the officers to assist any 
Literary Inquirers beyond the production of the docu- 
ments, and giving a general explanation, if needed, of 
their character and nature. No applicant ought to pre- 
sent himself who is not sufficiently acquainted with the 
hand-writing, abbreviations, and language of ancient 
documents, so as to be able to read and decipher their 
contents. 

The Literary Inquirer will have free access to the 
documents, but, this being done, he will have to conduct 



the inquiry from these documents in such manner as his 
own knowledge and capacity may best enable him to do. 



G. W. is infortned that the reading Public are in- 
debted to John Bruee, Exq., the Treasurer of the 
Society of AntiquarieSfJor this important concessf4}n 
on the part of the Master of the Rolls ; and it has 
been suggested that a suitable testimonial should be 
presented to Mr. Bruce by those historical inquirers 
who are likely to derive such valuable aid from his 
exertions. 

F.S.A. 



Literary Auctions.— That there is no lack of en- 
thusiasm among amateurs for the possession of rare 
and curious works, is evidenced by the prices which 
some books of this class brought at a sale just con- 
cluded by Messrs. Sotheby and Wilkinson, being the 
first sale of importance this season. Among them may 
be noticed the following : 

Orloob (1*) de Sapience, folio, nouvellement im- 
primie d Paris^ 1408, A ysrt splendid specimen 
OP printing on yellum, ^r(?i» the celebrated Press 
0/Terard, ruled with red lines, bound in red morocco 
extray gilt edges, by Bauzanneti with a well made pig- 
skin case to contain it. 

Of this singalar Ascetical Romance, M. Van Plraet states 
that six copies are known as being printed on yellum : of 
these three are in tiie National Library at Paris, all of whidi 
are more or less adorned with miniatures, two of them, 
like the present, having the summary of the chapters (left 
blank for the insertion of the miniatures) written in a 
contemporary hand on the margins. The Harleian copy, 
afterwards in the collections of Count Macarthy and Mr. 
Hibbert, was adorned with thirteen miniatures : the pre- 
sent beautiful volume has sixteen, the additional ones 
being at the commencement of the chapters, in which the 
same subjects are treated in a difihrent manner. The 
whole of the fine miniatures are in the best style of French 
art. This lot sold for £45. 



%Mm^ Bfli Iriratiftt (Diiitiuiri(. 

Children, John George. Science. Late Secretary R.S. 

Halstead, Kent. 
Grakfe, Dr. Christian. Ghreek and Roman Antiquities. 

St. Petersburgh. 11th December. 
Jacob, William. F.RS. Political Economist. 31,Cadogan 

Place. 17th December. Aged 89. 
Luttbell, Henry. Wit and Poet. Brompton Square. 

19th December. Aged 86. 
Sadlier, Rev. Dr. Provost, Trinity College, Dublin. 

1 4th December. 
Steel, James. Editor and Proprietor Carlisle Journal. 

Carlisle. 16th December Aged 55. 
Turner, Joseph Mallord William. R.A. 47, Claeen Anne 

Street (Chelsea ?) 19th December. Aged 76. 
Warbcrton, Eliot. Historian and Novelist. Lost in the 

wreck of the Amazon. 4th January. f~^ ^ r-^ 
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No. XIV.] 



** I will make a prief of it in my Note-Book." — Shakspbrb. 



[February, 1852. 



NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 

To THE " Peicb Current op Literature." 

G. Willis gratefully acknowledges the various interest- 
ing documents and letters he has received. He is anxious 
that it should be perfectly understood that he is not the 
author of any statement, representation, or opinion, that 
may appear in his " Current Notes," which are merely selec- 
tions from communications made to him in the course of 
his business, and which appear to him to merit attention. 
Every statement therefore is open to correction or discus- 
sion, and the writers of the several paragraphs should be 
considered as alone responsible for their assertions. Al- 
though many notes have hitherto appeared anonymously, 
or with initial letters, yet wherever a serious contradiction 
is involved, G. Willis trusts that his Correspondents will 
feel the necessity of allowing him to make use of their 
names when properly required. 



Ethnology.— The marvellous pamphlet published in 
New York, with reference to the Aztec Children exhibit- 
ing there, has reached G. W., with the copy to be pre- 
sented to a distinguished traveller, which has been 
delivered to him ; and he seems not inclined to disbelieve 
in the accuracy of any of its statements, whatever may 
be the opinion of G. W . 's New York Special Reporter. 
(See " Current Notes'* for January, p. 4.) 

The pamphlet purposes to give an account of the dis- 
covery of an idolatrous city ^ed Iximayay in Central 
America, with 85,000 inhabitants, situate somewhere 
about 16o 42' N. and 91o 35' W., whose priests seem to 
consider the flesh of Scotchmen to be a peculiar culinary 
luxury — when they can catch them. The information 
given to the discoverers of the ideal or real city of 
Iximaya^ was " that a man of the same race as Senor 
Hammond, who was of a bright-florid complexion, with 
light hair and red whiskers, had been sacrificed and eaten 
by the Macbenachs or priests of Iximaya, the great 
city among the hills, about thirty moons ago, (previous 
to May, 184.9)." 

It has been asserted that Mr. Wheelwright, an 
American gentleman of the highest respectability, well 
known and much respected both in London and Liver- 
pool as the originator of the Pacific Steam Navigation 
Company, is (or was) well acquainted with the author of this 
very extraordinary pamphlet. And although it must be 
confessed, that if considered as a piece of mere invention, 
for in marvellous incident it is a formidable rival to 
the voyage and travels of one Lemuel Gulliver, or the 
life and adventures of the well known Mr. Robinson 
Crusoe, — yet the fact should not be forgotten, that 
" Truth is sometimes stranger than fiction." 

G. W. anxiously looks for the opinions of the well- 



informed press upon this matter, which, with the excep- 
tion of the Sunday Times of the 1.5th of February, have 
been silent about the "Pigmies" exhibiting in New 
York ; — and about which, as G. W.'s " Special" observed 
last month — " there is no mistake." 



The Bawdrick or Baldrock, (Illustrated Cor- 
rection.) — Few people feel inclined to acknowledge an 
error, or to make a correction. See Willis's " Current 
Notes" for February last fp. 16), where Sir Walter 
Scott's remark is quoted, that " it is ill making holes 
in one's own stockings for the purpose of darning them 
aeain, darn we never so neatly." However, G. W. is 
always happy — not to feel himself in the wrong— but 
to correct any mistake which ina^lvertently he or his 
agents may have made. He has therefore no hesitation 
about printing the following communication. 

" H. T. E. informs G. W. that the engraver of the 
sketch of the Bawdrick, which appeare<l in the last 
number of the " Current Notes" (p. 5), " has omitted 
one important reference, and a letter of reference, (which 
H. T. E. believes he sent). 

" In fig. 2, letter B, all is right. 

" But m fig. 1, letter B is wrong ; it should have been 
bv the side, and where that B is should have been an 
E!, which was thus described : 

" E. A piece of hard wood, placed between the staple 
and the end of the clapper, which is made steady to the 
clapper by D, the busk board, &c. 

" As engraved, H. T. E. fears it will be a terrible 
puzzler to the uninitiated in Campanology, and even 

. t Campanologists will wonder at the confusion. 

' i * The upper joint should have been thus^ and the 
lower joint square (but G. W.'s artist has re- 
versed the thing), for it is at B that the clapper 
swings. 

■^ " Still it is well to have got the thing shewn to 

the public, and H. T. E. thanks G. W., an«l 

1 1~| supposes all blunders must be set down to his 

p I correspondent's fault of indistinct writing." 



Strood, Rochester, 13th Feb. 1852. 
Sir,— In reference to the letter of H. T. E. page 5 of 
your work, I beg to send you the following extracts from 
the Account Book of the Churchwardens of this Parish, 
now in my possession :— 

H. WiCKHAM. 

" Ao. 1555. 

Itra. payd For a horse hyde xx**. 

For maykyng of y« bawdreck ijri.*' 

•• 1556. 

For w hyf t lether for ye bawdreck xijd. t 

For maykyng of iiij baw45-.^HL-J^iJlL!.'OOQlC 
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Tub Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire. 

Liverpool, 30th Jau. 1852. 

Sir, — I have to complain that your Correspondent 
T. M. rushes into print so incautiously on the subject of 
his tobacco-pipe. From the accuracy of his quotation, 
he appears to have had the Society's volume before him, 
yet he has taken no trouble to arrive at the truth. Mr. 
Lamb's paper was read three months before the wood- 
cut of the pipe in question appeared ; but as the latter 
was of peculiar form, it was engraved, as well as one or 
two others that had not been exhibited. All of these 
were minutely referred to. Thus, in the Note respect- 
ing THE Plates, p. iii. there is the following : — " No. 
"14 [on PJate I V.J is from 'Willis's Current Notes,' 
" for April, 18.51 ; the stem is of bamboo, and the top of 
" the bowl of brass. It was found in taking down an old 
" inn at Fulham in 1836." From a mutilated copy I 
send you the actual leaf for the use of T. M. ;* and have 
to express my sorrow that he does not possess either more 
patience or more civility. 

A. HuMB,D.C.L. 
Corresponding Secretary. 

• G. W. has forwarded it to hia Correspondent^ and begs 
to thank the Rev. Dr. Hume for this correction qf T. 2d.*s 
oversight f and the manner in which an acknowledgment has 
been made to " Willises Current Notes," which it gratifies 
him to find considered worthy of the attention of tb-r His- 
toric Society of Lancashire and Cheshire. 



The late J. M. W. Turner, R.A. 

(r. W, has the honour to acknotvkdffe the receipt of 
five communications respectijig the Sketch of the late 
Mr. Turner, which appeared with J. T. A.'s letter in 
the January number oj^^ Current Notes," (p. 1.) Four 
of his correspondents are pleased with the Sketchy and 
on£ who signs himself, D. R. states that he knew Mr, 
Turner well, and considers it to be, " no caricature, 
but on the contrary, an excellent likeness" 

However, the following epistle, expresses a diffe- 
rent opinion. 

Yarmo. Feb. 2, 1852. 

Sir, — How very vexing it is that the " rude sketch" 
favoured by your obliging correspondent, (J. T. A.) was not 
placed in the hands of some R. A. (before engraved), who 
was acquainted and well knew that celebrated painter, and 
from that (*' rude sketch") and the knowledge he (R. A.) 
had of the late Turner, would have favoured us with a more 
characteristic portrait. Was he not more than four feet in 
stature? This represented (♦* Current Notes," January, 
1852, p. 1), reminds us of a wooden puncfainello more than 
any thing that ever breathed, and not at all credible to the 
** Current Notes." All such Notes are highly interesting 
if properly done. 

In baste. Yours faithfully, 

W. 

The Marquis op Wo^c^s,ti,^, (Author of the ''Cen- 
tury of Inventions").— R. C. particularly thanked for 
his communication. 




Ancient Signet explained. 

Southwick, near Oundle, 
Jan. 30th, 1852. 
SiE, — Your excellent little work, " Current Notes," 
is worthy of all praise and support ; as affording to the 
Numismatist, the Paleologist, and the Archeologist, &c- 
the means not only of giving a written account of their 
various studies, but also of exhibiting facsimiles of the 
objects of their research. At the same time that I 
thank you for the insertion of my last (p. 3, Jan. 1852), 
allow me to present you with one of, I think, much 
greater interest to the Chronologist and Historian, taken 
from " Gesenii Monumenta Phoenicia, Pars 3, Tab. 11, 
fig. XL- bis," 

The letters at the top of the sig- 
net are Ch sr b i; and the 
reading is, " Tlie great kingr 
At the bottom of the signet they 
are, Achmn; and the read- 
ing is, " Achemen" and with 
the Greek termination AehiB- 
menes. On the right side they 
are anb, Hebrew M 1 S, taken 
as numerical characters, i.e. 
1000, 700, 2 ; making the date 
1702. On the left, the figufe 
like the Greek », is the sign of 
Taurus, to denote the month when the sim entered into 
Taurus. The dove and leaf&eem to refer to " tAtf dove 
and olive leaf Gen. viii. 11. 

Let me now refer your readers to Drummond*s Ori- 
gines, V. 1, p. 310: 

" The Greeks fancied Achsemenes to have been the 
name of the progenitor of Cyrus ; but Achamenes is 
nothing else than a corruption of one of those pompous 
and impious titles, which were assumed by the kings of 
Iran, and of which the inscriptions explained by M. de 
Sacy afford many examples. Aehamefies, as I have 
shown elsewhere, signifies Rex cceli in ancient Persian." 
So much for guess-work, which cannot be too much 
reprobated. I do not pretend to any skill in chronology, 
but the calculation appears to be so simple, that I will 
attempt it, taking the dates of our authorized version of 
the Bible. 

Deluge . . « 
Signet engraved 
Or ... 

Cyrus begins to reign 
Therefore, from the begmning of the reign of Achse- 
menes to the same of Cyrus is 110 years. 

•From this remarkable signet we obtain the historical 
truth, that Achsemenes began his reign in the month 
Taurus, 1702, after the Deluge. I have foimd the 
Deluge taken as an epoch in various Cuneiform and 
Egyptian, &c. documents, that have not been explained 
to the public. Yours truly, 

T. R. Brown. 



2349 A.C. 

1702 from the Deluge 

647 A.C. 

537 A.C. 



T. R. B.*s translation received, but must stand over 
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Robert Hoblto, quere Richard ? 

No. 59, Grey Street, Newcastle, Tyne, 
January 28th, 1852. 
Sir, — In your " Current Notes'* for this month (p. 7), 
a correspondent, A. K., enquires about ** Robert Hob- 
lyn" and his Works. Presuming he has made a mis- 
take in the name, and that he means " Richard** in- 
stead of " Robert,** I send herewith a list of some of 
" Richard's** Works. 

I remain, yours, 
Mr. Willis. Thomas Grat. 

Richard D. Hoblyn, A.M., Oxon, author of " Medical 
Terms,** " Scientific Terms,** " Manuals of Natural 
Philosophy of Chemistry, and of the Steam Engine,** 
First Books in Science,** Ac. Ac. 

Robert Hobltn. 

4, Birchin Lane. 
February 7th, 1852. 
Sir, — In answer to a letter in your " Price Current'* 
for January 25th, (p. 7)« addressed to you, and signed 
" A. K.** 1 beg to inform your correspondent that 
" Robert Hoblyn," published tnc following works : — 
♦* Bibliotheca Hoblyniana," 8vo. London, 1767. 
" The First Book of the Georgics of Virg^, Lat. and 
Eng. with Translation in blank verse, and notes, 
8vo. London, 1825.** 
It is worthy to notice that " M. A.** is affixed to his 
name in the fast named work. 

I am not aware that he published any other works ; 
but a perusal of the Catalogue of Printed Books in the 
British Museum would satisfactorily decide this point. 

Perhaps your correspondent means ** Richard Hoblyn,** 
whose pubhcations are very numerous. 

Your obedient servant, 
S. I. Tucker. 

Layers, the Bookseller, 

Oversea], Ashby de la Zouch. 
Sir, — I should be very much obliged to any of your 
correspondents who will give me information respecting 
Mr. Lavers, a bookseller in London, who flourished about 
the third quarter of the last century ; especially any 
thing relating to his wife and descendants. 

Very faithftiUy yours, 

J. M. Greslet. 
iSth Feb. A.D. 1852. 



Tradesmen's ToKEN8.~Can any of your readers in- 
form me if there are any Tradesmen's Tokens of Scotland, 
issued during the 17th century ; and if not, can any 
cause be assigned for it. I have a very laree collection 
of tokens of the 17th century, of England, Wales, and 
Ireland, but not one of Scotland, which is very singular, 
as the towns of Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen, Sterl- 
ing, Perth, &c. must have had as ^eat need of a small 
currency, as many small villages m England, of which 
there are many specimens. 

By far the most numerous of the English tokens 



belong to the Southern and Midland districts: of the city 
of Oxford alone I have 62 varieties. The Northern 
Counties are much fewer in number : of Cumberland I 
have only tokens of two towns, Carlisle and Cocker- 
mouth ; of Northumberland, the town of Newcastle only ; 
of Westmoreland, Appleby, Kendal, and Kirby Steven. 

The ordinary value is the halfpenny for the Southern 
Counties, having usually the Arms of some Company of 
the City of London, and the initials of the issuer, his 
wife and family name, with the name, trade and business 
at full length. The great bulk of these tokens are of a 
monotonous character, with a few curious exceptions. 

One of square shape, issued by Thomas Dedicot, in 
Bewdley, has the legend, " Square Dealing.** 
A copper token of Worcester, has a brass plug in the 
centre. A facetious Boniface of Leeds gives us the 
double-entendre, ** Beware the Bbare,** with his 
sign of the Bear. To make the catch better, it should 
be known that in Yorkshire, Beer and Bear, are pro- 
nounced alike. The device and motto of the Baron 
Bradw^ardine is consequently older than the time of the 
author of Waverley. Roger Dickinson, of Robin Hood*s 
Bay, affiscts a heart-shaped token, on which are repre- 
sented the popular heroes, Robin Hood and little John : 
Little John is represented half the size of Robin Hood, 
instead of being considerably taller, not knowin? he was 
so nick-named from his eigantic stature. There are 
other tokens of octagon and diamond shape. 

The Welsh tokens are generally of very good execu- 
tion : the halfpenny of Edward Lloyd, of Kidwelly, is 
very neat ; a few of Carnarvon are small, and issued at 
one penny, of a similar character to those of Ireland, 
whicii I have next to mention. 

The Irish tokens are of a different character to those 
of England and Wales, being generally small, issued at 
one penny, and the issuer styling himself Marchant. 
The penny token of John Whittle, of Kilkenny, 1656, has 
the Arms of the Commonwealth on it ; the only instance 
that I know of: the King's Arms are plentiful enough. 




Besides the list of towns given by Lindsay in his 
" View of the Coinage of Ireland, 1839,** I can add from 
my collection, BalTinasloe, Downpatrick, Loughrea, 
Mount-Mellick, Navan and Roscommon, besides many 
varieties of the towns Mr. Lindsay has published. 

The circulation of these tokens was forbidden under 
severe penalties in 1673, but in Ireland they were con- 
tinued partially to near the close of the 18th century, 
when another general issue of tokens throughout Great 
Britain was allowed by Government, owing to the great 
scarcity of small money. The tokens of this period are 
of an entirely diiFerent size and character to those of the 
preceding century. ^ ^ 

Leeds, Feb. 1852. y. ■— ^y ^JLJK^^>^^^^^ 
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Lithography. — Some years agcf, letters and papers 
of William Combe, the well known author of " Dr. 
Syntax," came into my possession, and with them a 
paper, of which the following is a copy : — 

" / liave been told of one 
Who being ask'dfor breads 

In its stead 
Returned a stone. 

But here me manage better^ 

The Stone we ask 

To do its taskf 
And it returns us every letter. 

Wm. Combe, January^, 1817." 

" This it the^first impression of Aokermann's Litho- 
graphic press''' 

Combe was so intimately connected with Ackermann*s 
establishment, that there can be no doubt of the fact 
that the paper I have, was truly the yexy first impres- 
sion in Lithography in England. The poetic scrap was 
no doubt Combe*s own, -and the facsimile shews that it 
was in Combe's writing. 

RoBT. Cole. 
52, Upper Norton Street. 



Sternb's Autograph.— As mentioned by A.C.K. in 
** Current Notes'' for January, p. 2, as occurring on the 
title pagf^ of his " Tristram Shandy," is not I believe 
often met with, but I doubt much its having been written 
for the gratification of particular friends, to whom copies 
of the work were presented. 

I have two (the title pages only) in my possession. 

Robert Cole. 

52, Upper Norton Street 

* 6. W.'s respected Correspondent A. C. K. said '< at 
the head of the first chapter in some or one qf' the volumes** 
of a few of the first editions. 



Middle Ages. — Medieval. 
These terms are now so frequently used in reference 
to periods and works of art, that it would be useful to 
your readers if some competent person would define pre- 
cisely what period is comprehended in the Xernim^diiBval. 
In a recent Exhibition many works of a comparatively 
late date were classed as medieeval. Mr. James, speak- 
ing of Charlemagne, says—" the precise birth-place of 
the greatest man of the middle ages is unknown." Here 
he refers to the year 74-2. Some of the correspondents 
will, perhaps, through your " Notes Current," define the 
limits of this term. S. £. 



Archaeological Publications. 
Sir, — With regard to the inquiry made in your 
" Current Notes" for December, p. 93, with respect to 
Archaeological publications, I wish to direct your Cor- 
respondent to a publication issued by the Architectural 
Societies for Northampton, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, and 
Bedfordshire, consisting of the Reports and Papers read 



before those Societies in the year 1850. The second 
part, comprising the Transactions for the Year 1851, is 
now in the press, and will shortly be published. These 
two parts will form one handsome octavo volume, printed 
more especially for the use of the Members of the above 
Societies, but a few copies are reserved for general sale, 
for which Mr. Masters is the agent. Thinking that 
your Correspondent might be glad to hear of the existence 
of this volume, I thou^t it as well to trouble you ydth 
this note. 

I remain, yours faithfully, 

T. Ptndar Lowe. 
Saltfietby, Louth, Jan. 29. 



Blackwood's Magazine.— With reference to the 
January Number of "Current Notes," p. 2, and the 
reply to an inquiry (from J. P., Philadelphia, 18th No- 
vember) respecting the Author of " Father Tom and the 
Pope, or a Night at the Vatican,"— a paper which ap- 
peared in Blackwood some years ago, W. C. J. A. has 
had the goodness to inform G. W. that the reply given 
by F. M. is not quite correct. 

** The writer of that paper was Mr. Samuel Ferguson, 
then and still a Member of the Irish Bar, going^the 
North-East Circuit, and a native of Belfast. Kir. Fer- 
guson is also the author of some spirited stanzas, pub- 
lished in the same Magazine, entitled, *' The Forging of 
the Anchor,* and is very favourably known as the 
author of some interesting papers in ' Blackwood,* and 
in the Antiquarian department of the * Transactions of 
the Royal Irish Academy,* of which learned body he 
has been for several years a member.** 

" Mr. F." adds W. C. J. A. " has, I believe, but I am 
not quite sure, written in the ' Dublin University Ma- 
gazine.* " 



The Shadoof.— I beg to inform W. G. with refe- 
rence to his observations in your " Current Notes" for 
December last, that the Shadoof as engraved by you at 
p. 96 is in common use all over the State of New York 
in places where wells are obliged to be sunk, the machine 
being far less costly than a pump, and such as anybody 
can construct. 

We have abundance of rivers and streams, so many 
indeed, that I have never seen a windmill in America. 
Your N. Y. ES-pecial Reporter. 



Thomas Hood.— .How lamentable is it to observe, 
from the research of A. K. in Willis's " Current Notes" 
for December (p. 90), and for which I sincerely thank 
his Correspondent, that so eminent a man as Thomas 
Hood shoiud so recently have departed from among us 
without record of his death. 

His Song of the Shirt alone, written with so humane 
a purpose, surely demanded some notice. Are you 
aware that the Song of the Shirt suggested the Ame- 
rican Sewing Machme, exhibited in the World's Fair, 
for the purpose of relieving poor females from the nightly 
(brudgery of " stitch— stitch— stitch ?** W. S. 
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American Testimonial to Mrs. Cowdbn Clarke. 
Mr. Willis, — Some of your correspondents appear 
mighty fond of Old Oaken Chairs, and I rather think 
if they were to visit the good old City of Aberdeen, and 
go into the ** Auld Kirk,'* they will see an Oak Chair 
somewhat older Uian the engraved specimens in your 
" Current Notes," and on a scroll over it, they will see 
written 

'* Vfyt C^alu of Omtie." 

But what do you say to the New Rosewood Shaksperian 
Chair, sent from New York as a complimentary testi- 
monial to an amiable lady living at Bayswater, the in- 
scription on which exquisite piece of work is as follows : 

TO 

MRS. MARY COWDEN CLARKE 

this chair is presented 

bt a few ladies and gentlemen of america 

as a tribute of gratitude, for the unequalled 

industry 

which gate the readers of english 

throughout the world 

her concordance to shakspere. 

G. W. beffs to add, that it « unnecessary for him to 
engrave the beautjful drawing forwarded to him of 
tKis Chair, as he perceives an engraving has already 
appeared in the Lady's Newspaper for the 24ttn 
January, and he has returned the drawing as re- 
quested, 

Katt-Did. — G. W.*s New York Special Reporter 
writes him as follows, in reference to the paragraph, 
p. 90 of'' Current Notes"' for December last. 

Sir, — Please inform " il» Entomologist' that it will 
afford your Special Reporter much pleasure to send him 
a live specimen of the iCaty-Did next faU. We have 
no Autumn in America ! It is then they be^n to sine, 
or rather to say : at present they are, to use the words 
of Davie Gellatley, " A* dead an* gane— a' dead an' 
gane.** I first heard them one evening in August 
among the elms on the battery, and so loud was the 
noise, I fancied it was made by porters landing bars of 
iron on the adjoining quays. 

The jingle of the song your Entomological corres- 
pondent enquires after was something like this; but I 
will send him a copy when I can procure one. 

" The dear little Katy-did sat on a tree, 

And surly and sulky and savage was he, 

His sapper was stolen away by a bee. 
But he thought his own deary had hidd'n it. 

And while he kept calling 'twas you, Katy-did, 
She merrily cried — * Katy-did-n't,' 

[^Chorus of Boys and Girls.] 

Katy-did— Katy-did n't— Katy-did— Katy-did n't." 

The moral of the song is, that a lady will always have 
the last word, be she insect or woman. 

Mr. Willis. 



Scraps prom the United States. 
The space at G. W.'s command will only permit him 
to notice generally, and most gratefully to acknowledge, 
the Dumber, variety, and interest of C. F. D.'s commu- 
nications, and sincerely to thank him for the kind man- 
ner in which they have been forwarded. 

1. The existence of Hebrew relics cunong the Potta- 
watomie Indians is extremely curious. Tnat procured 
by Dr. Lykins is described as consisting of 

" Four small rolls or strips of parchment, closely packed 
in the small compartments of a little box or locket, of about 
an inch cubical content. On these parchments are written, 
in a style of unsurpassed excellence, and far more beautiful 
than print, portions of the Pentateuch, to be worn as front- 
lets, and intended as stimulants to the memory and moral 
sense." 

2. A notice of Professor Stuarfs death has been 
recorded in G. W.*s Literary and Scientific Obituary. 

** He published at least twenty-four volumes, and in addi- 
tion to them many single sermons and newspaper essays, and 
contributed more tiian two thousand octavo pages to Ameri- 
can periodicals. His commentaries are those on the He- 
brews, Romans, Revelation, Daniel, Ecclesiastes, and the 
Proverbs. He printed his first Hebrew Grammar without 
points, and set up about half the paradigms of verbs with 
his own hands, — ^This grammar went through three editions, 
each one being more full than the preceding." 

3. The intelligence of the Spanish Press is highly 
amusing. 

4. The charge made against the Editor of the Oxford 
Edition of Milton requires proof or explanation. 

** Mr. Whittier states in the National Era, that the care- 
fully prepared Oxford edition of Milton's Works, contains 
a poem by Elizabeth Lloyd, of Philadelphia, purporting to 
have been written by the poet in his old age and blindness, 
and which is so well executed, as to have deceived the Eng- 
lish editor of his works. This poem is now going the rounds 
of the American jpress, as the production of Milton." 

5. The appearance of the fifth and sixth volumes of 
Lord Mahon's History of England has thus brought 
forth the indignation of the editor of the Boston (U. S.) 
*• Transcript.'" 

'* They commence at the year 1763, and close with the 
year 1779, and comprise, of course, as the principal theme, 
the American Revolution — the rise and progress of the War 
of Independence. * One point in the American War,' says 
the Spectator, ' Lord Mahon brings out quietly and im- 
pressively — the personal falsehood of Franklin, and often 
the brutality of the Americans at large.' Here will be a 
chance for our American reviewers and critics. ' The per- 
sonal falsehood of Franklin 1' It will take the affidavit of 
more than one Lord to make that credible." 

6. The old American bookseller, whose career was so 
graphically described by Dr. Francis at the celebration 
of the hundred and forty-sixth anniversary of Franklin's 
birth-day, by the New York Typographical Society, was 
the father of the present Editor of the Literary World, 
an American periodical, extremely^weU conducted, and 
of considerable circulation.^^^ by GOO^ . 
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" There are many booluellera and publishers/' observed 
Dry Francis, *' whose character and influence might justly 
command detailed account. Spence himself would find 
among them anecdotes of consideration in the world of let- 
ters. I must, however, write within circumscribed limits. 
The first in immediate recollection is Evert Duyckinck. He 
was a middle-aged man when I was a boy occasionally at 
his store, an ample and old-fashioned edifice, at the comer 
of Pearl Street and Old Slip. He was grave in his de- 
meanor, and somewhat taciturn; of great simplicity in 
dress, accommodating and courteous. He must have been 
rich in literary occurrences. He for a long while occupied 
this ezceUent stand for business, and was quite extensively 
engaged as a publisher and seller. He was a sort of Mr. 
Newbury, so precious to juvenile memory in the olden 
times. He largely dealt with that order of books, for ele- 
mentary instruction, which were popular abroad, just about 
the dose of our revolutionary war and the adoption of our 
Constitution, Old Dyche and his pupil Dilworth, Perry, 
and Sheridan. As education and literature advanced, he 
brought forward, by reprints, Johnson and Chesterfield, 
and Vioesimus Knox, and a host of others. His store was 
the nucleus of the Connecticut teachers' intellectual pro- 
ducts, and Barlow and Webster, and Morse and Riggs, 
found him a patron of their works in poetry and school 
books. Bunyan, and Young, and Watts, Doddridge and 
Baxter, must have been issued by his enterprise in innu- 
merable thousands throughout tiie whole thirteen States ; 
and the old English Primer, now improved into the Ameri- 
oan Primer, with its captivating emendations, as 

The royal oak, it was the tree 
That saved his Royal Majesty ; 

improved by the more simple diction, 

Oak *B not as good 
As hickory wood ; 
and the lines. 

Whales in the sea 
God's voice obey ; 

now modified, without loss of its poetic fire, 

Great deeds were done-^ 
By Washington — 

led captivity captive, and were circulated without limits for 
the better diffusion of knowledge and patriotism throughout 
the land. As our city grew apace, and both instructors and 
their functions enlarged, he engaged in the Latin Classics. 
Having a little Latin about me, it became my duty to set 
up at tiie printing-office of Lewis Nicols, Duyckinck's re- 
print, De Bello Gallico. The edition was edited by a Mr. 
Rudd. He was the first editor I ever saw ; I looked at him 
with school-boy admiration when I took him the proofe. 
What alterations or improvements he ever made in the text 
of Oudendorp, I never ascertained. This, however, must 
have been among the beginnings of that American practice, 
still so common among us, of deeming it necessary that the 
reprints of even the most important works from abroad 
should have, for better circulation, some name as editor in- 
serted on the title-page. Mr. Duyckinck was gifted with 
great business talents, and estimated as a man of great 
punctuality and rigid integrity in fiscal matters. He was 
the first who had the entire Bible, in 12mo. preserved — set 
up in forms — the better to supply, at all times, his patrons. 
TioB was before stereotype plates were adopted. He gave 



to the Harpers the first job of printing they ever executed — 
whether * Tom Thumb* or • Wesley's Primitive Physic,' I 
know not. The acorn has become the pride of the forest — 
the Cliff Street Tree, whose roots and branches now ramify 
over the land. Duyckinck faithfully carried out the pro- 
verbs of Franklin, and the sayings of Noah Webster's 
Prompter. He was by birth and by action a genuine 
Knickerbocker." 

Seal of Whitgift's Hospital at Cbotdon. 

At p. 77 of your " Current Notes" for October last, 

there is an 
engraved re- 
presentation 
of the Cor- 
porate Seal 
of Dulwich 
College; as a 
companion to 
it, I have pro- 
cured a draw- 
ing of the 
Seal of Arch- 
bishop Whit- 
gift's Hospi- 
tal at Croy- 
don, which 
was founded 
towards the 
end of the 
reign of Eli- 
zabeth, by 
that bene- 
volent but 
superstitious 
prelate, who 
appears to 
have been a 
devout be- 
liever in the 
Black Art, 
as among 
the crimes 
enumerated 
to be punish- 
ed by expul- 
sion are " obstinate heresye, sorcerye, and any kind of 
charming or witchcrafte." 

There were some interesting relics preserved in this 
establishment, particularly three wooden goblets or 
drinking vessels, the largest of which could hold about 
three pints, and bore the following inscription : 

But I am told they have disappeared— no one can tell 
how or when exactly. I mention the circumstance, as 
there was a singular legend connected with this in- 
scription, which f once heard, but do not now remember 
the particulars — perhaps some of your correspondents 
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MONUKBNTAL BRASSES. 

St. Margaret, Rochester, 
Feb. nth, 1852. 
Sir, — Allow me to correct a slight error in the com- 
munication of your correspondent G. E. S. contained in 
your "Current Notes" for Decemher last, p. 92. The 
name of the gentleman who was mainly instrumental in 
restorine the Brass with the Effigy of a former Vicar 
of this Parish, Thomas Codd, was the late Mr. TF. F. 
Harrison^ not Hanson^ as printed. 

I am. Sir, yours obediently, 
A Subscriber and Constant Reader. 
Mr. Willis. 



Cayendish^s Life of Wolsey. 

Sir, — In an anonymous treatise, entitled, " Who 
wrote Cavendish's Ltfe of Wolsey?" London, 1814; 
(usually attributed to the Rev. Joseph Hunter), the 
writer considers the author to be a George Cavendish, 
a branch of the Devonshire family. But in the valuable 
collection of my friend Mr. W. S. Fitch, of this town, 
there is a well-preserved MS. copy of " The Life and 
Death of Cardinal Wolsey," by Th. Gainsford. This in- 
teresting MS. is a folio volume of 166 pages. It em- 
braces all that is contained in Cavendish*s ** Life of 
Wolsey," with a considerable deal of extra matter. I 
refer to Lowndes and find that this Gainsford was the 
author of a Life of Perkin Warbeck, and other works. 
He printed nothing, it seems, after 1619. 

I am, Sir, yours truly, 

A Subscriber. 

Ipswich, Feb. 6, 1852. 



" Robbed Between Sun and Sun." 

Jan. 28, 1852. 
Sir, — Perhaps the query of " Y. S. N." concerning 
the expression of 

" Robbed between Sun and Sun," 

(p. 6, of your ** Current Notes,") may be derived from 
tne definition of Burglary, in Blackstone*s Commentaries, 
book 4, Public Wrongs, section 2. " The Titm must be 
" by Night, and not dv Day, for in the Day-time there 
'* is no Burglary. . . . Anciently the Day was accounted 
** to begin only at Sun-rising, and to end immediately 
" upon Sunset." 

Therefore, if I was robbed last night, the Burglary 
was committed between the Sun-^eX of yesterday, and 
the iStin-rise of to-day. 

Yours, 
Meryinensis. 

Mr. Willis. 

" Cromwell between the Pillars.", 

Sir, — I extract the following out of the copy I got 
from you of " Smeeton*s Reprints," which answer one of 
the queries put by your correspondent in last month's 



" Current Notes," p. 7, concerning the print of Crom- 
well. 

'< The following is a History of this celebrated Print : — 
" Faithome, with his master, Robert Peake, engaged in 
the King's service, and were both taken prisoners at Basing 
House, from whence Faithome was brought to London, 
and conflned in Alderagate ; here resoming bis occupation, 
he produced the exquisite Portrait of the Protector, (known 
as Cromwell between the Pillars), which pleased the parties 
then in power so much, that shortly after, it occasioned his 
being set at liberty, and he retired to ^nce. Copies of 
the original print have been known to sell as h^h as 
40 pounds ! 

'^ Mr. Caulfield in his Chalcographiana, says, Mr. Bull 
the celebrated Collector, shewed him the original drawing 
in red chalk from which Faithome engraved the print ; from 
whom he also learned the face was afterwards altered to 
William III." 

« Ogils." 



Print of Oliver Cromwell. 

Sir, — I have a beautiful impression of the Print 
alluded to by a " Young Print and Portrait Collector," 
("Corrent Notes" for January, p. 7), with this super- 
scription : " Oliver Cromwell, lird Protector of England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland, and the Territories there- 
unto belonging. Engraved by Chas. Turner, from the 
celebrated print by W. Faithome." Below the figure of 
the Protector, on a small ornamental tablet, is " The 
Emblem of England's distractions, and also of her 
attained and further expected Freedom and Happiness;" 
which sufficiently explains the extraordinary allegorical 
figures which crowd the print. 

Yours, 
S. S. 

Autographic Biography. 

Sir, — Perhaps some of the readers of your " Notes," 
can inform me who is the " Kendall" who signs a docu- 
ment, a fragment only of which I possess, and that with- 
out date, which also bears the signatures " Orford," 
« J. Houblon," "G. Wharton," " P. Rich," and another 
I cannot decypher. 

Yours, 
S.S. 

Autographic Biography.— The Marquis deSpinola, 
mentioned by Ellen F., in " Current Notes" for January, 

&6, was Ambassador or Minister from Genoa to France, 
e afterwards came to England on a mission from his 
Government. I have many of his letters, in some of 
which he complains of Lord Nelson*s proceedings in the 
Mediterranean. R. C. 



I think p. 8 of your January " Notes," if referred to 
by vour fair Correspondent Ellen F., may answer her 
" Hfteand Cry'' after John Bruce, on the 20th May, 
1829. C.P.J. 



16 



WILLIS'S CURRENT NOTES. 




Ring op Marf Queen op Scots. 

Your Correspondent T. K.'s notice of Queen Eliza- 
beth's ring, said to have been given to the Earl of 
Essex, ("Current Notes," for December last, p. 95), 
reminds me of another ring, that 
of Mary Queen of Scots, for using 
which she was censured on her 
Murder-trial, in consequence of 
its having the Arms of England 
impaled with those of ScoUand. 
I possess a facsimile of that 
signet ring, procured from a seal 
engraved in Edinburgh. I should 
feel particularly obliged if any of 
your Antiquarian friends can inform me, where the original 
now is. I was told that it was in the British Museum, 
and had inquiry made there, but to no purpose. I 
rather think paste facsimiles may be had at Mr. Wil- 
son's, formerly Tassie's, in Leicester Sauare. Mine is 
an engraving on Amethyst, and I shall seal this letter 
with it. Respectfully yours, 
R. B. 

A Travelling Name.— The anecdote told by your 
Correspondent " J." in the last number of your " Cur- 
rent Notes," p. 7, is somewhat differently related in the 
Memoir of Mr. James Smith, prefixed to his " Comic 
Miscellanies," where it is stated : " The following inci- 
dent occurred to James Smith in a Brighton coach. An 
old lady struck with his extraordinary familiarity with 
things and people, at length burst forth, ' And pray. Sir, 
you who seem to know every body — pray may I ask who 
you are ?' * James Smith, Maulam.' This evidently 
conveying nothing to her mind, a fellow passenger a<lde<l, 
* One of the authors of the Ejected Addresses: The 
old lady staged at them by turns, and then quietly said, 
' I never heard of the Gentleman or the book before.' " 
T. C. C. 

Sale of Rare Books.— Some curious books of an 
interesting character, collected by the son of Simon 
Lord Lovat, who, it will be remembered, was executed 
for treasonable practices, have recently been sold by 
Auction by Messrs. Sotheby & Wilkinson, of Wel- 
lington Street. The Collection contained specimens from 
the presses of Pynson, Wynkyn de Worde and Caxton ; 
also some rare and early works relating to America, and 
on the subject of English Theology during the time of 
the Elizabethan Age, and some curious works on 
Machinery and the Occult Sciences. Among them may 
be specially named, " The Book op the Ordre of 
Chyvalry or Knyohthode," (lot 244), said to be one 
of the rarest productions of the press of Caxton ; one 
of three copies, (two of which being in the British 
Museum), and considered to be one of the most interest- 
ing volumes which we owe to the perseverance of Cax- 
ton as a translator, and of great beauty as an example 
of his typographic skill. It unfortunately wanted two 
leaves, but produced £5,5. 10*. The next m importance 
(lot 58.5) was a copy of the works of Ben Jonson, the 



edition of 1640, having belonged to the Somerset family, 
and of much interest from the circumstance of its con- 
taining on the inside of the cover an unpublished Poem 
of twenty-six lines, of a complimentary character, on 
the Nuptials of Robert Carr, Earl of Somerset, entirely 
in the autograph of Ben Jonson, and concluding with the 
following beautiful stanza : — 

** And when your yeares rise more than would be told. 
Yet neyther of you seeme to th' other old. 
Thai all yt view you then, and late may say. 
Sore this glad pay re were maried but this day." 

Ben Jonson. 
The flattering wishes of the great Bard were however 
not realized in the future history of the unhappy pair. 
It produced £14, and has found a resting-place in the 
British Museum. 



To Correspondents. 

H. M.'s communication has been forwarded to the 
periodical for which it appears to have been intended. 

Mediaeval Mummies. " A Bookfoorm** who dates 
from the *' British Museum," in type, but too long to 
appear this month. 

A. Thanked. 

Tobacco. S. T. " Chester," received, and in type. 
The copy of the collected edition of " Current Notes" 
sent as desired. 

A. Oak House, in type, but must stand over until 
next month. 

Antonine's Itinerary and Etymons, Ac. received 
after G. W,'s " Current Notes" had been made up for 
press. 

librnq ttnJt Iriratifit (Dhitttarti. 

Clembntb, William. Newspaper Proprietor {Morning 
Chronicle^ Observer, BelVs L\fe in London), 24th 
January. 

Cbabb, George, TM.A.) Law, Language, and History. 
16, Oxford Place, New Road, Hammersmith. 4th 
December. 1851. Aged 83. 

Davenport, Richard Alfired. History, Biography, Criti- 
cism, Poetry, &c. Brunswick Cottage, Park Street, 
Camberwetl. 25th Janaary. Aged 72. 

Grimshaw, William. School Histories, American Ches> 
terfleld, Ladies' Lexicon. Philadelphia. 8th January. 

HoLCROFT, Thomas. Periodical Writer, formerly Secre- 
tary Asiatic Society. 37, Wobum Place. 6th Feb. 

Prout, Samuel. Water Colour Painter. 10th February. 
Aged 68. 

RodWell, George Herbert. Musical Composer, Drama- 
tist and Novelist. Upper Ebury Street, Pimlioo. 
22nd January. 

Rod well (John). Publisher {Bodwell and Martin, Bond 
Street) of Batty *8 Views, &c. January 3rd. Aged 71. 

Stuart (IVofessor), Moses. Biblical Scholar, Author of 
Hebrew Grammar, &c. Andover^^.S. 4th January. 
Aged 71. C3OO 
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" I will make a prief of it in my Note- Book." — Shakspere. 



[March, 1852. 



NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 
To THE " Price Current of Literature." 

6. Willis gratefdUy acknowledges the Tarions interest- 
ing documents and letters he has received. He is anzioos 
that it should be perfectly understood that he is not the 
author of any statement, representation, or opinion, that 
may appear in his " Current Notes," which are merely selec- 
tions from communications made to him in the course of 
his business, and which appear to him to merit attention. 
Every statement therefore is open to correction or discus- 
sion, and the writers of the several paragraphs should be 
considered as alone responsible for their assertions. Al- 
though many notes have hitherto appeared anonymously, 
or with initial letters, yet wherever a serious contradiction 
is involved, G. Willis trusts that his Correspondents will 
feel the necessity of allowing him to make use of their 
when properly required. 



MEDiiEYAL Mummies. 

British Museum, Jan. 1852. 
Sir,— The late discovert of the remains of a human 
body in a complete state of preservation, in St. Stephen*s 
Chapel, has induced me to send you a brief notice of 
several similar occurrences recorded by our early chro- 
niclers and historians. Bede relates that eleven years 
after the death of St. Cuthbert, bishop of Lindismme, 
the monks took up his body, expectine to see it reduced 
to ashes, but found, ** all the body whole, as if it had 
been alive, and the joints pliable more like one asleep 
than a dead person ; besides all the vestments the body 
had on were wonderful for their freshness and glossness.** 
We learn from William of Malmesbury that the body 
was again found incorrupt 415 years afterwards at Dur- 
ham, and publicly shewn. lingard gives an interesting 
account of the event, taken " from a memoir written at 
the time by an eye-witness,** in all probability Simeon, 
the Durham historian. From this narrative it appears 
that when the monks removed the masonry of the tomb, 
" they beheld a large and ponderous chest, which had 
been entirely covereS with leather, and strongly secured 
with nails and plates of iron. To separate the top from 
the sides required their utmost exertion, and within it 
they discovered a second chest, of dimensions more pro- 
portionate to the human body. It was of black oak, 
carved with figures of animals and flowers, and wrapped 
in a coarse linen cloth, which had previously been dipped 
in melted wax, to exclude the air and damp.** By the 
direction of Turgot, the prior, ** they conveyed the smaUer 
chest from behind the altar to a more convenient place, 
in the middle of the choir, unrolled the cloth, and with 
trembling hands forced open the lid. Instead of the re- 
mains of the Saint, they found a copy of the Gospels 
lying on a second lid, which had not been fastened with 



nails, but rested on three transverse bars of wood. By 
the help of two iron rings, fixed at the extremities, it 
was easily removed, and disclosed the body apparently 
entire, lying on its right side, on a pallet of silk. At 
the sight they gazed on each other in silent astonish- 
ment, and then retiring a few paces, fell prostrate on the 
floor, and re^e&ted, in a low tone, the seven penitential 
psalms. After this preparation, they approached the 
coffin, and three of them, by order of the prior, placing 
their hands under the head, the feet, and the middle of 
the body, raised it up, and laid it on a carpet spread on 
the floor. It was found to have been wrapped in a cere- 
cloth of linen. Over this appeared the usual episcopal 
vestments, the amice, alb, stole, fanon tunic and dalma- 
tic ;— the chasuble alone was wanting, which had been 
removed at the former translation in 68.9. Oii the fore- 
head lay a thin plate of gold, or metal gilt, thickly 
encrusted with small stones ; and a mitre covered the 
heatl, round which had been wound a napkin of purple 
colour. A cerecloth of the finest linen adhered so closely 
to the face, that no part of it could be loosened, but be- 
tween the neck and the shoulders the skin was exposed 
to the sight and touch. The arms could be moved with 
ease ; the hands were joined over the lower part of the 
chest, and the fingers, which were still flexible, pointed 
upwards. With the body were found a chalice, patine, a 
portable altar, a burse to hold the linen for the altar, 
and an ivory comb, with scissors of silver.** When the 
shrine of St. Cuthbert was plundered and demolished by 
order of that sacrilegious scoundrel King Harry the 
Eighth, the body was still found entire, as Harpsfield 
testifies. 

Audry, a daughter of Annas, King of the East Angles, 
and abbess of Ely Monastery, died a.d. 67B, and was 
buried in a wooden coffin. Sixteen years afterwards 
her sister caused her body to be exhumed. It was found 
" free from corruption, and all the linen cloths in which 
the body had been wrapped appeared entire, and as f^csh 
as if they had been that very day wrapped about her 
limbs.** Such are the words of the physician who 
attended her in her last illness, and who saw the occur- 
rence. (Bede, B. 4. c. 19). 

Wereburge, a daughter of Wulfcre, king of M ercia, 
died about the dose of the seventh century. Her body, 
according to her own desire, was interred at Hanbury. 
Nine years afterwards, in 708, it was taken up in pre- 
sence of King Coelred, his Council, and many bishops, 
and being found entire and incorrupt, was laid in a costly 
shrine. In 875 her body was still entire ; when, for fear 
of the Danish pirates, it was removed to Chester, and 
soon after its translation, fell into decay. 

St. Elphege, Archbishop of Canterbury, was bar- 
barously murdered by the Danes ia 1012, and buried in 
St. Pam*s Cathedral. Twelve years after his martyrdom. 
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Trad£shen*s Tokens. 

Dublin, March 5th, 1852. 

Sir, — I was much pleased with the observations 
which appeared in the last number of your Current 
Notes, (p. 11) by your intelligent Correspondent, Mr. 
Boyne of Leeds, respecting the tokens issued by trades- 
men in the seventeenth century. But as he states that 
the only instance with which he is acquainted of one 
bearing the Arms of the Commonwealth is that which 
you have engraved to illustrate his paper, it is evident 
that Mr. Boyne cannot have seen Dr. Aquilla Smith's 
Catalogue of the Tradesmen's Tokens current in Ireland 
between the years 1637 and 1670 which was printed in 
1849 in the 2nd nart of the 4th volume (8vo.) of the 
Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy, for on the 
very same page in which John Whittle*s issue is enu- 
merated, a token for the County of Kerry issued by T. S. 
is mentioned as bearing " The Commonwealth Arms,** 
Prom my own collection I can give another instance, 
inscribed on both sides A. corks, farthing. 

The list of Irish Tokens formed by Lindsay in 1839 
amounts to only 195 ; while that published ten years 
afterwards by Eh*. Smith extends to 552 ;— and I would 
respectfully call Mr. Boyne's attention to it. 
Your very humble servant, 
K. L. 

Southwick, near Oundle, 
Feb. 27th, 1852. 
Sir, — Finding by Mr. Boyne's communication in 
your Current Notes, that Tradesmen's Tokens are worth 
collecting, I beg to send for your acceptance five dug up 
in my own gardens. You may make what use you 
please of them. 

Yours truly, 

T. R. Brown. 
lOHN. EATON. OUNDLE {duff upin my garden at South- 
wick by myself,) 
iaxeS mead, 1667 (an Angel) in tentardsn. his 

HALFPENT. 

lOHN COYITER (Coat of Arms) grocer, in. wte, 1662, 

^d two German Counters. 

Dua up in my garden at Woodehurchy near Tenter- 
den, Kent, by myself. 

G. W. sincerely thanks his Correspondent, and with 
his permission will consider these tokens at Mr. Boyn^s 
service should he wish for them. 

Sir,— Mr. William Boyne, in your " Current Notes*' 
for February, asks any of your readers to inform him 
if there were any Tradesmen's Tokens of Scotland 
issued during the seventeenth century. I find in a 
small collection of Tokens I possess, an Edinburgh and 
Glasgow hal^nny, dates 1791 and 1793, proving there 
were some durine the eighteenth century, though I 
have never met with any of an earlier date. 



March 12, 1852. 



Yours, &c. 



M. A. M. 



The Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire.— T. M. considers the Rev. Dr. Hume's 
" attack " upon him (" Current- Notes," for February, 
p. 10) to be "most unfair and uncalled for." He, 
however, admits the accuracy of Dr. Hume's statement, 
and withdraws his charge of the unacknowledged appro- 
priation of his communication, although he questions 
the Rev. Gentleman's taste or temper m accusing him 
of want of patience or civility. " My copy," writes 
T. M. "does not contain the pages which were for- 
warded to you by Dr. Hume, and you have sent on to 
me. How, therefore, could I overlook pages which do 
not exist in my copy? Now, suppose no such pipe 
ever existed, but in the fumes of my brain (for I sonie- 
timcs have strange fancies), and that I, in a hoaxing 
humour, transferred it to paper, and transmitted it to 
you. I say, again, suppose that no such inn ever existed 
at Fulham as the Golden Lion — would not 1 have .an 
everlasting laugh at the learned Doctor Hume, and the 
Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, and 
" Willis's Current Notes ?" And would it not make as 
good a story as Bishop Heber's, or James Smith's hoaxes 
upon the venerable 'Gentleman's Magazine,' or Dr. 
Maginn's Correspondence with the trusty 'Times;' or 
Hodc*s political information to the * Morning Post ;' or 
the recent Roman Bridge affair, and Lord Goring's 
cobbler's bill, about his corns, in the York papers? Look 
to this, Mr. Willis ; and don't encourage men to try 
and defend themselves at the expense of your Corres- 
pondent." T. M. 

Tobacco. — The charge made against the Historical , 
Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, by your correspon- 
dent T. M. in your " Current Notes'' for January (p. 5), 
induced me to refer to the former numbers, of which, as 
I do not possess a complete set, I will thank you to 
forward me a copy of the Collected Edition you have 
announced. But, as by looking over the numbers which 
I have, I find that T. M. (see " Current Notes" for Feb. 
1851, p. 13), is curious upon the subject of smoking 
and tobacco, I send you the following extract from an 
old miscellaneous manuscript book which came into my 
possession a few years since at Gloucester, and has the 
dates 1699 and 1703, with the names Bubb or Butt and 
Richard Smith in it- but part of which is written in a 
much earlier hand. 

" / was tempted to smoke no tobac 

And to smoke. 
*• When the (holy) Angel (Spirit) tom*d I 

IHseortt on to the other 

I told him that I 

Did think not to smoke no more 

Tobacko nor drink no more Alle 

And I have. I hope the Lord 

Will forgive met as he told the 

Spirit blind me, and ever since 

I have been tempted to smoke and 

Not to smok. The Angel Spirit 

Is you when I do smok no tobae 

But when I do he comes to me ^-^ ^ 

Again and I am i^ptliio^^o^^OOQV^ 
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What an extraordinary record is this of a mental 
struggle to overcome the cravings for Tobacco and Ale. 
Chester, Febnury 4th. S. T. 



What has been the highest price ever paid 
FOR A Volume ? — In the course of my reading lately on 
Bibliography, I observe that at the sale of the Duke of 
Roxburgh's Library in May, 1812, the first edition of 
the Decamerone of Boccaccio produced the enormous 
sum of £2260. In the Catalogue the work is entitled — 

** Boccaccio il Decamerone. Fol. M. G. Ediz. Prim. 
Venet. Valdarfer, 1471." 

It was boueht by the Duke of Marlborough, and again 
sold by puMic auction from his Library, by Mr. Evans, 
Pall Mall,in June, 1819, for the large price of £918. 15*. 
In that Catalogue it is entitled — 

** Boccaccio il Decamerone, (Venezia), per Christoful 
Valdarfer di Ratispona, mcocclxxi." 

At this time it was purchased by Mr. Longman, appa- 
rently for Lord Spencer, in whose library it is said at 
present to be. A note to the above Catalogue mentions 
that, "notwithstanding the publicity of the extraordinary 
sum which this book produced at the Roxburgh Sale, all 
researches throughout Europe toprocure another copy 
have proved entirely fruitless. This volume still con- 
tinues to be the only known perfect copy of this edition, 
and is, in all probability, the only copy which will ever 
be offered for public sale. Its unparalleled rarity, how- 
ever, is not its only recommendation, as it contains many 
important readings which have not been followed in any 
subsequent edition." 

If any of your learned correspondents could give us 
additional information as to this rare and apparently 
valuable volume, it would be doubtless interesting to 
Bibliographers. Has any volume ever brought a higher 
price, or any work even in a series of volumes ? 

It is most probable that the other copies of this Edition 
have fallen under the ban of the Pope. 

W. B. M. 

James Smith. The mention of this gentleman by 
your Correspondent J. in your " Current Notes" for 
January (p. 7), reminds me that no author in the English 
language ever received so high a remuneration " per 
line" for his verses as James Smith. Longman's famous 
payment to Moore of a guinea a line for " Lalla Rookh" 
is as nothing to it, ror Mr. Strachan, the King's 
printer, was so pleased with an epigram by Smith of 
eight lines, that he actually, in a codicil to liis will 
b^ueathed him £3000, or £375 per line. 

R. S. 



0. Smith ! The name of the « far famed Ruffian of 
the Adelphi," as your Correspondent, Mr. John Smith, 
in your Current Notes for January last, p. 7, is pleased 
to style a gentleman of quiet habits and literary tastes, 
whose realChristian names, arc Richard John — the 



being merely his theatrit»d soubriquet, possesses in his 
Album among many other interesting records the fol- 
lowing witty testimonial from the late Mr. Mathews : 

" I am happy to Juive it in my power to express my 
perfect heliej that Mr. O. Smith is a most respectable 
character in private life, though a Great Bujffian oh 
the Stage. 

€. Mathews. 
" Theatre Royals 

English Opera HoHse, 
August 21«/, 1827.*' 

I was so much pleased with this impromptu by Ma- 
thews, that I asked Mr. Smith's permission to copy it, 
and I have no hesitation in sending you my transcript 
to make what use of it you like. 

A. B. C. 



Campanalogia^ 



Sir, — I thank you for amending the errors and omis- 
sions about the Barvdrich^ though at the cost of pub- 
lishing to all the world that " my writing is indistinct." 

I also thank your Strood Correspondent for his extract 
from an old Churchwarden*s book, bearing on the item 
Baldrick. 

I would request the favour of any of your readers 
who have access to old parish accounts, to publish, 
through the medium of your " Current Notes," (pace 
tua) any entry relating to that itetn, or to the ♦* Wholes 
of ye Bellesr 

tt is a desideratum in Campanalogical histoir, when 
and by tvhom the ingenious and beautiful Bell-wheel 
now in use was first introduced. In some retired villages, 
and indeed very generally in Dorsetshire, the half wheel 
may still be found. Bells so hung and rung, are said 
to be with a " Dead Bope.** The Bell can only be 
**5^" one way, and changes could not be rung on the 
system now practised, viz. cnanging the position of each 
bill at every half pull. 

The mention of this original sort of wheel may induce 
some of your readers to wend their way into tne Bell- 
chambers in their neighbourhood, and, regardless of the 
filthy state in which most will be found when they get 
there, they will, perhaps, crawl under the bells (minding 
their heads), and hunt out and report if they meet 
with any clappers hung with Bawdricks and Busk boards, 
obliging many others besides your scribbler. 

H. T. E. 

Feb. 26, 1852. 



The Union Jack. 



Sir,— I have met in some collection of National 
Dapers with an accoiint of the formation of our British 
Union Jack ; but the book has altogether escaped niv 
memory. Can you or your readers kindly name it, to 
yours, &c. 

H. M. 
London, Fob. 17, 1852. ^ t 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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Pillar Print of Olitsr Cromwell. 

Sir, — All I can tell your correspondent, " A Young 
Print and Portrait Collector," in reply to his inquiry, 
p. 7, in your " Current Notes" for January, is, that 1 
nope I may congratulate him on the possession of a very 
valuahle and historically interesting engraving. 

Horace Walpole mentions it as in ** Dugdale*s Ori- 
gines Juridiciales," and describes it as " a large emble- 
matic sheet print of Oliver Cromwell, whole-length, in 
armour, with variety of devices and mottoes." — Proof, 

Granger describes it thus : " Oliver Cromwell stand- 
ing with a book in his hand betwixt two pillars ; various 
emblems. Faithome, sc. sh." And Granger adds : " I 
do not remember to have seen more than two proofs of 
this fine print. Mr. Walpole had one, and Mr. Gulston 
another. Mr. Bull has the original drawing. The face 
was altered to that of King Wflliam." 

A manuscript note upon myinterleavedcopy of Gran- 
ger, which you may remember I purchased of you, states 
that, '' Caulfteld Had not less tMm ten or twelve of this 
print, but in consequence of the size they mere mostly 
damaged: Coram nod a tolerable good one which he 
sold to Mr, Tonmley for thirty guineas" Caulfield, 
who was a well known print dealer, says in his " Calco- 
graphiana," (1814), " The late Mr. Bull shewed me 
Faithome*s original drawing, from which he engraved 
the print, and a most brilliant proof impression ; from 
him I also learnt the face was afterwards alterec^to that 
of William III., in which state, however, I never saw 
it." He describes the print as " Oliver Cromwell stand- 
ing between two pillars, inscribed the * Emblem of 
£nqland*s distractions as also her attained 
AND FURTHER HAPPINESS:* larac shcct f' and v^ucs 
the print at no less a sum than £36. This was all very 
well for a dealer^s valuation ; however, if your corres- 
pondent will refer to the records of the Strawberry Hill 
Sale, he will find in the Sixth Day's Sale of the Prints, 
(18th June, 1842), that mentioned by Granger, Lot. 
" 761. Oliver Cromwell, whole-length, in armour, 
standing between two columns, and otherwise surrounded 
by a variety of allegories and emblematic devices, en- 
titled. The Embleme of England's distractions, as 

ALSO OF HER ATTAINED AND FURTHER EXPECTED 

Freedome and happiness : sheet, extra rare ;" which 
Mr. Evans, (a dealer also), then secured for £7 15«. 
The discrepancies between the two Inscriptions appear 
to me to be worthy of remark, and if both have been 
correctly copied, with what has been stated respecting 
the appropriation of the head to William III., would 
shew that the plate had been altered more than once. 
The original plate is supposed to have been engraved by 
Faithome, while a prisoner in London [for his adherence 
to the cause of Charles I., and to have been so favourably 
received by the Parliamentary party as to have occa- 
sioned his liberation ; and the alteration of the head is 
attributed to his son, William Faithome, who was an 
engraver also. 

A Collector. 
Mr. WUlis. 



Roman Remains at Ashtead, Surrey. 



I am not aware that this lo- 
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portions of a Hypocaust, of one of which you have a 
representation half the size of the original — the subject 
is evidently a wolf attacking a stag." F. K. 

The Detonshire Collection. 

Castle, 

16th January, 1852. 
Sir, — I rather think the Devonshire Collection is 
either at the Duke*s residence at Chiswick or Chats- 
worth. But your correspondent, (who signs himself 
" A Young Numismatist," p. .95, of your " Current 
Notes" for December), would be best answered if inouiry 
were made at the fountain-head ; for a more amiable or 
kinder-hearted nobleman does not exist, than his Grace 
the Duke of Devonshire. Is your correspondent quite 
sure, however, that the Collection is Numismatic ? I 
know the Duke of Devonshire has an invaluable Collec- 
tion of Antique Gems, both Cameo and Intaglio. 

Your obedient Servant, 

Mr. Willis. ^ ,, C^ r\r%C^(> 

Digitized by VjVjiJ VTw 
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Rowland Hill and ths Penny Postage. 

Bristol, 5, Lodge Street, 
Febnxary 26th, 1852. 

Sir, — Seeing that the inquiry made by your Corres- 
pondent, I. E., and which appeared in your ** Current 
Notes" for January last, p. 6, in a paragraph entitled, 
" Rowland Hill and the Penny Postage," has not been 
answered in the "Current Notes," for this month, 1 
will inform you that the traveller mentioned in that 
paragraph was not Rowland Hill, but Coleridffe. The 
fact was mentioned by Mr. Commissioner Hill (brother 
to Rowland Hillj, in the last of two lectures, which he 
gave at the Bnstol Philosophical Institution, on the 
evening of the 29th ultimo, " on Postal Arrangements," 
which 1 attended. An extract of the Lecture is to be 
foimd in the Bristol newspaners, and especially in the 
Times and Gazette, from which I copy the portion which 
has reference to the " Inquiry :" 

" Many instemceB were related of the uselessness of the 
Post-office of those days to the poor ; and the Lecturer 
took occasion to remark how often we were wrong and 
selfish in measuring any expense by our shillings and pence, 
forgetting that these nothings to us were pounds to the 
poor. Amongst other instances he referred to one men* 
tioned in the Aatobiography of Coleridge, who, whilst tra- 
velling, observed the postman ofiering a letter to a poor 
woman, urging upon her the necessity of taking it in, as it 
was evidentiy from her son. The poor woman refused ; she 
could not afford it ; but Coleridge charitably paid the shil- 
ling for her, and the postman left, when the woman ex- 
prMsed her gratefdl thanks, but was sorry he had wasted 
the shilling, for it was only a blank sheet addressed by her 
son, as a means of informing her he had reached his desti- 
nation safely. Hundreds of such expedients were then 
employed, nor could it be wondered at." 

If this communication can be of any use for your 
" Current Notes,*' it will give great pleasure, Sir, to 
Your subscriber, 

F. S. PONATO. 

Bishop Gibson. 

London, Feb. 11, 1852. 
Sir, — I will be much obliged to any of your corres- 
pondents who can inform me to whom Edmund Gibson, 
the Bishop of London, and a great authority on eccle- 
siastical laws, was married? and, if possible, the date 
of such marriage. The biographies of him which have 
fallen under my notice, have named no domestic cir- 
cumstances but those of parentage and infancy. I think 
he died m l74o. 

Your obedient servant, 

GSNKALOGIST. 



G. W.'s Correspondent willjlnd it stated in FauUt- 
net's History of Fulham, that " the Bishop died at 
Bath, September 6, 1748, aged 79, and mas buried at 
Fulham. He married the sister of the wife of Dr. 
Bettesworth, Dean of the Arches, who died suddenly 
in her chair, December 28, 1741, andby whom he had 
several children." 



Jewish Superstitions. 

The superstitious notions and practices of the Jews 
in the middle ages, concerning the names of God, were 
sinj?ular. Of these they reckoned 72, from which, by 
dififerent arrangements in sevens, they produced 720. 
The principal of these was wbDM» ^^ which they 
disposed of in two triangles intersecting each other. 
This they called the " Shield of David," and pretended 
that it was a security against wounds, and would ex- 
tinguish fires, and was able to perform other wonders. 

ABRACADABRA. 

DM 

This word, thus written, is a charm for fever or ague, 
still used by some superstitious persons ; it was invented 
by Ba«lides, of Alexandria, in the beginning of the 
2nd century, to signify the 365 divine processions which 
he invented, (see Moreri) ; the value of the letters ac- 
cording to the Greek numbers, make 365 thus : 

A. B. P. A. tal. A. S. Abraofas. 
U 2. 100. L 60. 1. 200. 365. 

Abraxas was a deity adored by the author, and was 
the root of his charm, as the more mysterious they were 
the more serviceable they were considered. 

The mode of cure described in these verses, inz. 
Inscribes Chartse quod dicitur Abracadabra 
Sspius, et Bubter repetes, sed detrabe Summam, 
Et magis atq. magis desint elementa figuris 
Singula qua semper capies, et caetera figea 
Donee in augustum redigator Litera Conum. 
His lino nezis collum r&moe memento. 
Talia languentis oonducent vincula coUo, 
Lethaiesq. abigent (miranda potentia) morbos. 

ARCHiBOLOGT. — Numerous Archseological Sodeties 
now exist in different parts of England, of a local cha- 
racter, as in Norfolk, Suffolk, Sussex, Cheshire ; and 
from the Councils of which some printed volumes of 
Transactions have issued, as appears by occasional 
references in the public prints. If any of your corres- 
pondents have the means of supplying, through your 
" Current Notes," a list, or short account of the titles 
and number of volumes published, it would not only be 
interesting, but a very useful contribution to the current 
knowledge of the day, and by the publicity promote 
ihiiiT sale, for we folks in the South know but tittle of 
what is doing in the North, East, or West: S. E. 
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Ring of Mart Queen of Scots. 

Sir, — Many years a^, when there was a mania for 
making Oum Seals, originating (with me, at least,) 
from reading of "Lord 01dhorough*s" seal in " Patron- 
age,** bv Miss Edgeworth, I had a wax impression given 
me of Mary Queen of Scots* diamond ring, and its his- 
tory, which was shewn with it at a sale in London, 1 think, 
in 1817. I send you the account and seal, with the 
copy I made in gum. If it may tend to elucidate 
what your Correspondent, R. B. (** Current Notes,** for 
February, p. 16) wishes to know, I shall be clad. If it 
is useless, you can destroy my letter. M. C. S. 

Feb. 28th, 1852. 

** 1817, Jane. The original diamond ring of Mary 
Queen of Scots, upon which are engraved the arms of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, qoartered, and which was 
produced in evidence at the trial of the unfortunate Mary, 
as a proof of her pretensions to the Crown of England, 
was in possession of the late Mr. Blachford, a Lord of the 
Admiralty, at the time of his death.* The history of this 
fatal ring is curious: it descended from Mary to her 
grandson, Charles the First, who gave it, on the scaffold, to 
Archbishop Juzon, for his son, Charles the Second, who, 
in his troubles, pawned it in Holland for £300, when it 
was bought by Governor Yale, and sold at hb sale for 
j^20, supposed to the Pretender. Afterwards it came 
into possession of the Earl of Ilay. Duke of Argyll, and 
probably fh>m him to the family of Mr. Blachford, at the 
sale of whose effects it was said to have been purchased for 
the Prince I^gent." 

* Barrington Pope Blachford^ Esq, M.P, waaappohiied 
a Lord qftke Admiralty on the 23rd AuguMt^ 1814. He 
died Uth May, 1816. G. W. 

J. W. B. (f. s. a.^ writes — " In answer to your cor- 
respondent R. B. (" Current Notes,** February) I beg 
to remind him, that the attendants who shew Hol3rrooa 
Palace offer for sale to the visitors a Tassie facsimile 
impression seal of *' Queen Mary's Signet ring.** I 
myself purchased one last summer, and on looking to 
the box in which it is enclosed, I And it is stated to be 
copied from that ** in the collection of the late Earl of 
Buchan.** I know not whether the collection alluded to 
has been dispersed or not. However, if this fact be not 
already familiar to R. B. it may afford him some clue 
in his enquiry. I add an impression from the Seal, 
which exactly tallies with the one engraved in * Cur- 
rent Notes.* ** 

Ring of Mart Queen of Scots. 

Sir, — Having noticed your correspondent R. B.'s 
communication respecting the abo^'e curious relic, I 
beg to state that I also possess a facsimile of the same 
engraved upon crystal, an impression of which I enclose 
for your insnection. I believe the original is in Her 
Majesty's collection at Windsor Castle. 

I am, Sir, respectfully yours, 

15, Park Road, StockweU. J. G. P. 



Lithography. — Your Correspondent, Mr. Cole, is 
very much mistaken (*' Current Notes,*' for February, 
p. 12) in supposing that he possesses the yery first im- 
pression in Lithography in England, although it may be 
from Ackerman*s press, and is certainly a curiosity. 
If Mr. Cole will turn to the second article in the 
" Foreign Review,** No. VII. p. 47, he may find that 
Lithography was practised in England so early as 1802, 
and was mtroduced into France about 1807. 

An Artist. 



Mr. Meadlet. 



March 4, 1852. 
Sir,— Can you tell me anything respecting a 
G. W. Meadley of Bishop Wearmouth, Sunderland? 
I believe he was author of some two or three works 
published by Baldwin and Cradock many years since. 
Yours truly, 

H. K. 



Shovel Board. 



New York, 
14th January, 1852. 
Sir,— -It may possibly be amusing to some of your 
antiquarian friends to know that we have a game in use 
here, which I never saw or heard of in England, except 
in Shakspere*s " Merry Wives of Windsor.** I allude 
to Shovel-board, and I can assure you a capital game it 
is, requiring an eye as quick, and a hand and arm as 
steady, and much stronger, than billiar<is, which it some- 
what resembles. If you wish it described with the rules 
of the game, say the word and I *m your man. 

SS. R. 
Mr. Willis. 

G. W. wiU he glad to receive the information so 
kindltf offered by his Correspondent, 



Latin and Italian Inscription.— At Savona, on 
the Church of the Virgin Mary, occurs the following in- 
scription : — 

In mark ibato, in torbida pbocblla, 
Inyoco tb, nostba bbniona stblla. 
Each of the words are both Latin and Italian. 

A. A. 

Monogram. — The allusion made by your Correspon- 
dent C, in your " Current Notes** for February last, 
p. 11, to my relative Lord Glenelg*s signature, reminds 
me that the letters of the following singular lines, if 
read backwards, will be found the same as if read in the 
usual manner. 

Signa te, riyna, temere me iangit ei angis 
Bomd iibi tubito motibue ibit amor, 

_ A. A._ 
Bombay, July 16th, 1851. 
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Mrs. Crabb. 

Mr. Butterworth (7, Fleet Street) requests the atten- 
tion of the readers of G. W.'s " Current Notes" to the 
distressing case of the Widow of the late Rev. George 
Crabb, whose death was recorded in the Literary and 
Scientific Obituary of last month (p. 16). 

This highly respectable lady was, at the age of 80, 
left pnerfectly destitute, had it not been for the sum of 
£60 immediately forwarded for her relief by the Royal 
Literarv Fund. Some friends have since subscribed 
about the same amount, and Mr. Butterworth's benevo- 
lent object is to raise a sum sufficient to purchase an 
annuity of £50 per annum for Mrs. Crabb— as the 
" relict of one who has laboured for nearly half a 
century in the preparation of works of standard useful- 
ness." 



To Correspondents. 

G. W. fears that he has been taken for a coiyuror, and 
that a serious conspiracy has been organised against him 
by his esteemed Correspondents (to whose commands he 
is always happy to respond) ana the Post Office. But 
how is he to get on ? He can only in the way of busi- 
ness gratefuUy acknowledge the favours conferred on 
him— execute orders— and do his best to reply in the 
smallest type and space in his power — one column; and 
with four woodcuts, which would more than occupy it 
without the illustrative letter-press, being before his eyes. 

For these obvious reasons 

AvspiCB Teucro. (18iA March) cannot, according to his 
request be inserted , as received too late, 

S. S. will find in the Piasxa upon enquiry a eommunieation 
and facsimile most poiiuly forvmrded by Mr, Cole, in reply to 
a noU headed ** Autographic Biography/' in C. N. for 
Feb. p. 15. 

G. S. B. Gainsborough. Thanked : his communication will 
probably appear next month. 

Newspaper paragraphs of the nature referred to (about 
Shahspere) seldom require contradiction ; but G. W.'s Carres' 
pondentf as he has kindly mmitioned the name of an accom- 
plished Prelate, will perhaps name that of the stupid News* 
paper in which the paragraph originally appeared, or the more 
stupid Newspapers into which such a paragraph could have been 
copied? 

X.'s " ertraordinary'* comnnmicatum about ** a most extras 
ordinary Stor^ was duly received. It reminds G. W. of an 
Old Bailey piece of evidence in the case of a man who stole — 
not ajtJcOf but a pair of boots that were hanging outside of a 
shop in Holbom ; when followed and apprehended he attempted 
to escuu himself by saying he had taken them as a Joke. The 
question m consequence by the Counsel was, ** And pray how far 
did he carry the jekeV* " About forty yards" — the reply. 
Now G. W.'a correspondent admits upon X.'s statement 
having currently carried the joke from Lincoln's Inn Fields to 
Covent Garden, and he only wishes that X. would take it back 
again, without the interest, with some of Rogers's lost Notes, 

Mr. Fobs, Sargeon, &c., StocktoD-on-TeeSy 9ih March. 
Thanked, In ** Current Notes" for last month no such aster- 
lion was made as the discovery of a** City of Pigmies,** although 
it was stated that two dwarfs had been brought from Central 



America, and were exhibiting in New York, However, far the 
information rf those who are curious upon this subject, G. W.'s 
correspondent C. F« D. has most kindly forwarded ** more 
ABOUT THOBB AzTic B1PED8," an citract from the New York 
Herald, whieh will be forwarded in the proper quarter. 

To G. W.'s American Corrbsponobnth wAal can he say? 
beyond dncerely acknowledging his gratitude Jor thejavour of 
their communications, and at once declaring his belief in the 
Great Sea Serpent, so voluminous, so overwhelming and really 
so important has been his Catch from the U, S, 

It would literally occupy the space that he wiU have it in his 
power to devote to Current Monthly Notes for the current 
year; and he scarcely knows how to proceed in the task of 
American Selection, 

G. W. however cannot deny himself the pleasure of acknaw' 
lodging these Catches — respecting Niebuhr and Daniel Webster 
— **'Lord MahonverBVLBFranklin** is important — but must stand 
over. So must the Sermon of Dr. Adams ef Boston upon the death 
of Professor Stuart (see «* Current Notes'' for Feb.p, 16)— 
" Dickens* American Notes/' with Laura Bridgman and Lang- 
fellow's Evangeline, appears to be a twaddlish puff. Smarter 
American verses than Sax^t tribute to Jenny Land Goldschmidt 
have come into G. W.'s possession. With Lady Byron's *' say- 
ings and doings'* at Southampton, on board the American 
Frigate, G. W. is quite aswell infarmedas any American News- 
paper paragraph writer from the ** Oriental Hotel" there, can he. 
The Memory of James Fennimore Cooper is as dear to the 
Literature of both countries as that of Thomas Moore must be. 
But alas, their names can only be recorded in the '* Literary 
and Seiefitific Obituary** ofG. W.'s'* Current Notes,^ almost, 
it is sad to think, injuxta position. Morris's*' Yankee Doodle** 
G. W. must take in hand next month. 

Acta Sanctorum received after going to press. 



litoflq null ^rantiftr (Dhitttonf. 

Bentlbt, Joseph Clayton. Engraver and Painter. Syd- 
enham. 9th October, 1851. Aged 42. 

Blackwood, Robert. Publisher, (Firm of Blackwood and 
Sons, Edinburgh). i4th February. 

DOANB, A. S. Dr. Health Officer, (Author and Trans- 
lator of Medical Works). New York. 27th January. 

Keatb, Rev. John, D.D. Many years Head Master of 
Eton College. Hartley Westpall, Hants. 5th Feb. 

Kirk, Rev. John, D.D. Theology, '* The Faith of Ca- 
tholics," &c, Lichfield. 20th December, 1851. 

La&ochb, Benjamin. Translator of Shakspere and Byron, 
Pane, {lately). Aged 54. 

Lkbs, Rev. Sir Haroonrt, Bart. Political Writer. Black- 
rock, Dublin. 7th Febmary. Aged 75. 

MooRB, Thomas. Poet. Sloporton Cottage, Wiltshire. 
25tb February. Aged 72. 

Nbwbll, Rev. Robert Hasell, (Rector of little Hormead, 
Herts). Author of three Illustnted works, ** On the 
locaUty of Goldsmith's Deserted Village," <* The 
Scenery of Wales," and '* The Zoology of the English 
Poets." 31st January. Aged 73. 

OxBBRRT, William H. Actor. Author of Dramatic 
Chronology and Dramas. 2dth February. Aged 44. 

Parant, S. B. Painter on Porcelain and Ivory. Paris, 
{lately). Aged 54. 

Thompson, W. C. Natnral BQstory. London. 17th 
Febmary. Aged 47* ^^~^ i 
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" I will make a prief of it in my Note-Book." — Shakspere. 



[April, 1852. 



NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 
To THE " Price Current op Literature." 

G. Willis gratefally acknowledges the various interest- 
ing documents and letters he has received. He is anxious 
that it should be perfectly understood that he is not the 
author of any statement, representation, or opinion, that 
may appear in his '* Current Notes," which are merely selec- 
tions from communicatioDS made to him in the course of 
his business, and which appear to him to merit attention. 
Every statement therefore is open to correction or discus- 
sion, and the writers of the several paragraphs should be 
considered as alone responsible for their assertions. Al- 
though many notes have hitherto appeared anonymously, 
or with initial letters, yet wherever a serious contradiction 
is involved, G. Willis trusts that his Correspondents will 
feel the necessity of allowing him to make use of their 
names when properly required. 




The Ancient Hebrew Harp. 

Sir,— In Kitto's Biblical Cyclopcedia, vol. 2. p. 373, we 
find the following coin, on 
which is engraved an ancient 
harp surrounded by the letters. 
Filth Chtr Phi, which 
may be construed thus ; — 

'THaFsLATAHCrrHARA OF Pdu' 
After referring the readers 
of " Current ^fi)tes" to the 
" London Encyclopeedia," word 
Falasha, and Prichard*s Phy- 
sical History of Mankind, vol. 1, "On the Races of 
People in the Interior of Africa," let us have recourse to 
Etymology for a further elucidation of this singular coin, 
and the Semi-Jewish tribe whose name it bears. 

FelatalL — Hebrew \f^^phalatf which by comparison 
with its cognates signifies, to separate fronts retire intOy 
(another country) ; and with its affix niobs phalatah, 
or Felatah, signifying evasio, liberation renduum, Jjfc, 
Cithara.— Greek KiBapa, Hebrew and Chaldee "llDn 
chatar^ a sticky (plectrum), to beat with a stick ; there- 
fore the instrument cannot be the ]itZ77 ^>^^> deeaohor- 
don ; but nroperly, I think, the harp or lyre that was 
beaten with the plectrum. 

Pul.— Hebrew ^13 phuU or Pul, (Isaiah Ixvi. 19.) 
*« Africa, ea pars qua afmd Fesam:' 

Such is the value of rightly interpreting the ancient 
coins of various nations. 

Yours truly, 

T. R. Brown. 
Southwick, Onndle, March 27ih, 1852. 



ARCHiEOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 

1% eompliance with the with wry generally expressed 
by O, W*s Subtcribers and Correspondents, particularly 
by 8, E, (" Cwrent Notes" for March, p. 22,) G. TV 
has collected the titles qf the ehitf Archaoioyieal publica- 
tions in England, and in France and Qtrmany, The 
former he believes to be nearly correct, but the latter is 
necessarily very imperfect, with the exception qf the 
North qf France. Very few foreign Antiquarian publica- 
tions fiid their way to this country, as reference to the 
libraries of the British Museum and the Society qf 
Antiquaries will prove. 

Publications of Antiquarian Societies, etc. in 
England and in France. 

** ArchsBologia*' of the Society of Antiquaries of London. 
Part I. Vol. XXXIV. 4to. 1851. Half a volume pub- 
lished yearly. 

" Vetusta Monumenta** of the same Society ; suspended 
for some five or six years, folio 

"Proceedings of," in 8vo. published for the Fellows, 
quarterly. Vol. II. No. 29, 1852. 

Catalogue of the Kerrich Collection of Roman Coins, 
8vo. 1852. 

" Archeeologia ^liana'* of the Society of Antiquaries of 

Newcastle-upon-TYne, Vol. IV. Part 1, 4to. 1846. 

This work has been suspended since 1846. 

ArchsBologia Scotica of the Society of Antiquaries of 
Scotland, suspended for many years, or, it may be 
said, defimct ; it extends only to Part II. Vol. IV. 
1833. 

Journal of the British Archaeological Association, VoL 
VII. 8vo. complete, 1852. 

ArchsQological Journal of the Archaeological Institute, 
Vol. Vni. 8vo. complete, 1852. 

(Vol. 1 of this work was compiled chiefly by Members 
of the Association, and records the Proceedings of 
the original institution before the secession and for- 
mation of tlie Institute^ 

Sussex Archseolojgical Collections, published by the 
Sussex ArchsBOlogical Society, Vol. IV. 8vo. 1851. 

Orimnal Papers, published by the Norfolk and 
iforwich Archseological Society, Vol. III. Part 3. 
8vo. 1852. 

Proceedings of the Bury and West Suffolk Archeeolo- 
gical Institute, established 1848, VoL I. Part 5. 8vo. 
1851. 

Proceedings and Papers of the Historic Society of 
Lancashire and Cheshire, Vol. II. Part 1. 8vo. 1851. 

" Archsdologia Cambriensis,'* and Journal of the Cam- 
brian ^chsdological Association, Vol. III. (new 
series) Part 2. 1852. 

Journal of the Chester aAd Cheshire Architectural 
Archsdological Society, Vol. I. Part 1. 8vo. 1850. 

* Oigitized by ^^^ ^^ ^^^^--^ 
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Proceedings of the Kilkenny Archssological Society ? 
Museum of Classical Antiquities, Part I. Vol. II. 8vo. 

1852. 
Collectanea Antiqua (by C. Roach Smith,) Part IX. 

Vol. II. 8vo. 1852. 
ReliquifiB AntiqusB Eboracenses, (by W. Bowman,) 

Part II. 4to. Leeds, 1852. 
Numismatic Chronicle and Journal of the Numismatic 

Society, Vol. XV. No. 1, 1852. 

There are numerous other local Societies in England, 
but as they have never printed any proceedings they 
can scarcely be regarded as more than nominally 
Archeeological Societies. 

FoKEiGN Societies, etc. 

Society of Antiquaries of France, Proceedings, (Bul- 
letin Monumental), 8vo. annually to 1851. 

Society of Antiquaries of Normandy (Caen) Memoires, 
2^ Serie, 9« Vol. 4.to. (Vol. XIX of theCoUection,) 1852. 

Society of Antiquaries of Picardy (Amiens,) vol. XI. 
8vo. 1851. 

Society of Antiquaries of the West (Poitiers), Vol. 
XVIII. 8vo. 1848. 

Society of Antiquaries of the Morini (St. Omer), Vol. 
VIII. 8vo. 1850. 

Society of Emulation of Abbeville, Vol. VI. 8vo. 1851. 

Societe EMuenne des Lettres, Sciences et Arts, (Autun), 
Vol. II. 8vo. 1849. 

Society for Historical Researches, etc. of the Grand- 
Duchy of Luxembourg, Vol. III. 4to. 1847. 

Revue Numismatique (quarterly), commenced in 1836, 
8vo. This work is very valuable, not only for the 
excellent papers it contains, but also for the numerous 
illustrations. Edited by MM. £. Cartier and de la 
Saussaye. 

Revue Arch^l(^que (quarterly), commenced in 1844. 
8vo. Leleux, Paris — Curt, London. Also a valuable 
periodical. 

Annalen des Vereins fur Nassauische Alterthumskunde 
und Geschichtsforschung (Wiesbaden), 8 vols. 8vo. 
to 1850. 

Zeitschrift des Vereins zur Erforschungder Rheinischen 
Geschichte u. Alterthiimer in Mainz, (Mayence), in 
8vo. and 4to. 1850. 

Jahrbiicher des Vereins von Alterthumsfreunden im 
Rheinlande, No. XVI. 8vo. 1851 . Bonn. 

Geschichte der vormaligen freien adcligen Benedictiner- 
Abtei Sunnesheim von Karl Wilhelmi, from 1831 to 
1851, in 8vo. Sinsheim. 
Most of these German publications are in thin yearly 

volumes without indices. 

The Leabned Societies akd Pbiktikg Clubs of 
the United Kingdom j as existing in 1847, have been 
classified in an 8vo. volume of 3(1^ pages, by the Rev. 
Dr. Hume, to which those who require information 
respecting their Oririn, History, Objects, and Constitu- 
tion, are referred, it contains full details as to Mem- 
bership, Fees, their published Works, Notices of their 
Periods and Places of Meeting, with a General Intro- 



duction, and a good Index. As a book of reference, it 
is absolutely necessary for all public libraries. 

The Obigin of Yankee Doodle. — The "Tran- 
script," (American paper), of 28th February last, con- 
tains the following pungent verses respecting 
The Omonf or Yanubb Doodle, 

AFTER TUB MANNER OP TBB OLD CONTINENTAL BALUID 
WRITERS, BY OEOROB P. MORRIS, £8Q. 

Once on a time old Johnny Bull, 

Flew in a raging fury, 
And swore that Jonathan should have 

No trials, sir, by jury : 
That no elections should be held, 

Across the briny waters : 
'< And now," says he, " I '11 tax the tea 

Of all his sons and daughters." 
Then down he sat in burly state, 

And blustered like a grandee, 
And in derision made a tune 

Called •• Yankee Doodle dandy." 
<* Yankee Doodle" — these are facts— 

" Yankee doodle dandy : 
'* My son of wax, your tea I '11 tax— 

'* Yankee doodle' dandy." 

John sent the tea from o'er the sea 

Viitb heavy duties rated ; 
But whether hyson or bohea, 

I never heard it stated. 
Then Jonathan to pout began — 

He laid a strong embargo— 
« I '11 drink no tea, by Jove !" so he 

Threw overboard the cargo. 
Then Johnny sent a regiment. 

Big words and looks to bandy. 
Whose martial band, when near the land, 

Play'd '' Yankee doodle dandy." 
'* Yankee doodle — keep it up ! 

*' Yankee doodle dandy I 
'* 1 '11 poison with a tax your cup, 

** Yankee doodle dandy." 

A long war then they had, in which 

John was at last defeated— 
And ** Yankee doodle" was the march 

To which his troops retreated. 
Cute Jonathan, to see them fly, 

Could not restrain his laughter : 
** That tune," says he, '* suits to a T, 

I '11 sing it ever after." 
Old Johnny's face, to his disgrace. 

Was flushed with beer and brandy, 
E*en while he swore to sing no more, 

This *' Yankee doodle dandy." 
« Yankee doodle— ho I ha ! he 1 

'' Yankee doodle dandy — 
** We kept the tune, but not the tea, 

*' Yankee doodle dandy." 

I 've told yon now the origin 

Of this most lively ditty, 
Which Johnny Bull ditlikes as '* duU 

And stupid !" — ^what aj^ity ! 

' Clnnolc> 
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With '' Hail Columbia I" it is sung. 

In chorus fiill and hearty — 
On land and main, we breathe the strain, 

John made for his tea-party. 
No matter how we rhyme the words, 

The music speaks them handy, 
And where 's the fair can't sing the air. 

Of " Yankee doodle dandy !'' 
" Yankee doodle — firm and true — 

** Yankee doodle dandy ~ 
'< Yankee doodle, doodle doo I 

*< Yankee doodle dandy." 

Lord Mahon and General Greene and La 
Fayette.— C. F. J), presents his compliments to Mr. 
Willis, and with reference to the fifth paragraph headed 
" Scraps from the United States,** which appeared in 
" Current Notes** for February last, p. 13, forwards him 
the following communication, which from the initials he 
presumes is nrom the pen of Mr. Hildreth, the hbtorian: — 

*' The fifth and sixth volumes of Lord Mahon's History 
of England from the peace of Utrecht, have for a leading 
subject the early years of the American Revolutionary War. 
Writing from the English point of view, the proceedings 
of Parliament and the English side of the story naturally 
form the foreground of the picture, while the aflairs of the 
colonies themselves — certainly the most interesting as well 
as the most important, not for Americans only, but for all 
historical students— fall into a distant perspective. The 
American part of Lord Mahon's book is very slight in its 
execution, made up mostly of anecdotes and extracts of 
letters, good as illustrations, but hardly as substance ; in- 
dicating often but a superficial knowledge on the part of 
the writer, and conveying to the reader no distinct or con- 
nected idea of the American side of the story. With a 
great show of candour, ' My Lord' also evinces through- 
out a somewhat anxious desire to depreciate the ' rebels.' 
Thus Franklin is pursued with pitiful but persevering ran- 
oour, charged with falsehood and duplicity, because he, like 
most of the other Americans of that day, arrived at the 
point of separation and independence only by gradual 
steps; because his opinions and views of 1769 and 1775 
did not correspond altogether with those of 1795; and 
because he appears to have spoken — as what was more 
natural? — ^with somewhat more of freedom and with greater 
dislike of the British connexion among his intimate asso- 
ciates than when addressing himself to the British ministry 
or to British statesmen. 

A curious instance of this sort of spitefulness, which con- 
stantly exhibits itself throughout the book, occurs in the 
case of Gen. Greene, of whom Lord Mahon writes : ** The 
command of this important post (Brooklyn) was entrusted by 
Washington to Gen. Greene, an officer of bravery and enter- 
prise, * but (^intemperate habitt;* and he adds, in a note, 
* Greene, un g^niral eouvent ivre.' These are the words 
of La Fayette; M^m. et Corresp. Vol. I. p. 21, ed. 1837." 
The edition in the original French here quoted is not at 
hand, but in that published the same year at New York 
and London, in England, and like theFVench edition under 
authority of La Fayette's representatives, the entire pas- 
sage above referred to, reads as follows : After an account 
of the appearance of the American army as first seen by 
La Fayette in the summer of 1777 — about 11,000 men, ill 



armed, and still worse clothed, and very deficient in tacdcs. 
La Fayette adds : ' Lord Stirling, more courageous than 
judicious, another General who wat often intoxicated, and 
Greene, whose talents were only then known to his in- 
timate friends, commanded as Major Generals.' The other 
General here referred to was Stephen, who was cashiered not 
long after on that very ground, for his misbehaviour at the 
Battle of Germantown. And as there can scarcelybe a doubt 
that this version gives the correct sense of the French ori- 
ginal, there is room for apprehension that Lord Mahon is 
not only incorrect in giving only a part of a sentence, thus 
putting into La Fayette's mouth what he never said, but 
that even the order of the words has been changed, the 
name of Greene being removed from the end to the begin- 
ning of the quotation. Upon this point I will add some- 
thing further, so soon as I can obtain the French original." 
H. H. 

The Sale of Antiquities, &c. which took place at 
Messrs. Sotheby and Wilkinson's rooms, on the 5th of 
this month, and two following days, although one made 
up by the dealers in such articles, attracted considerable 
attention, and many things, if not bought in, realised 
considerable prices ; the total produce of the sale being, 
it is said, upwards of twelve hundred pounds. 

In the first and third day*s sale several lots of articles, 
well known to Archeeologists as Celts, and of which 

the usual ap- 

rance may 
recognised 
from figures 1 
and 2, sold on 
the average for 
about half-a- 
crown each. A 
large quantity 
of antique gems 
— none of any 
extraordinary 
merit—in mo- 
dern setting of 
gold, ranged 
from about ten 
shillings to two 
guineas each. 
There were 
some specimens 
of Irish ring 
money, which 
sold or were 
fi«« !• fi«- 2. bought in at 

very high prices ; and some appeared to have been 
tamperdi with, if not manufacturetl for the market. 

The second day's sale contained many good Etruscan 
and Roman bronzes. A Winged Victory (Lot 222) was 
knocked down at £5. A Lamp with the original chain 
for suspension (Lot 238) at £5. Ss. An Etruscan stew- 
pan (Lot 256) at £5. 10^. And the Leg of a Roman 
Warrior, the foot sandalled (Lot 234) at £7. 7*. But 
the great object of the day was (Lot 266) a bronze figure 
of an Archer, which was stated to have been discovered 
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in July, 1842, while excavating for making a sewer in 
Queen Street, Cheapside, London, and which, if standing 
erect, would have heen fifteen inches, but in its stooping 
posture the perpendicular height was about eleven 
inches. It has been described and figured in the 
Archeeologia, vol. xxx. plate xxii. p. 544. 

This really fine work of art was put up at 30 guineas, 
and, after a slight struggle, knocked down to Pumell 
B. Purnell, Esq., of Stancombe Park, Dursley, Glouces- 
tershire for 125. The Etruscan fictile vases sold for about 
as many shillings as forty years ago thejr would have 
brought pounds, but the miscellaneous articles brought 
extraordinarily high prices. Two Necklaces of common 
Venetian beails (Lots 351 and 357) worth about half-a- 
crown each, were eagerly contendea for, and the hammer 
fell at £2, 6s. The second day's sale closed with a 
struggle for various gold Etruscan fibulee and orna- 
ments, w}iich went at high prices, and it was under- 
stood in the room that an Etruscan gold necklace, with 
a head of Medusa attached, was bought in at no less a 
sura than £50. 

The third day's sale was less attractive. An exceed- 
ingly curious Lamp in bronze (Lot 470), of oval form, 
with four burners issuing from the siaes, the handle 
formed of figures of grotesque animals, and stated to 
have been found near London Bridge, produced four 
guineas. There were a few (eight) ifiuminated Manu- 
scripts, but none sold for extravagant prices. An 
Etruscan gold wreath, composed of masks and foliage 
worn round tlie helmet, lirom the Canino Collection 
(Lot 52.9) was secured by T. Crofton Croker, Esq., for 
£19. 105. With the disposal of some Shaksperian 
relics this very miscellaneous sale closed, but they did 
not appear to be much coveted. 

There were some fine and many desirable specimens, 
with a few of very doubtful character, and some unques- 
tionable forgeries. The Earl Cadogan, Sir Gardiner 
Wilkinson, I>r. Henderson, and other amateurs of Art 
and Archaeology, seemed to watch the progress of the 
sale with considerable interest. N. 



The 
G. W.' 




March last, No. XV. p. 19, and the Rev, Dr. Hume, of 
Liverpool, February, No. XIV. p. 10, are both in an 
unnecessary *^fume** about what easily admits of expla- 
nation ; if, indeed, the history of an old tobacco pipe 
required one. *' Suppose," says T. M. " that I was in 
a hoaxing humour, and that no such Inn ever existed at 
Fulham as the Golden Lion ?" " Now," continues our 
Correspondent, " 1 may as well suppose that no such 
person ever existed as T. M., but to prove that such an 
Inn existed at Fulham as the Golden Lion, I send you 
a series of twelve sketches which were presented to me 
by Mr. Henry Warren, the President of the New Society 
of Watercolour Painters, and which were made of and in 
it in April, 1836, previous to the old hostelrie being pulled 
down and replaces by a modem public house bearing the 
same name. You have my permission to engrave any 
one or two of these studies, and I have been assured 
that the oak panneling of some of the principal rooms 
was purchased by a dealer, and re-sold to the Earl of 
Ellenborough for the fitting of his Lordship's residence, 
Southam House, Cheltenham.** 

Availiruf kim- 
9elf of this per- 
mission^ O. W, 
has caused first 
to be enpravea the 
Chimney Piece of 
.,, the back room, 
;j ground floor, South 
fk side, and opposite 
'■■' the Chimney Piece, 
back room, first 
floor, as charac- 
teristic specimens 
of this curious 
old house. 




Golden Lion, Fulham, " should not,** writes 
s Correspondent, T. C. C. " be confounded with 
the Golden Lion, 
Brompton, the 
exterior decora- 
tion of which was 
figured in ' Cur- 
rent Notes,* No. 
III. for March, 
1851, p. 22, with a 
facetious reference 
to Sir Charles 
Eastlake*s speech 
at the Macready 
dinner.** And it 
appears to G. W.'s 
Correspondent 
thatT.M.in**Cur- 
rent Notes'* for 



Formation of the Union Jack. 

Esplanade, Sidmouth, March 27th, 1852. 
Sir, — The annexed may possibly be of use to H. M. 
in your " Current Notes'* for March, but I am not able 
to refer to the work from which it is taken. 
Yours obediently, 
Mr. Willis, W . G. Clarke. 

St. George's red cross on a white ground^ and St. 
Andren^s 'white cross {diagonally) on a blue ground. 
In 1800, St. Patrick^ s red cross, on a white ground, 
was added. 

The flag should be constructed to shew the three 
crosses distinctly. 

The Union Jack. 

Yarmo, March 29th, 1852. 
Sir,—" H. M.'* of the March « Current Notes,** 
p. 20, enquires " the formation of our British Union 
Jack." To describe it in heraldic terms is as follows : 
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Az. a cross saltire argent encalved gules; over all a 
common cross, the same as first. I believe there are no 
given rules as to its proportion. This appears to be the 
best, viz. the breadth three-fourths of the length. But 
the inclosed, forwarded to U. M., will suffice for all.* 

* B, M, mil find the drawing so kindly forwarded 
addreseed to him at the PublUher'e, G. W. 



The Union Jack and Monumental Brasses. 

11, Montpelier Square, Brompton, 
March 28th, 1852. 
Sir, — Your Correspondent, H. M. will find a very 
curious history of the origin and formation of the Union 
Jack in Brayley*8 ** Graphic Illustrator :" it is written 
by the late Sir Harris Nicolas, and the " absurd ar- 
rangement** of the National Flag elucidated by nine 
heraldic woodcuts. 

Perhaps you will permit me to embrace this oppor- 
tunity of saying a few words on the abstraction of 
Monumental Brasses from churches, which has attracted 
the attention of some of your Correspondents lately; 
one of whom throws the blame almost wholly on *' the 
sectarian soldiers of Cromwell's time.*** I am not 
desirous of defending these men, but I am desirous that 
modern Churchwardens should not screen their neglect 
by such an excuse. A slight research among our topo- 
graphical works will prove, that a very large abstraction 
and destruction of such memorials has taken place in 
comparatively recent times. In the introduction to. 
Cotman's " Brasses of Norfolk and Suffolk," he notes 
that " in 1800 the chancel of Ingham was completely 
swept of all its beautiful memorials of the Stapleton 
family. They were sold as old metal, and it was com- 
monly reported by whom they were bought and sold; 
but nobody sought to recover them ; neither minister 
nor churchwarden cared for any of these things.** The 
beautiful brass (engraved in this same work) of Robert 
Attelath, Mayor of Lynn in 1374., was about forty years 
ago '* given out of the church by the Churchwardens to 
a person who sold it for five shillings to a brass founder.** 
The collection of rubbings from Brasses made about the 
same time and bequeathed to the British Museum by the 
late Francis Douce, present several since destroyed. 
The Journal of the Archeeological Association narrates 
the fact of several removed from a country church be- 
cause their rivets became loose, and *' tripped up the 
old women who came to the fore seats in the aisle.^' I 
remember several instances of Brasses thus loosened, 
taken up and thrown in vestries or belfries, until they 
were sufficiently forgotten to be carried out and sold to 
the metal-founder. Some few Antiquaries have argued 
that they are better taken care of in their museums 
than thus exposed to destruction ; and churchwardens 
being willing " to get rid of the ugly old things," many 

* See communication from " One of the Ezecators" of 
the late Sir Samuel R. Meyrick, printed in '* Current 
Notes" for Janoaiy last, p. 2. 



have disappeared this way. Let me, however, record 
one instance of honourable restitution. The effigy of 
an armed knight, of the Bacon family, (temp. Edw. I.) 
in Gorleston Church, SuflPolk, engraved by Cotman, " in 
1810 was gone, and supposed to be irretrievably lost; 
but at the sale of Mr. Craven Ord's curiosities, it was 
purchased by John Gage, Esq., who, with correct feeling 
and good taste, gave it back to the church, and Dawson 
Turner, Esq., at his expense, had it replaced in its 
original position.** Surely, the soldiers of Cromwell 
have sins enough to answer for, without heaping those 
of modem Churchwardens on their heads. 
I am. Sir, yours very truly, 
Mr. G. Willis. F. W. Fairholt. 



Monumental Brasses of Lincolnshire. 

The Lincolnshire Architectural Society propose to 
superintend the publication of the most interesting 
Monumental Brasses of that County. The work to 
be comprised in 12 parts, containing about five plates 
each ; and published at intervals of two months : with 
a small volume of descriptive letter-press at the close of 
the series. 

Brasses from the following churches (among others) 
will be included in this series :— Barton, Boston, Bus- 
lingthorpe, Great Coates, Croft, Covenham, Grainthorpe, 
Gunby, Hainton, Irnham, South Kelsey, Linwood, 
South Ormsby, Spilsby, Tattershall, Wrangle, &c. 

The Rev. F. P. Lowe, Saltfieetby, Louth, is the 
Hon. Sec. of the Lincolnshire Architectural Society. 
But the work will not be issued till a sufficient number 
of subscribers, at £14^, or at about Qd per plate, has 
been obtained to ensure the Society against any loss. 

ARCHiEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES, AND THEIR WORKS. 
Northampton, March 14th, 1852. 

Sir, — I am rather amused (see p. 12 " Current 
Notes** for February last) at the apparent strength of 
Architectural Science in the Midland Counties. There 
are, it seems, J?wr Societies, and in one year they 
publish almost one volume ! If four Societies can only 
produce one " handsome octavo volume** in so long a 
period, I should suggest their dissolving themselves, and 
let some one active and competent member do the work. 
The truth is, half of these Societies are merely archi- 
tectural Mrs. Harrises — talked about, but seldom or 
never seen. One liberal man, who would give a couple 
of hundred of pounds towards a work published by 
some creditable architect, would beat them all. 
I am. Sir, yours truly, 

Mr. Willis. Anti-Socialist. 



WiERX, the ENGRAyER. 

April 2nd, 1852. 
Sir, — I shall be obliged by any reference you can 
give me, through your interesting columns, to tfee works 
and date of an old engraver, " H. Wierx,** and oblige 
Yours, 
Mr. Willis. 
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The Pillar Print op Oliver Cromwell. 

Brompton, April 10th, 1852. 

Dear Sir, — As this famous Portrait seems to be an 
object of interest to several of your subscribers, I take 
the liberty of adding my mite of information concerning 
it. In the March Number of " Current Notes," p. 21, 
it is stated that Caulfield valued a good impression of it 
at £36, but your Correspondent remarks, that " this 
was all very well for a dealer's valuation," adding, that 
the one sold at the Strawberry Hill sale was bought by 
a printseller for £7. 15^. That Caulfield was nearly right 
in his appreciation, I find confirmed by reference to the 
Catalogue of the * extensive and choice collection of 
Prints' formed by my uncle, the late Robert Morse, Esq. 
of Clarges Street, Piccadilly, which was sold by auction 
by the well-known Dodd, May 15th, 1816, and 27 fol- 
lowing davs. This portrait (Lot 1335), described as 
" an excellent impression and of the utmost rarity," 
sold for £30 19^ Sa, This, it is true, was in the high 
and palmy time of print-collecting, as the prices of a 
few others ^vill testify. James I. by W. Pas, sold for 
£14 3« 6rf. Edward Somerset, Earl of Worcester, by 
Simon Pas, for £9 9^. Edmond Baron Sheffield, for 
£10. Sir Julius Ceesar, by Elstracke, for £10 10*. 
Frances Bridges, Countess of Exeter, by Faithome, for 
£10. Lot §602, Strutt*s Dictionary of Engravers, 
illustrated by 2820 prints, exhibiting specimens of the 
works of 1680 different engravers, bouna in 18 vols, sold 
for £288 15*. Lot 3600, Vandyck's Works, a magni- 
ficent collection of engravings after his paintings, for 
£198 ; and others in the same proportion. 

Your obedient servant and collaborateur, 

Mr. Willis. Charles Edmonds. 



Tokens op the Seventeenth Century. 

The notice of Tradesmen's tokens, inserted in the 
"Current Notes'* of Feb. 25th, has attracted more 
attention than I expected, as besides the letters pub- 
lished in the Notes of March 25th, I have had direct 
communications from Andover and Downpatrick. In 
reply to the obliging letter of " K. L." Dublin, I beg to 
say, that I had seen the engraving of the Cork farthing 
in Mr. Lindsay's work, but as I did not sufliciently ex- 
press my meaning, I will now explain what I meant by 
" the Commonwealth Af^ms,^* viz. that the two shields 
of Arms of England and Ireland were side by side, as 
shewn on the Token engraved in the " Notes,'* and pre- 
cisely in the form they appear on the Coins of the Com- 
monwealth, not separate as on the Cork farthing, one 
shield on the obverse, the other on the reverse side. 
They are all scarce : I do not know a single example 
of these Arms on an English token. Dr. Smith's Cata- 
logue of Irish Tokens was unknown to me ; I shall take 
the first opportunity to procure a copy. 

My chief object in writing the notice was to get any 
information concerning the Tokens of Scotland, whether 
there are any besides the Royal tokens. The Scotch 
tokens of the 18th Century, mentioned by your corre- 
spondent " M. A. M." are well known, and engraved in 



the excellent work by Charles Pye, on the " Provincial 
Coins and Tokens issued from the year 1787 to 1801, 
Birmingham, 1801." 

The following passage from Thoresby, the Leeds histo- 
rian, who was a celebrated Numismatist in his day, gives 
the best information I can find on the subject: he says : — 

" When private persons first obtained liberty of 
having their own names inscribed on the Tokens, I can- 
not learn. Sir William Dick had that favour in Cliarles 
I.'s time, but that was in Scotland. It seems to have 
been otherwise in England. I have by me a copy of an 
order in Council, whereby it appears that only the 
King's farthing tokens should be current here,* and the 
privflege of coining them was granted to the Duke of 
Lennox, and the Marquis of Hamilton, under the Great 
Seal." 

The passage is obscure, and does not sufficiently give 
the information wanted, as the great bulk of these 
tokens were issued during the time of the Common- 
wealth and the reign of Charles II. 

The study of Tradesmen's tokens has met with such 
unmerited contempt from some of our ablest antiquaries, 
that it seems rash to attempt an apology for them ; but 
any one who is well acquainted with them knows the 
fund of amusement and instruction that may be derived 
from them, and if they continue to be slighted as they 
have been, many specimens will be irretrievably lost to 
future antiquaries. A few further remarks on them 
may be interesting to your general readers. 

After a careful calculation, I cannot estimate the 
number of these tokens at less than 40,000, and I think 
that number less than the real quantity ; from various 
correspondence with collectors, I always find that they 
have a large number different to mine. Mr. Akerman 
has described 24^1 in his list of London Tokens only. 
The great loss to the public compelled the Government 
to put them down under the severest penalties : very 
large numbers may be picked out of a collection, which 
would require a dozen to weigh a modem halfpenny ; 
their paltry intrinsic value, no doubt, prompted many 
unprincipled shopkeepers to issue them, from the profit 
they derived from the quantity which would be lost, 
owing to their small size. There is scarcely a village 
that had not its local currency. I possess tokens of 684 
cities, towns, and villages. 

Amongst the different trades and professions which 
appear on the tokens, that of a Musician is seldom met 
with : the following is an interesting example, and 
furnishes an early example of Punch — 





» The word " here" is ambigaous ; I sappose ** in Scot- 
l.Bd-i. intended. ...CoOglc 
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Henry Laude, Newark, says, " Noe want where these 
are." The cruel sport of cock fighting is on the token 
of William Docker, of Leeds, drawer. Gateshead has 
a punning coat of arms—a goat's head : to the lovers of 
Heraldry there is a fund of amusement ; hesides the 
Arms of the Trading Companies of London, we have the 
Arms of Corporations, and families. Many of the Cor- 
porations issued their tokens : Wotton-under-Edge has, 
" This farthing token will be owned by the Mayor and 
Aldermen." The Bristol Corporation farthing is of good 
size and execution : many dinerent dies were used. It 
is an exceedingly common token, and remarkable, as 
being the only one issued in that important commercial 
town. Many names of towns appear on these tokens, 
which would puzzle a gazetteer to find out : two names 
occur to me at this moment, Ozed and Fairefax. 

To those who are interested in Tokens, I would re- 
commend the " ReliquisB Antiques Eboracenses, or Re- 
mains of Antiquities in Yorkshire,'* which can be supplied 
by you : two numbers are published, each containing a 
plate of Yorkshire Tokens. 

Leeds, April 1852. William Botns. 



The Percy Society have resolved " that consider- 
ing the present circumstances of the Society, it is expe- 
dient that the Society be dissolved at the close of the 
current year, (dOth April next) ; and that the Books 
which remain in hand be divided amongst those Members, 
then not in arrear of their subscriptions, so far as the 
stock will allow, and with advantage of priority in pro- 
portion to the period of subscription." 



Monument to the Poet Blair. — "The Glasgow 
literati propose to erect a monument at Athelstaneford, 
to the memory of Blair, the author of" The Grave," and 
other poetical works. Blair was long the parish Minister 
of Athelstaneford, and is buried in the grave-yard there." 
— Sunday TimeSj II th April 

Boccaccio's Decamerone, 

Your Correspondent W. B. M. ("Current Notes" 
for March last, p. 20), will find a curious account of the 
auction sale of the Boccaccio, in the third volume of 
Dibdin's Bibliographicad Decameron, and a minute 
description of the precious volume itself in the Biblio- 
theca Spenceriana, Vol. iv. It is not however " unique." 
There was a copy in tlie Blenheim Collection, and 
another somewhat defective and " cruelly washt and 
crept," in the Royal Library at Paris, 

Yours truly, 

Mb. Willis. A Bookworm. 



William Denham.— Who was a Member of the 
Goldsmith's Company in the reign of Elizabeth. F. R. S. 
enquires, "Can any of G. W.'s Correspondents give me 
any particulars respecting him ? If so, I should feel 
much obliged." 



Shakespeare's Characters. 

Gainsborough, March 15, 1852. 

Sir, — There has gone the round of the papers a 
paragraph, stating that though individuds of almost 
every nation appear as characters in one or other of 
Shakespeare's Plays, yet there never occurs an Irish- 
man. I do not know whether this has been contradicted 
or not ; but it is capable of contradiction, as a distin- 
guished Prelate proved to me by taking down his volume 
of Shakespeare, containing the Play of Henry V. There 
in the 3rd Act, Scene 2nd, Fluellen, the Welchman, 
holds an animated and very characteristic conversation 
with Capt. Macmorris, an Irishman. The original can 
be consulted. The Irish peculiarities are wefl hit off. 
So much for the charge of omission which has been 
brought against our great Bard, 

I am, Sir, yours, faithfully, 

Mr. Willis. C. S. B. 

Queries. 

Sir, — I shall be greatly obliged if you will permit me 
to propound the flowing queries in your "Current 
Notes:" 

1. Is any endeavour being made to complete that 
vast work, the "Acta Sanctorum,'' the last volume of 
which was published at Brussels in 1846 ? 

2. Where can I see a list of the persons on whom it 
was proposed by Charles the Second to confer the Order 
of the Royal Oak? 

3. Is there any English translation of the " Aurea 
Legenda" besides the one by Caxton, and has that 
translation ever been reprinted ? E. P. 



Autographic Biography. 

March 6, 1852. 

Sir, — I have taken some little pains to find out 
S. S.'s quere (" Current Notes," Feb. p. 15), without 
further success than to presume (in the absence of a 
facsimile) that the " Orford" must be the Earl created 
1742, there being a " Kendal" title then in existence : 
extinct 1743. Your correspondent can, without great 
difficulty, compare it with those mutilated documents, 
I should say, tnat have been so frequently dispersed at 
the various sales from the stock of Messrs. Upcott, 
Cole & Co., originally in the Exchequer State Paper 
Office, from whence no doubt it came. 

Yours, 

Mr. Willis. *• Maooq." 

Mrs. Boddington. 

29th March, 1652. 
Sir, — Perhaps some of your readers will kindly afford 
me some information relative to Mrs. Bobdingtok, 
authoress of The Gossip's Weekj Reminiscences of the 
Rhine, Sketches of the Pyrenees, and a volume of 
Poems, published by Longman & Co. in 1839? 

Yours obediently, 
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The Arctic searching Expedittok.— No less than 
twenty Flags have been presented to Captain Sir Edward 
Belcher, designed and embroidered by the fair fingers of 
his relatives and friends. Previous to the sailing of the 
" Assistance," they were displayed on the quarter-deck 
of that ship, for the inspection of the distinguished 
visitors who repaired on ooard to take leave of this 
distin^ished, gallant, and cnterprismg officer. The 
following list of their devices and mottoes may not be 
an uninteresting record : — 

1. Black poundng eagle, white ground, scarlet border. 
Motto, on scarlet ground, 

** SPEED TO THE RESCUE." C. B. 

2. Golden lion, blae ground, scarlet border. Garter 
endonng, with motto in black, 

** WHILST I BREATHE, I HOPE." M. R. 

3. Gold anchor, blue ground. Motto, 

** HOPE ON — HOPE EVER." E. M. 

4. White bear, blue ground. Motto, 

'* BEAR AND FORBEAR." C. M. 

5. Spade, ioe-saw, pickaxe, bright green ground. Motto, 
on black scroll, 

"PERSEVERE AND PROSPER." S. C. M. 

6. Gold star, crimson ground, 

''LEAD THOU U8 ON." S. A. W. 

7. White dove, blue ground. Motto, on scarlet, 

" 00 FORTH IN FAITH." M. L. 

8. Gold star, blue ground. Motto, 

"FAITHFUL AND TRUE." E. B. 

9. Green wreath, crimson ground. Motto, 

" NONE BUT THE BRAVE DESERVE THE CROWN." I. W. 

10. Gold lion, scarlet. Motto, on blue garter, 

" DANGERS DO NOT DAUNT ME." F. E. P. 

11. Fleet greyhound, blue ground. Motto, 

"SWIFT ON MY COURSE." C. G. P. 

12. Family crest, blue ground. FamUy motto, on garter, 

<* LOTAL AU MORT." H. B. 

13. Purple, crimson ornament, blue ground. Motto, 

« SUCCESS TO THE BRAVE." M. B. 

14. Orange silk. Motto, in purple, 

« BE OF GOOD COURAGE." M. L. B, 

15. Crown in centre. Swallow-tail shape. Gold and 
blue. Motto, 

« SUCCESS TO THE BRAVE." A. S. B.T. 

16. Enclosed in a garter, a setting sun ; on the garter, a 
white daisy. 

"l WATCH FOR TOUR RETURN." M. A.P. 

17. White centre, scarlet border. Motto, in purple, 

" BY FAITH AND COURAGE." C. T. 

18. Ster, white and silver, blue ground. Motto, 

** NEVER DESPAIR. VICTORY FOLLOWS THE BRAVE." 

F. M. H. 

19. Greek oak wreath, ''blanche" in centre, maiie 
ground. Motto, 

*' bright eyes for brave hearts." B. T. 

20. An eagle on rock, breaking his chain, light blue ; in 
the four comers, the initials H. D.—I. D.— S. D. and U. D., 
light blue ground. Motto, 

** ADVRRSA REFELLO VIRTUTB." L, 

This flag was understood to have been the work of the 
Hon. Misses Denison, and to have been presented to Sir 
Edward Belcher by Lady Londesborough. 



The flag, said to have been presented, with the motto, 
« oo IT, NED," was not among the number exhibited. 

An Easter Monday Visitor to Woolwich. 



To Correspondents. 
Orientalis.— 'In type ; must stand over. 
The Dramatic Register for 1851, received. 
Mr. Meadley.— Four communications, W. S. G., '' Wm. 

DoDD," G., and ** A Bookworm," in type, but must 

stand over. 
Pilgrim's Badge, Venice, 26th February, 1852.~Ditto. 
An Artist. — Doorway in Woking Churdi, Surrey, must, 

and will, be considered. 
R. B., New York, 19th March.— Received, and will be 

attended to. 



litfronj anil ^riratiftt (Dhittwrtf* 

Anderson, Rev. Christopher. Gaelic Scholar, '* Annals 

of the English Bible," &c. Edinburgh. 18th Feb. 

Aged 70. 
Brown, Samuel, Captain Sir. Inventor of Chain Cables, 

Bridges and Piers of Suspension. Vanbrugh Lodge, 

Blackheath. 13th March. Aged 76. 
Buchanan, Alexander of Govan. Lyric Writer in Glas- 
gow periodicals. 15th February. Aged 38. 
Cav&, M. Formerly Director of the Fine Arte in the 

Ministry of the Interior. Paris. Recently. 
Drbchsler, Joseph. Musical Composer and Writer. 

Vienna. Recently. Aged 70. 
Gay, Madame Sophie. Journalist. Paris. 4th Maroh. 
Jones, Rev. Evan. Welsh Scholar. Editor of various 

Welsh periodicals. Cardiff. 23rd Feb. Aged 32. 
Landseer, John, A.R.A. Engraver and Archaeologist. 

Maroh 29th. Aged 91. 
Marchbtti, Giovanni. Italian Poet. Bologna. Recently. 
Marrast, Armand. Editor of the National before the 

Revolution of 1848. Paris. Maich. 
Merle, M. Dramatic Critic. Paris. 27th February. 

Aged 67. 
Raupach, Ernest. Dramatic Writer. Berlin. 18th March. 
SAint-Edmb, M. Author of the " Dictionnaire des Peines 

et des Delits de I'Europe," and joint author with M. 

Sarrut of the ''Biographic des Uommes du Jour." 

Paris. Recently (by his own hand). 
Seddeler, M. Military Encyclopedia. St. Petersbuigh. 

3rd March. 
Shorerl, Frederick, jun. Printer. 51, Rupert Street, 

Haymarket. 22nd March. Aged 48. 
Taillever, M. Ex-curator of the Lyceums of Versailles, 

and of Louis-le-Grand. Pkiris. Recently. 
Tucker, John, Montmorency. (Colonel late 27th Ennis- 

killeners and a Waterloo Officer.) " Biographies of 

Wellington and Nelson," &c. Huggens's Asylum, 

Northfleet, Kent. 22nd February. Aged 72. 
Watts, W. Engraver. Cobham» Surrey. 7th December. 

Aged 99. 
West, Jane, Mrs. Poetry and Novels. Little Bowden, 

Market Harborongh. 25th March. Aged 93. 
WiNTERFELDT, Rodolphe do. Musical Writer. Berlin. 

Recently. Aged 67. 
Wrioht, Andrew Biggs. History of Hexham, &c. 

Bezley Heath, Kent. 3rd Maroh. 
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' I will make a prief of it in my Note-Book." — Shakspe&b. 



[Mat, 1852. 



NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 
G. Willis gratefully acknowledges the various interest- 
ing documents and letters he has received. He is anxious 
that it should be perfectly understood that he is not the 
author of any statement, representation, or opinion, that 
may appear in his '* Current Notes," which are merely selec- 
tions firom communications made to him in the course of 
his business, and which appear to him to merit attention. 
Every statement therefore is open to correction or discus- 
sion, and the writers of the several paragraphs should be 
considered as alone responsible for their assertions. Al- 
though many notes have hitherto appeared anonymously, 
or with initial letters, yet wherever a serious contradiction 
is involved, G. Willis trusts that his Correspondents will 
feel the necessity of allowing him to make use of their 
names when properly required. 




Ordkb or THE Royal Oak. 

Oxf. and Cam. Club, May 4, 1852. 
Mr. Willis— You can inform E. P. in reply to 
his second query ("Current Notes,*' for April, p. 31), 
that there is a printed list of the Knights of the Royal 
Oak, and the value of their respective estates ^copied 
from a MS. of Le Neve's) in the Appendix to Vol. i. of 
" Burke's History of the Commoners," edit. 18^4. 

There is also, I believe, another printed Ibt (probably 
taken from the same MS.) in " Burke's Patrician." 

1 have met with written lists of them among the 
MSS. in the British Museum, which could no doiibt be 
found by reference to the Catalogues of the Harleian 
and the other MSS. 

I remain, your obedient servant, 

G. E. Adams. 



Doorway in Woking Church, 
Surrey. 

Sir,— As in your " Current Notes" 
for December last, p. 92, you have en- 
graved a sketch of the Baptismal Font 
in Woking Church, forwarded to you 
with some interesting observations, 
signed ** FoNS," I venture to send you 
a sketch of a door-way in the same 
Church, which appears to me to afford 
a good example of ancient iron work, 
and respecting the age of which 1 
should be glad of information, as you 
appear to have Correspondents who 
are able and willing to give it. See 
S. C.'s observation in the same number 
of "Current Notes," as that the 
Woking Font was figured in p. 91, 
tinder the head " Turnbuckle," and 
the practical remarks upon the terms 
" Turnbuckle and Latch,^' by " one 
who has been an Ironmonger's Ap- 
prentice,"^ published in your " Current 
Notes" for January last, p. 5. 

I am. Sir, 
Your humble and obliged servant, 
,M.u^..M m"An Artist.** 
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American Opinion upon International Copy- 

BIQHT. 

" Quite a contest between the Tribune and Times of 
New York, is going on at present on the sulgect of an 
International Copyright Law. The Tribune being 
friendly to such a law, of course ha3 the best of the 
argument. We think, however, that if English authors 
would throw themselves upon the protection of the com- 
mon law of the United States, their rights would be 
respected without the aid of statutes. Mr. James, the 
novelist, Mr. Mountford, and other English writers, 
come here and take out copyrights for their works before 
they have themselves acquired the rights of citizenship, 
and without si^ifying their intentions of becoming 
permanent residents. The law will no doubt protect 
them in the rights which they thus assume ; and we 
further believe it would protect them were they to return 
to England, and send their books here for simultaneous 
publication. 

" A foreigner may transfer property in an unpublished 
book, as well as property in a patent medicine, to an 
American resident. If Mr. Dickens makes Mr. Irving 
a present of an impublished novel, Mr. Irving will be 
protected, under the common law, in copyrighting that 
novel and enjoying the profits. We wonder that English 
authors do not avail themselves of the obvious protection, 
which they would thus secure. To make assurance 
doubly sure, let Mr. Irving (in the supposed case) be 
privileged to edit the aforesaid novel. His editorial 
emendations, however slight, appearing in both the 
English and American edition, he is protected doubly in 
the possession of the cop}Tight, 

" We think, however, that the subject is one weD wor- 
thy the attention of Government. France and England 
have recently concluded a treaty for the interchange of 
protection to their authors; and why should not our 
Government be influenced by like considerations of justice 
and patriotism ? We hope that as soon as Congress gets 
through with President making, it will take up this 
subject. Of the authors and scholars of the country, we 
believe that ninety-nine in a hundred would give their 
votes for an International Copyright Law, not only as a 
righteous measure, but as one advantageous to the 
countTy."— From the Boston Evening Transcript of 
29th ApHl,l^2, 



Archaeological Publications. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, Sth May, 1852. 

Dear Sir, — Permit me to inform you that Part ii. 
of Vol. IV. of tlie " Archaeologia -^liana " is published 
and delivered to the members of our Society. 

It is a most interesting one, and will stir up the in- 
terest felt here in the study of antiquities ; and this 
notice, if published, will take the sting out of the fillip 
you liave given us in your " Current Notes " for April, 
page 25. 

I am, Sir, yoiurs respectfully, 

Mr. Willis. David H. Wilson. 



The Kilkenny AncHiEOLOGicAL Socibtt* 

Mr. Willis is informed that this Society, the pro- 
ceedings of which appear in his " Current Notes" for 
April last, p. 26, with a ?, have published, besides cir- 
culating gratuitously a pamphlet supplying brief hints 
intend^ to promote the study of Antiquities, their 
Transactions for 1849 and 1850, extending to 267 pages, 
with upwards of twenty illustrations. The number of 
Members amounts to nearly 300, and when the very 
moderate subscription of five shillings per annum is 
considered, as much has been achieved as can reason- 
ably be expected. The Rev. James Graves and Mr. 
John G. A. Prim, of Kilkenny, are the Honorary Secre- 
taries. 

Upon this eommunieation &. W, begs to observe that ths 
Kilkenny ARCHiSOLooicAL Association is not in- 
eluded in the Bev. Dr. Htme's work on " the Learned 
Societies and Printing Clubs qf the United Kingdom^' 
and for this reason ; Dr. Bums's publicationy whu^ eup^ 
plied an important deeideratum in our literature^ appeared 
in 1847, mhile the Kilkenny Arehaological Society was not 
instituted until the early part of the year 1849, But as a 
new and corrected edition will shortly appear, G^ W, has 
much pleasure in recording any communications which may 
tend to its correction or improvement^ 



Kilkenny, May U, 1852. 

Sir, — As I perceive you " ?" the Kilkenny Archaeo- 
logical Society (not being, I suppose aware, from the 
local nature of the Society, of the fasciculi issued by it), 
I beg to inform you that there has been printed— 
" Transactions of the Kilkenny Arcnesological So- 
ciety, Vol. I. Parts 1 and 2, for the years 1849 and 
1850. 8vo. Dublin." 
Part 3, for 1851, completing the 1st vol. is in the 
press. I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient servant^ 
Mr. Willis. Javes Grates, Hon. Sec. 



ARCHiEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES AND THEll^ WORKS. 

Barnwell Rectory, Oundle, May 5th, 1852w 

Sir, — I cannot but think ** Anti-Socialist" has been 
very unjustly severe upon the Archseological Societies of 
the Midland Counties, in his letter inserted in your last 
number of " Current Notes," p. 29, Your Correspondent 
does not appear to understand the nature or oDject of 
Architectural or Archeeological Societies^ From his 
letter it would seem that he supposes them to be formed 
simply for the purpose of editing a book or books, 
whereas, I conceive, such Societies are formed for the jjur- 
pose oi assisting editors of books and of procuring cunous 
Antiquarian information of all kinds, of bringmg toge- 
ther in any neighbourhood the local intelligence, so that 
it may at a future time be embodied in permanent works 
of history or topography. When to these objects arc 
ad<lcd opportunities of giving direct architectural advice 
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to church builders and restorers — sometimes even pecu- 
niary assistance — we see at once that there is much more 
to be done than ** Anti-Socialist** seems to imagine. The 
* handsome octavo volume,* to which he alludes, is a very 
creditable production as " the Reports** of these Socie- 
ties, but it pretends to be nothing mor6. Does your 
Correspondent, however, forget that, at the same time, 
every individual member of each of these Aichseological 
Societies ma^ be editing a book on his own responStbi- 
lUyt As an instance in point I will mention one. 
"The Handbook of the Cathedrals of England and 
Wales,** advertised by Mr. Murray, as now in prepara- 
tion by an individual member of one of these maligned 
societies, the Rev. G. A. Poole. No doubt '^ti- 
Socialist* will be ready to subscribe his " couple of hun- 
dred pounds** towards this interesting work. 
I am, Sir, yours truly, 
Mr. Willis, G. R. M. «* Anw-httiibug.'* 



see it has on the title-page, " second edition," and has 
a different publisher to the other. The Pre&ce states 
that the author died in the year before this book is dated, 
but he claims the privilege of writing after he is dead, 
and the matter ot the volume is totally different from 
the other ninth. Is this really Sterne's, or only an imi- 
tation ? and if so, is the reason why he called it "ninth, 
second edition," known? In a collected edition of Sterne's 
works, I noticed a continuation of the " Sentimental 
Journey,*' by " Eugenius.** Who is this Eugenius ? 
I remain, yours very truly, 
Mr. Willis. Jamis B. Murdock. 



Arohjeoloqioal Publications. 

Hastings, April 29, 1852. 

Sis, — ^The list of Antiquarian piK)lications which ap- 
pears in the last part of your ** Current Notes,** p. 25, 
IS predsdy the tning I have long been wanting. For 
instance, oeing from Scotland, I once ordered the Pro- 
ceedings of the Antiquaries of Scotland, but my London 
bookseUer told me the Society was altogether extinct, 
and in consequence no books nad been printed for very 
many years. I thought it strange, aA Scotland is full 
of Antiquities, both R^man and Mediseval. I also could 
never before understand the difference between the 
Archseoloeical Association and Institute, and find I have 
been supplied with the works of the latter body instead 
of the former. 

I am, Sir, yours obliged, 

Mr. Willis. A Subscribrr. 



Stbrnb*s Atttoorapr. 

162| Hope Street, Glasgow, 29th April, 1852. 

Drar Sir, — In a recent number of the " Current 
Notes,** (January last, p. 2), a Correspondent, A. C. K. 
remarked the occurrence of Sterne's Autograph in one 
volume (the 7th) of Tristram Shandy. In my copy, 
9 vols, small Svo. published by P. A. Dehont, &c. 
Strand, London, a facsimile of the same autograph that 
you have engraved occurs no less than three times, 
namely, at the top of the first page of the 3rd, Sth, and 
7th vols. I remain, dear Sir, 

Yours very truly, 

Mr. 'Willis. Jakrs B. Murdock. 



Tristrak Shandt. 

' 162, Hope Street, Glasgow, 12th May, 1852. 
Drar Sir, — On looking over some odd volumes the 
other day, I found a ninth volume of Tristram Shandy. 
Hie complete edition I have, with the three autographs 
mentioned in my note of the 29th ultimo, has mne 
volumes, so I thought this must be a duplicate copy of 
the ninth. On inspecting it, however, more closely, I 



Thb Wrecks op the Birkenhead and Saldanha. 

24th April, 1825. 
Dear Sir, — By a most melancholy coincidence with 
the recent loss of the Birkenhead, I have this forenoon 
found in lookine over some femily papers the verses 
which you wishw for respecting the loss of the Saldanha 
frigate, and I send them to you in the autograph of the 
auUior — ^Tom Sheridan — a dear and valued friend of the 
father of your 

Old Correspondent. 
Mr. WiUis. 

<< Britannia rules the waves."— 

Heard'st thou that dreadful roar ? 
Hark ! 'tis bellowed from the caves, 
'Where Loch Swilly's billow raves— 
And three hundred British graves 

Taint the shore. 
No voice of life was there — 

Tie the dead that raise the cry I 
The dead — who heard no prayer 
As they ionk in wild despair — 
Chaunt in scorn that boastful air, 

Where they lie. 

«< RfOe BrUannia r sang the crew, 

When the stout Saldanha saUed, 
And her colours, as they flew, 
Flung the warrior-cross to view« 
Which in battle to subdue 

Ne'er had fidled. 

Bright rose the laughing mom. 

That mom, that neaXed her doom ; 
Dark and sad n her return 
And the storm-lights faintly bum 
As they toss upon her stem, 

'Mid ^e gloom. 

From the lonely beacon height 

As the watchmen gaz'd around 
They saw that flashing light 
Drive swift athwart the night 
Yet the wind was fair and right 

For the Sound. 

But no mortal power shall now 

That crew and vessel save ; 
They are shrouded as they go 
In a hurricane of snow. 
And the track beneath her prow j<-^ t 
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There aire spirits of the deep, 

Who, when the warrant's given, 
Rise raging from their sleep 
On rock or mountain steep, 
Or 'mid thunder-clouds that sweep 

Through the heaven. 
0*er Swilly's rocks they soar 

Commissioned watch to keep. 
Down, down with thundering roar, 
The exulting demons pour ; 
The Saldanha floats no more 

On the deep. 

The dread behest is past — 

All is silent as the grave ; 
One shriek was first and last. 
Scarce a death-sob dnuik the blast 
As sunk her towering mast 

'Neath the wave. 

" BRITANiriA RULBS THB WAVES V* 

Oh ! vain and impious boast. 
Go, mark, presumptuous slaves. 
Where Hb who sinks or saves 
Strews the sand with countless graves 

Round your coast. 



William Dsnham. 
36, Lincoln's Inn Fields, May 5, 1852. 

Your correspondent, F. R. S. (Current Notes for April, 
p. 31,) is perhaps not aware ot the brass to William 
Denham, goldsmith, who died 1583, aged 64, his wife, 
five sons, and ten daughters, at Thorpe, near Chertsey, 
Surrey. His arms are on it, viz, Gules, 3 lozenges 
ermine ; impaling his wife's. Gules, a cross patonce, &c. 
&c. A copy of the inscription, which is very curious, is 
in Manning's Surrey, enlarged by Bray, vol. iii. pages 
244 and 245, edition 1814. Thorpe Church was com- 
pletely restored a few years ago, but this brass, and the 
brass plate in the stone underneath which refers to it, 
are left in the same position they formerly occupied, and 
are in very good preservation. I have never seen an 
engraving ofthe brass, and should like to know if any 
exists. 

I am, your obedient servant, 

Mr. WiUis. O. E. Adams. 

P. S. I suppose Wm. Denham was of the same family 
as that of Sir John Denham the judge, who lived about 
a generation later, and was buried at Egham in Surrey, 
two and a half miles from Thorpe, being father of the 
poet of the same name. The books of the Goldsmith's 
Company would probably shew Wm. Denham's parentage. 

MoiniMENTAL Brass to William Denham. 

Middle Temple, 13th May, 1852. 
Sir,— I send you, for the information of your Cor- 
respondent F.R.S. ("Current Notes,'' for April, p. 31), 
a tracing of the Brass of William Denham, in Thorpe 
Church, from the woodcut in ** Brayley and Britton*s 
History of Surrey," vol. ii. p. 252, where it is stated 
that he died on the 31st August, 1583, aged 64» 




The yerses which are under this brass may be foimd 
in the same valuable work ; and on a gravestone front- 
ing this memorial is another brass, inscribed — 

'' «29in(am 2BetiJhim, toliose pirture (n ce loaU 
ingrabeH in trass t^ou see [spye] 
lanHer t(is stone sltpinge in e%vi%U 
in restf snU pease Hotfe Ifie.** 
Mr. WiUis. X. Y. Z. 

Treasurk Trove.— L. K. would be obliged by Mr. 
Willis informing him of the nature ofthe laws relating 
to Treasure Trove. In the April number ofthe" Gen- 
tleman's Magazine, p. 392, it is stated, that some 
important discoveries made in Scotland •could not be 
reported " owing to the mischievous operation of the law 
of Treasure Trove in Scotland. L. K. would wish also 
to know if this law be the same in England as in Scot- 
land. 

10th May, 1852. 

Whatis A W(A)io? 
A NASTY false thing, that sticks to the Crown. 



ligitized by 



Googl^- ^ 
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Mr. Meadlxt. 

Durham, March 29, 1852. 

Sir, — I can infonn your Correspondent, H. K., whose 
enquiry ahout Mr. George Wilson Meadley, you have 
inserted in your '* Current Notes** for this month, p 23, 
that he was horn on the 1st January, 1774, at Sunder- 
land, and educated at the Orammar School, Witton-le- 
Wear, in the county of Durham. In early life he 
visited Italy and afterwards resided for a short time in 
Germany, and on the neighhouring scores of the 
Baltic. His first work was a Memoir of his friend Dr. 
Paley, of which a second and enlarged edition appeared 
in 1810. One volume 8vo., and his last, if I rememher 
correctly, Memoirs of Algernon Sydney, 8vo. 1813. 

I remain, Sir, your humble servant, 

W.S. G. 

Newcastle, April 5, 1852. 
Sir,— Your Correspondent, H. K., will find a Memoir 
of Mr. Meadley, of Bisnopwearmouth, in the Gentleman*s 
Magazine for Dec. 1818, Vol. Ixxxviii. pi. 2, pi^e 568. 
I am, yours respectfulfy, 

Wm. Dodd, 



The late Mr. George Wilson Meadley was an Inde- 
pendent gentleman, residinj^ at Bisho^wearmouth, 
(Sunderland). He was the friend and bic^rapher of 
Dr. Paley. He also published a Memoir of /daemon 
Sjfdney; a Letter to the Bishop of St. Dawd?8j or 
eome extraordinary Passages in a Charge delivered 
to his Clergy in September ^ 1818 ; Memoirs qfMrs. 
Jehbftaid two or three minor articles of biography. 
At the time of his death, which happened in November, 
1818, in the 45th year of his a|;e, he was engaged in 
collecting materials for a lAfe of John HamjMen^ and 
a Memoir of the Rev. Br. Disney. In religious 
sentiments Mr. Meadley was an Unitarian. He was 
one of the founders of the Sunderland Subscription 
Library, of which he was a most active member; a 
marble tablet, to his memory, is placed in the principal 
room of the institution, and was erected by the resolu- 
tion of a General Meeting called for that purpose. A 
more detailed account of this gentleman may be seen 
in Garbutt^s History of Sunderland. 

G» 

British Museum, April 13, 1852. 

Sir, — ^I beg to inform your Correspondent, H. K., 
that George Wilson Meamey was the author of the 
following works : — Memoirs of Dr. Paley, Sunderland, 
8vo. 1809 ; Memoirs of Mrs. Jebb, Widow of Dr. Jebb, 
London, 1812 ; A Sketch of the various proposals for a 
Constitutional Reform in the representation of the 
people introduced into Parliament from 1770 to 1812; 
Memoirs of Algernon Sydney, 8vo. London, 1813; 
Memoirs of Robert Ckrke, Sunderland, 1815 ; A short 
obituary of his literary friend Dr. Disney of the Hyde, 
Essex, 1817; Controversy with Bishop Burgess on the 
Bill repealing various penalties against impugners of 



the Doctrine of the Trinity ; A Letter to the Bishop of 
St. David*s on some extraordinary passages in a charge 
to his Clergy, by a Lay Seceder, 1814. Besides con- 
tributing several Articles to the Gentleman's Magazine 
he wrote a curious pamphlet entitled "Two pairs of His- 
torical Portraits, Ceesar and Pitt, Rienzi and Buona- 
parte ;** and a Biographical Notice of William Henry 
Lambton, Esq., whom he had known at Naples. Mr. 
Meadley died at Bishopwearmouth, after a short but 
severe illness, November 28, 1818, aged 45. 

There b a short sketch of him in the Gentleman^s 
Magazine, from which we dean that " his memory was 
so tenacious that he could recall the details of any 
event, or the contents of any book which had ever 
engaged his attention,** and tluit "he had perhaps read 
more than any man of his years.** " In opimons he 
appears to have been liberal. In his manner and 
deportment there were certain peculiarities which fre- 
quently accompany studious haoits. In his general 
habits ne was cheerful and communicative, in domestic 
life, a warm friend, a kind brother, and an afTectionate 



son." 



A BooKWORir. 



SHoysL Board. 

New York, 13th April, 1852. 
Thb same is played on a table or board about 40 feet 
lone ana 18 inches wide. It is made of clean white pine 
without knots, and fine sand is sifted all over, to enable 
the players to ^tovel their pieces along. On each side 
of the board there are narrow trouffui or gutters, to 
catch the pieces if they fly off, which they very frequently 
do. The game is played by two persons, who have each 
four pieces, numbered 1 to 4. The pieces are of brass, 
exacUy the size and form of half pound fiat weights. A 
line is marked across the board, about half a foot nrom the 
&rther extremity, and the art is to discharge the piece 
from the hand with just sufficient force to go beyond the 
line, which counts so many ; but if the piece lies half olf 
and half on tiie farther end it counts double. But to do 
that requires great skQl and long practice. The players 

eiy off their pieces alternately, and the chief effort is to 
ock the antaffonist*s piece from the table. They stand 
close to the end of the Doard, holding the piece ffarmly 
between the fingers and thimib, and, after giving the 
hand three or four rapid whirls, from right to left, the 
piece is discharged, with what may be judged sufficient 
force to reach the end of the board without flying off. I 
regret to say the game is getting into disuse, as the 
board requires a long room, and ground is veiy valuable 
in New York. But if any of your friends tnought of 
erecting a shovel board, I shall have the greatest pleasure 
in sending you a correct drawing and exact measure- 
ments. Such a nobleman, for instance, as Lord Londes- 
borough, who is a liberal patron of antiquity, might 
easily erect a fine shovel board in one of the galleries of 
his noble castle ; and why might not our beloved Queen 
have one in Windsor Castle? You know that an ** Ed- 
ward Shovel Board'* is mentioned in the Merry Wives! 
I would also, with equal pl|^Wfe,..feQd,^sct d'^^e 
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eight pieces, with the regular Rules of the Game. I 
suppose I have said enough for the present. With my 
sincere thanks for your information aoout Queen Mary's 
ring, although I should like to know^/i?r certain where 
it is, 

I am, yours faithfully, 
R. B. 

A Punic Signet. 

Southwick Vicarage, near Oandle, 
May 3rd, 1852. 
accompanying sketch is copied from 
" 6esenii Monumenta rhcenicia," 
pars 3, tah. 14, fig. 45 ; the four 
letters of which are in pars 1, p. 
161, translated thus:— " WmS 
id vero appellative accipiendum 
existimat, sive cultum sive cul- 
torem denotet.** 
The true sense of the word on this signet is Serous ; 
and by referring to the prophet Isaiah lii. 13 ; ix. 6 ; 
Genesis xlix. 9, 10 ; and Revelation v. 5, we obtain 
the foUowine translation, which will also serve as a key 
to the reading of very many of the most ancient 
Egyptian monuments ; they being composed, for the 
most part, of a mixture of alphabetic letters and symbols. 
•« the servant of God, the lion of the tribe of Judah, 
shall hear the government upon his shoulder,** 

The signet must have been engraved soon after the 
time of Isaiah, as the letters are the same as those of 
the celebrated Atlantic or Ogygian Tablet of the Deluge. 
The Egyptian, &c. monuments teach us that the 
circle, when applied, as in this place, denotes frequently 
both the spiritual kingdom on earth and the eternal 




kingdom in heaven, 
Mr. WiUis. 



T. R. Brown. 



American Shaksperian Club. — At a complimen- 
tary dinner given on the 23rd April (Shakspere's birth- 
day) in New York to Mr. Burton, the formation of a 
I club under the above name and presidentship of " rare 
Bill Burton " was determined upon. 

Mr. Burton, the Garrick of tne American stage, was 
educated at Cambridge, in the same college where milton 
matriculated, and possesses, what it is confidently be- 
lieved no other man in America can produce, not only 
the Jirst, but the four first folios of Shakspere, besides 
many of the plays in quarto. 



Shakspere's Will. 

Pall Mall, Travellers' Qab, 17th May, 1852. 
Mr. Willis, will you tell me why, if you wish to 
see any will, except one at Doctors* Commons, the 
charge for doine so is one shilling ; but in the case of 
this one exception, I believe, and I should like to 
" know the reason why,** the demand made for an in- 
spection of Shakspere's will is two shillings ? 

A Barrister and a Cornish man. 



Bust op Shakspere. — G. W. is informed that by 
reference to the Dramatic Register, for 1851, the receipt 
of which he acknowledged in his Current Notes of last 
month, he will find that the Bust of Shakspere was 
bought by Mr. Lacy, the theatrical bookseller, at the 
sale of the Cottingham Museum, on the third November 
last for £5. It was understood to be forwarded to the 
United States. 

" Paradise op Coquettes." 

Edmburgh, 27th April, 1852. 
Sir,— Lord Jefirey, writing to his father-in-law, Mr. 
Wilkes, in 1815, writes thus : — ^There has just appeared 
a little poem, called the * Paradise of Coquettes;* 
author unknown. More Popian than anything since 
Voi^r-^Cockbum's Life of Jeffrey, Vol. ii. p. 147.' 

Can any of your correspondents mform me who the 
author of the '* Paradise of Coquettes ** was ? 
Yours respectfully, 
Mr. WUlis. W. G. 

Trade Dispute between the Publishers and 
Booksellers. 

Edinburgh, 12th May. 
An Author and possessor of some literary property 
presents his compliments to Mr. Willis, and begs to 
acquaint him that, so far as the interests of literature 
are regarded, or those of the author respected, the real 
question is between 

'' TWBKDLB DVlf AND TwBEDLE Dbs." 

" Free Trade,** on the same suhject^ requires eon- 
sideraHon. It is too personal in many respects. 



Franks and Franking. 

May h 1852. 
Sir, — Is there any work that will give me a brief 
and correct account of franks and frankmg ? 

My chief object is to know the earliest period of its 
having taken place, as well as the various forms adopted, 
for I perceive they are rather numerous. 
Your polite attention to my request will greatly oblige, 

** A Modern Collector.** 
Mr. Willis. 

Rembrandt*s print op Christ healing the 
Sick in the Temple is usually called the hundred 
guilder print, on account of his valuing it at that price. 
When complete, it measures 15^ inches long by 1 1 
inches wide, and as it is by far the best of Rembrandt's 
works is worth, according to its state, from ten to two 
hundred and fifty guineas. After being long mislaid, 
the plate was discovered about seventy years since in 
Holland by Captain Baillie, an excellent amateur artist, 
who finding it very much corroded, retouched it himself^ 
and took on a few impressions, wliich may be obtained 
at about thirty shillings each. He then cut the plate 
into four pieces, of which the print sent by G. W.*8 cor- 
respondent, " H. K. T.** is the largest, and contains the 
principal group in the composition. 
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Lord BiionaHAii*s opinion upon thb State of 

Franci. 
" The French nation is at present slumbering ; but 
when it awakes, let Louis Napoleon stick a pin in his 
nose and look sharp." 

(t^ 

WiBRZ, THE Engraver. 

Tuesday, 27th April, 1852. 

Sir, -Your Correspondent W. W. C. r" Current 
Notes," p. 29) will find an account of Jerome (Hierony- 
mus) Wierx, and a Catalogue of four hundred of his 
works, in the twenty-first volume of " Nagler's Kiinstler 
Lexicon," printed last year. 

Your most obedient, 
Mr. Willis. W. H. C. 



Wierx. 



Somerset House, May Ut, 1852. 

Sir, — If your correspondent, W. W. C. will refer to 
Bryan's Dictionary of Engravers he will find a good 
account of Hieronimus or Jerome Wierx. Bryan, who 
seems to have chiefly copied Strutt, informs us that he 
was born at Amsterdam, 1552. *' He is supposed to 
have learnt the art of engraving from his brother John, 
whose style he imitated so exactly that it would be 
difficult to distinguish their works if they were not 
differently marked. They are executed in the same 
neat and finished style, and characterised by the same 
stiffness and formality. His prints consist chiefly of 
devotional and allegorical subjects^ saints and fathers of 
the church, many of which are from his own designs." 
They are sometimes marked with the initials of his own 
name, thus :— Hi. W. or Hi. W. F. or I. y 
Hieronimus W. Fe. and sometimes withXlL^ \A/ 
this monogram J - f* ^ W 

The following are his principal works : — 

Portraits, — Emperor Charlemagne; Henry of Bour- 
bon, King of Navarre ; Queen Elizabeth ; Sir Francis 
Drake; Sigismund III. King of Poland; Alexander 
Farnese Duke of Parma. 

Subjects from his onm designs. — St. Cecilia ; Temp- 
tation of St. Anthony; St. Bruno; St. Charles Borromeo; 
the Virgin and Infant Christ with St. Francis and St. 
Anthony ; Crucifixion ; Death of Lucrctia ; the Virgin 
and Infant, with a glory of angels. 

Subjects after various masters, — Christ dead, sup- 
ported on the lap of the Virgin, after Mabuse ; Christ 
calling to him the Little Children, after C. Van dc 
Brock ; the death of the Virgin, after Otho Veenius ; 
Christ at table in the house of Simon the Pharisee, after 
the same ; Christ crowned with thorns, after G. Mos- 
taert ; the Four Doctors of the Church, after M. Lucas 
Romanus ; Scourging of Christ, after the same ^accord- 
ing to Strutt one of his best prints) ; Baptism ot Christ 
by St. John, after Hondius ; Vision of Duniel, after Van 
Haecht, &c. &c. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

Mr. Willis. Helluo Librorum. 



Enquiry respecting an Engravinq. 

May 10th, 185?. 
Sir, — An engraving of a curious kind has lately 
fallen into my hands which I may thus describe : — It is 
dividc<l into four compartments. One, the upper left 
hand one, has two Egyptian obelisks and devices. The 
corresponding one to the right has a lady, and appa- 
rently her maid. The lady's back is adorned with a 
spade, and the bottom of her dress also has the same 
device of spades, some with coats of arms. In the third 
compartment on the right hand a lady is represented 
kneeling with the coronet of a marquis, and an open 
book before her supported by the ace of hearts. The 
fourth compartment represents two knights engaged in 
a sword combat ; the back ground of Uiis part of the 
print has a Gothic arch like that of a church, with ac- 
companiments. There is no date to the print, nor 
publisher's name. It is in 8vo. Probablv it is a satirical 
print upon some one of the female noblesse. Can any 
of your readers give me any clue to the meaning ? If 



so it will oblige a 
Mr. Willis. 



Constant Reader. 



Mrs. Boddington. 

Sir,— As one of the readers of your " Current Notes" 
for April, I can readily supply the information reauested 
by your Correspondent W. at p. 31. Mary Boddington 
was the daughter of Patrick Comerford, a Cork mer- 
chant, and niece of Sir William Glendowe Newoomen. 
She was born at Cork in 1776, and having married in 
1803, Mr. Boddington, a West India merchant, left her 
native «ity. After the peace of 1815, Mrs. Boddington 
travelled much on the Continent, and the result of her 
observations have been communicated to the public in 
the agreeable works mentioned by your Correspondent, 
and which were published, I believe, by Messrs. I^ng- 
man and Co. 

Mr. WiUis. I. V. T. 

The Percy Societt is no more, and the ai^ustment 
of its pecuniary affairs somewhat extraordinary, as 
every member will, beyond having a sum of money re- 
turned to him, and receiving two books, for his annual 
subscription of £1. be supplied with a duplicate set of 
books, for which G. W. will be happy to give that sum. 

The number of issues by the Percy Society during the 
time of its existence ^twelve years) is no less than 
ninety-three, and anotner will appoat with title-pages, 
&c. &c. edited by W. H. Black, Esq. Assistant-Keeper 
of the Public Records of England. 

These ninety-four issues have been, in most instances, 
gratuitously contributed and edited by twenty members 
of the Percy Society, and it appears that out of this 
number, five members, or one-fourth of the number of 
the editors, had produced exactly two-thirds of the 
number of books issued .by the &x;iety, namely — Mr. 
J. 0. Halliwell, 22; Mr. Wright, 14; Mr. Payne Col- 
lier, 10; Mr. Crofton Croker, 9; Mr, Fairholt, 7; 
when its most honourable dissolution was determined 
upon by the noble President, I^i;d..Bi3»syliC0pk$.^ ^^ 
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English Tomb at Athens. 

The following inscriptions, copied from the tombstone 
of three Englishmen who died at Athens, have been sent 
to Dr. Winterbottom, of South Shields, by a very inter- 
esting and talented Greek girl, Elizabeth Contaxaki, 
the sMopted daughter of the Key. John (and Mrs.) Hill, 
Chaplain to the British Embassy at Athens. "The 
tomb stands," Miss C. observes, "in the burying- 
eround of a small chapel, called Ayia Soiree va, St. 
Lucia, which formerly made part of the Christian bury- 
ing-ground, and where, it would appear, the deceased 
were buried by special licence. Tne chapel stands in 
front of the lepov fifif^a, by the banks of the Ilissus 
stream, dose to the rocks near the ducts or pipes, of the 
Enneakrounos. The slab of marble looks as if it has 
never been moved since the day it was first placed there. 
Mr. Hill proposes to apply to the Greek Government for 
the permission to remove the remains, with the stone, to 
the Protestant Cemetery, opposite to the Stadium." 
Miss C. adds a benevolent wish, that " if any of the 
descendants of the deceased be still alive, it may afford 
them pleasure to hear that the remains of their deceased 
relations, after 167 years, have been taken care of by a 
Chaplain of the English Embassy at Athens.** 

Could any readers of the " Current Notes," point out 
where the names of the Consuls may be found, and also 
whether any epidemic raged at Athens about that 
period?* 

PEOPTIOZ TOY irrAEZOY. 

[Here a bammg heart] X AT PB. 

HERB KBST8 IN HOPE OP A RESV- 
RECnON THE BODT OP OBOROB 8T0AES 
BORN AT LIMBH0V8B IN LONDON WHO 
APTER NIOB SEVEN YEARS APPREN- 
TICESHIP IN ATHENS VNTO CONSVLL 
LANCELOT B0R80N AND LEARNING 
THE ITALIAN ORBEKE AND TVRKISH 
LANOVAOBS DTBD THE SIXTH AVOTST 
1685 IN THE TWENTY POVRTH TEAR 
OP HIS AGE VNTO THE INKXPRB88IBLB 
ORIEP OP THE SAID PATRON WHO HATH 
ERECTED THIS MONVMENT OVT TRVE 
RESPECT TO TBE DBCEASED's MEMORY. 

THE BODIES OP CAPTAIN 

THOMAS ROBERTS COMMANDER OP SHIP 
RECOMPBNCE OP TARMOYTH WHO DYED 
AT PORTO LEONE THE TWENTYBTH OP 
MAY 1685. 

ALSO CAPTAIN WILLIAM PEARN COm- 
MANDER OP THE VNITY BRIO OP fjOVdOH 
WHO DYED AT SAID PORT THE TW«n- 
TYSIXTH JVLY 1685. 

* 6. W. Aof no douht that the Archives of the Foreign 
Qfflee, wkiek probably have been irantferrtd to the State 
Paper Ogice, would supply this it^ormation. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

K. 6. New York, 13th ApriL Lot 116, in March Cats, 
logue sold. If applied to, it would be very ongradouB, 
after the oommunications made to the lady Darned, should 
her publisher refuse complying with the request ; but cer- 
tain Trade reasons oblige G. W. to decline making it. 

«< A Subscriber," Sqform Club. April 12, (with ex- 
tract from Daily News) requires enquiry, but will receive 
respectfol attention. 



IDittmnt unit &mMc (fi>liititan(. 

Allason, Thomas. '' Antiquities of PoU," &c. Architect 

—additions to Alton Towers, Alliance Fire Office in 

Bartholomew Lane, &c. Connanght Square. 9th 

April. Aged 62. 
BissETT, Rev. John CoUinson, (Vicar of Leysdown cum 

Harty, Sheppey). '* The Conquest of China^" a Poem. 

22nd April. 
Bremner» David. Engineer, Clyde Trust. Glasgow. 

14th March. Aged 33. 
Carpbnter, James. Publisher and Bookseller, (late of 

Old Bond Street). Hamilton Terrace, St. John's 

Wood. 30th March. Aged 84. 
Cochrane, John George. S^aretary and Ubrarian to the 

London library. 12, St. James's Square. 4th May. 

Aged 71. 
Dalrymple, John, P.R.S. Oculist and Scientific Writer. 

60, Grosvenor Street. 2nd May. Aged 49. 
DowNES, Henry ( Commander R.N.) Founder and Director 

of the United Sendee Institution. Ladbroke Terrace, 

Netting Hill. 3rd April. Aged 62. 
Eylbrt. First Bishop of Prussia. Theology. Potsdam. 

Aged 82. 
Fletcher, Rev. William (Vicar of Harwell, Berks). <'Ex. 

cursions of a Village Cnrate," &c« Malmesbury. 

24Ui March. Aged 58. 
Forster, Frank. Engineer, Metropolitan Commissioners 

of Sewers. Elm Lodge, Kilbum. 13th April. Aged 52. 
Gilbert, Richard. (Firm of Messrs. Gilbert and Riving- 

ton, Printers, St John's Square, Clerkenwell}. *' liber 

Scholasticus." Editor of Clerical CompUations ; one 

of the Auditors of the Royal Literary Fund. Enston 

Square. 26th February. Aged 58. 
HuNTiNOTOWER, Catherine Rebecca (Dowager) Lady. 

(3rd daughter of Francis Grey, Esq. of Lehena, 

County of Cork, and mother of the Earl of Dysart). 

Poetry. Leamington Spa. 2l8t March. Aged 85. 
Jewitt, Arthur. Topography and Periodical literature. 

Headington, near Oxford. 7th March. Aged 80. 
Kelly, Mn. Ann. Actress. Lewisham, Kent* 15th 

March* Aged 103. 
O'Connor, Arthur, (General m the French Service.) 

Politics. Bignon Montargis, France. 25th April. 

Aged 89. 
Payne, Howard. Dramatist and Actor. Recently. 
RiTTERDON, Samuel. Surveyor of Shipping to the East 

India Company and H. M. Commissionen for the 

South Australian Colonies. Billiter Street. 3rd April. 

Aged 57. ' 
Walckanaer, The Baron de. Secretary of the Academy 

of Inscriptions and Belles Lettre^ Paris. Biography, 

&c> Recenfly. Digitized by Cj^ ^^. 
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' I will make a prief of it in my Note-Book." — Shakspebb. 
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

G. Willis gratefully acknowledges the various interest- 
ing documents and letters he has received. He is aniious 
that it should be perfectly understood that he is not the 
author of any statement, representation, or opinion, that 
may appear in his " Current Notes/' which are merely selec- 
tions from communications made to him in the course of 
his business, and which appear to him to merit attention. 
Every statement therefore is open to correction or discus- 
sion, and the writers of the several paragraphs should be 
considered as alone responsible for their assertions. Al- 
though many notes have hitherto appeared anonymously, 
or with initial letters, yet wherever a serious contradiction 
is involved, G. Willis trusts that his Correspondents will 
feel the necessity of allowing him to make use of their 
names when properly required. 



LiTXRART Residences at North End, Fulham. 

The house of Richardson, the once popular Novelist, 
_ but whose Pa- 

mela — Clarissa 
Harlowc and Sir 
Charles Grandi- 
son, though trans- 
lated into French, 
and German, and 
Dutch, are now 
almost merewaste 
paper upon a 
Dookseller's shelf 
— whose Corres- 
pondence has been 
published in six 
volumes, illus- 
trated by Caro- 
line Watson's 
exquisite engraving^ of Richardson, and which six 
volumes may now be had for about as many shillings, 
resided for several years in a mansion of William IIL's 
period, the appearance of which may be recognised from 
the annexed sketch, by any one of the readers of Mr. 
Willis's Notes, who will turn off at the second turnpike 
gate on the road to Hammersmith, and encjuire his way 
to Walham Green. How little the exterior has been 
altered in nearly the last fifty years, a comparison of 
your Correspondent's sketch with the print prefixed to 
the 4th volume of Richardson's Correspondence will shew 
at a glance. My sketch was made in a verj^ recent 
ramble, and Sir Richard Phillips's print was published by 
him May 26, 1804. Then, as now, this mansion was 
divided into two houses, and the half nearest to the eye 
was that occupied by the Novelist, the other half was 

VOL. II. 




the residence of a Mr. Vanderplank, a name which fre- 
quently occurs in Richardson's Correspondence. The 
recent inhabitants of Richardson's house were the late 
Sir William and Lady Boothby, a favourite actress, 
better known to the public as Mrs. Nisbett. 

The perusal of Richardson's Correspondence, which I 
perceive I have purchased from you for 7s 6rf, induced 
me to seek out the locality, and from this very voluminous 
Correspondence I think a few extracts may interest the 
readers of your Notes. 

One of the most romantic incidents in the business- 
like and hospitable life of Richardson, was his corres- 
pondence with, and introduction to. Lady Bradshaigh, 
the wife of a Lancashire Baronet, whom he sought to 
seduce to visit him at North End. After the appear- 
ance of the fourth volume of Clarissa Harlowe, a lady 
who signed herself Belfour, wrote to Richardson, stating 
a report that prevwled, that the history of Clarissa 
was to terminate in a most tragical manner, and re- 
questing that her entreaties may avert so dreadful a 
catastrophe. 

This correspondence with Mrs. Belfour commenced 
in October 1748, and she thus concludes her letter to 
the novelist, her Ladyship taking care to mystify her 
identity by giving her address. Post Office, Exeter, 
although resident at Haigh in Lancashire. ♦' If you 
disappoint me>" she writes, " attend to my curse." 

'* May the hatred of all the young, beautiful, and virtu- 
ous for ever be your portion, and may your eyes never 
behold any thing but age and deformity ! May you meet 
with applause only from envious old maids, surly bachelors, 
and tyrannical parents ; may you be doomed to the com- 
pany of such ! and after death may their ugly souls haunt 
you 1 

** Now make Lovelace and Clarissa unhappy if you dare. 

** Perhaps you may think all this proceeds from a giddy 
girl of sixteen ; but know I am past my romantic time of 
life, though young enough to wish two lovers happy in a 
married state. As I myself am in that class, it makes me 
still more anxious for the lovely pair. I have a common 
understanding, and middling judgment, for one of my 
sex, which I tell you for fear you should not find it out." 

The Correspondence thus commenced goes on, until 
the vanity of Richardson induces hiin to describe to his 
unknown Correspondent his private circumstances ; and 
to a hint given in the January following by Lady Brad- 
shaigh, of her intention to visit London before she is a 
year older, when she " shall long to see" Mr. Richard- 
son, and " perhaps may contrive that^ though unknown 
to him," he replies, — 

'' But do not, my dear correspondent (still let me call 
you 8o) say, that you wiU see me, unknown to myself, when 
you come to town. Permit me to hope, that you will not 
be personally a stranger to me then." /^^ n\n%rs^{> 
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This is followed by an acknowledgment from Madame 
Belfour, that she is not his " Devonshire lady," having 
but very little knowledge of the place, though she has a 
friend there ; observing archly, " Lancashire^ if you 
please ;'* adding an invitation, if he is inclined to take a 
journey of two hundred miles, with the promise of ** a 
most friendly reception from two persons who have great 
reason to esteem" him " a very valuable acquaintance." 

Richardson responded to this invitation by another — 

<* But I will readily come into any proposal you shall 
make, to answer the purpose of your question ; and if you 
will be so cruel as to keep yourself still incognito, will 
acquiesce. I wish you would accept of our invitation on 
your coming to town. Bui three Utile miles from Hyde 
Park Comer i I keep no vehicle," 

(This was before the age of busses.) 

— '* but one should be at yours, and at your dear man's 
command, as long as you should both honour us with your 
presence. You shall be only the sister, the cousin, the 
niece — the what you please of my incognito, and I will never 
address you as other than what you choose to pass for. If 
you knew, Madam, you would not question that I am in 
earnest on this occasion ; the less question it, as that at my 
little habitation near Hammersmith, I have common conve- 
nienoes, though not splendid ones, to make my offer good.'' 

Richardson in the letter, from which this passage has 
been extracted, is again led away by his vanity mto a 
description of his person, and very plainly hints at a 
meeting in the Park, through which ne goes *' once or 
twice a week to" his " little retirement." He describes 
himself as 

" Short, rather plump than emaciated, about five foot 
five inches ; fair wig ; lightish doth coat, all black besides ; 
one hand generally in his bosom, the other a cane in it, 
which he leans upon under the skirts of his coat usually, 
that it may imperceptibly serve him as a support, when 
attacked by sudden tremors or startings and dizziness." * * 
'* Of a light brown complexion ; teeth not yet failing him ; 
smoothish faced and ruddy cheeked ; at sometimes looking 
to be about sizty-five, at other times much younger ; a 
regular even pace, stealing away ground, rather than seem- 
ing to get rid of it ; a grey eye, too often overclouded by 
mistiness from the head ; by chance lively— very lively it 
will be if he have hope of seeing a lady whom he loves and 
honours ; bis eye always on the ladies" — and so on. 

In return to this description Lady Bradshaigh on the 
16th December, 1749, half promises a meeting in an 
appointed place, for she tells the elderly gentleman with 
" a grey eye, too often overclouded by mistinesses from 
the nead," but "by chance lively," "that she will 
attend the Park every fine warm day, between the hours 
of one and two. I do not," adds this perfect specimen 
of a literary coquette, 

" Say this to put you in tiie least out of your way, or 
make you stay a moment longer than your business re- 
quires ; for a walk in the Park is an excuse she uses for her 
health ; and as she designs staying some months in town, 
if she misses you one day she may have luck another." 



And Lady Bradshaigh proceeds to present, as if in 
ridicule of Kichardson^s portrait as drawn by himself^ 
her own. 

" In surprise or eagerness she is apt to think aloud ; and 
since you have a mind to see Aer, who has seen the King, I 
give you the advantage of knowing she is middle a^ed, 
middle sized, a degree above plump, brown as an oak 
wainscot, a good deal of country red in her cheeks ^ 
altogether a plain woman, but nothing remarkably for- 
bidding." 

Any one might think that a meeting would immedi- 
ately nave followed these communications, and that the 
novel writer and the novel reader would have presented 
themselves to each other's gaze for admiration, at the 
time and place appointed, and thus the affair which their 
letters have left upon record might have been satisfac- 
torily wound up in one volume. But this did not accord 
with the sentimental typographical taste of the times, 
which required the dilution of an idea into seven or 
eight volumes to make it palateable. For we are told 
that a young Cantab, who, when asked if he had read 
Clarissa, replied, " D — n it, I would not read it, though 
to save my life," was set down as an incurable dunce. 
And that a lady reading to her maid, whilst she curled 
her hair, the seventh volume of Clarissa, the poor girl 
let fall such a shower of tears that they wetted her 
mistresses head so much, she had to send her out of the 
room to compose herself. Upon the maid being asked 
the cause of her grief, she said, " Oh, Madam, to see 
such goodness and mnocence in such distress," and her 
lady rewarded her with a crcwn for the answer. 

January the 9th (1749-50) has arrived — the tan- 
talizing Lady Bradshaigh, the unknown Mrs. Belfour, 
has been in London six weeks, and the novelist begins 
" not to know what to think" of his fair corrq^pondenfs 
wish to see him. " May be so,'' he writes, 

" But with such a desire to be in town thrm weeks ; on 
the 16th December to be in sight of my dwelling, and 
three weeks more to elapse, yet I neither to see or hear of 
the lady ; it cannot be that she has so strong a desire ?" 

Let any one imagine the ridiculousness of the situa- 
tion of " dear, good, excellent Mr. Richardson" at this 
time. He had, he confesses, 

" Such a desire to see one who had seen the King, that" 
(he speaking of himself, says) ** though prevented by in- 
disposition from going to my little retirement on the Sa^r- 
day, that I had the pleasure of your letter, I went into the 
Park on Sunday (it being a very 6ne day) in hopes of seeing 
such a lady as you describe, contenting myself with dining 
as I walked, on a sea biscuit which I had put in my pocket, 
my family at home, all the time, knowing not what was 
become of me. — A Quixotte ! 

" Last Saturday, being a fine warm day, in my way to 
North End, I walked backwards and forwards in the Mall, 
till past your friend's time of being there (she preparing, 
possibly, for the Court, being Twelfth Night 1) and I again 
was disappointed." 

On the 28th January, nineteen days afler this was 
written. Lady Bradshaigh, in a letter full o^ satirical 
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banter, which, however, it may be questionable if 
Richard^n did not receive as replete with the highest 
compliments to his genius, says, 

" Indeed, Sir, I resolved, if ever I came to town, to find 
out your havnts, if possible, and I have not ' said any 
thing that is not,' nor am at all naogfaty in this respect, 
for 1 give you my word, endeavours have not been wanting. 
Yon never go to public places. I knew not where to look 
for you (without making myself known) except in the 
Park, which place I have frequented most warm days. 
Once I fancied I met you ; I gave a sort of a fluttering start, 
and sttiprised my company ; but presently recollected you 
would not deceive me by appearing in a grey, instead of a 
whitish coat ; besides the cane was wanting, otherwise I 
might have supposed you in mourning." 

Could any thing exceed this touch about ** a grey, 
instead of a whitish coat,** except the finishing one of 
the " mole upon your left cheek ?*' 

**To be sure on the Saturday you mention, I was 
dressing for court, as you supposed, and have never been 
in the Park upon a Sunday ; but yon cannot be sure that 
I have not seen you. How came I to know that you have 
a mole upo9 your left cheek ? But not to make myself 
appear more knowing than I am, I'll tell you, Sir, that I 
have only seen you in effigy, in company with your Clarissa 
at Mr. Highmore*s, where I design making you another 
visit shortly.'' 

All this and much more is followed by a most tan- 
talizing and puzzling P.S. to poor Richardson. His 
fair, or rather ** brown as an oak wainscot, with a good 
deal-of-country-red in her cheeks" correspondent, re- 
quests him ** to direct only to C. L., and enclose it to 
Miss J., to be left at Mrs. G.'s," &c. Ac, previously 
observing that, '* whenever there happens to be a fine 
Saturday I shall look for you in the Park, that being 
the day on which I suppose you are called that way.** 

Roused into deqwration, Richardson on the 2nd 
February writes to Mrs. BeUbur as follows : 

"What pains does my unkind correspondent take to 
conceal herself 1 Lovdess thought himself at liberty to 
change names without act of parliament. I wish, Madam, 
that Lovelace—' A sad dog,' said a certam lady once, * why 
was he made so wicked, yet so agreeable ?' 

" Disappointed and chagrined as I was on Friday night 
with the return of my letter, directed to Miss J— » re- 

jeslpd and refused to be taken in at Mrs. 6 's, and with 

my servant's bringing me word that the little book I sent 
on Thursday night, with a note in it, wss also rejected ; and 
the porter (whom I have never since seen or heard of, nor 
of the book) dismissed with an assurance that he must be 

wrong; my servant being sent from one Mrs. 6 to 

anotlwr Mis. 6 at Millbank ; yet I resolved to try my 

fortune on Saturday in the Park in my way to North End. 
The day indeed, thought I, is not promising ; but where so 
great an earnestness is professed, and the lady possibly by 
this time made ipquainted with the disappointment fhe has 
given me, who knows but she will be carried in a chair to 
the Park, to make me amends, and there reveal herself ? 
Three different chairs at different views saw I. My hope 
therefore not so very much out of the way ; but in none of 



them the lady I wished to see. Up the Mall walked I 
down the Mall, and up again, in my way to North End. 
O this dear Will-o'.wisp, thought I ! when nearest, 
furthest off 1 Why should I, at this dme of life ? No bad 
story, the consecrated rose, say what she will: and all 
the spiteful things I could think of I muttered to myself. 
And how, Madam, can I banish them from my memory, 
when I see you so very careful to conceal yourself; 
when I see you so very apprehensive of my curiosity, 
and so very little confiding in my generosity ? O Madam ! 
you know me not I you will not know me ! 

<' Yesterday, at North End, your billet, apologizing for 
the disappointment was given me. Lud 1 lud I what a 
giddy appearance, thought I. O that I had half the life, 
3ie spirit 1 of any thing worth remembering I could make 
memorandums. 

** ShaU I say all I thought > I will not. But if these 
at last reach your hands, take them as written, as th^ were, 
by Friday night, and believe me to be, 
Madam, 
Your admher and humble servant, 

S. RiCHAaosoN." 

Here for the nresent I will end my abstracts ; but 
should Mr. Willis consider them to be sufiiciently 
amusing to print in his Current Notes, he may depend 
upon again hearing about Lady Bradshaigh and the 
Literary Residences of North End, from his 

Unknown Correspondent. 

4th June, 1852. 

A Ph(enician Coin. 

Sir, — I send you the last, I believe, of the ancient 
coins in Kitto's Bib. Cyc. vol. ii, p. 354(, wliich seems to 
require an elucidation. 




The words on the left side of the coin are, Hnu Dk 
Hmi^ Ihri. and may be translated, The crooked rod 
(crozier) of the Prince of the Magi, I will not de- 
f^rmeittf whether Moses or Aaron is here meant: I think 
the former; for most assuredly the Ma^ were con- 
sidered as both prophets and priests, I am also inclined 
to think, from the three-bealced capsule (see Kltto, p. 
833), that it was made of the buxus sempervirens, and 
was not the same as Aaron's rod« The crozier is a most 
ancient spiritual symbol, examples of which are fre- 
fluent in the inscriptions of Babylon, Nineveh, Persepo- 
lis, and Egypt, &c. 

The words on the right side of the coin are, U Arni 
Lkn, and may be translated. And the cup (censer) of 
Aaron. The form of the censer seems to explain the 
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basket-like vessel in the hand of a priest. Vid. Keemp- 
fer's Amfxnltates, p. 355 ; and frequently in sculptures 
from Nineveh, &c. 

The date is Phn, i.e, B 800 + ] 700 = 1500, reckon- 
ing from the Deluge ; therefore, 

Coin 1500 from the Deluge. 
Exodus 858 do. 

Cola 642 after the Exodus. 

I am, Sir, yours truly, 

T. R. Bbown. 
Sonthwick Vicarage, Oandle, 
May 28th, 1852. 

P.S. Erratum in No. for May 1852, p. 38. For 
STntr, read Kiny, obda. 

Tradesmen's Tokens. 

Priory Road, Wandsworth Road, 
2Dd June, 1852. 

Sib, — The communications that have appeared in 
your "Current Notes" respecting the Tokens of the 
17th Century, seem to have excited considerable in- 
terest. Permit mc to add a few remarks. 

Mr. Boync, of Leeds, in his interesting notices in 
your April No., calculates the number of Tokens at 
40,000 ; but I have a notion that double that quantity 
woidd be nearer the mark — and for the following rea- 
sons. They were first brought into use, and circulated, 
by the Tavern Keepers and Coffee Houses ; they are 
noticed by the Dramatists of the day, particularly by 
Shadwell, as " Tavern Tokens ;" and Evelyn's words are 
** which EVERT Tavern and Tippling Hoiise presumed to 
stainp and utter." Supposing then, that only one-half of 
the Taverns of England issu^ these pieces (and Taverns 
at that time were more abundant in proportion to the 
population than now), I conceive that Taverns alone 
would supply an amount nearly equal to Mr. Bo3me*s 
calculation. But as every collector knows that the 
Tokens of other traders prevail in the proportion of four 
to one, I think it would be a moderate estimate if we 
doubled Mr. Boyne's number. No perfect series ever 
was, or perhaps ever can be, formed. The late Matthew 
Young, the extensive coin dealer, purchased a cabinet 
containing more than 20,000 varieties, amassed by one 
collector ; the wonder is, not that so many have been 
lost, but that so many have been preserved. As to 
London Tokens, their name is " Legion ;" and the 2461 
published by Mr. Akerman are not a quarter of the 
estimated number ; but publishing reasons prevented a 
more bulky or costly volume. 

I can hardly agree with Mr. Boyne that Tokens 
" have met with unmerited contempt from some of our 
ablest antiquaries ;" I know no one that ever treated 
them with scorn, except the pedantic Pinkerton, and he 
never sought to learn their utility and interest. Your 
eminent namesake, Browne Willis, was an ardent col- 
lector of them. The late Robert Surtees, the Historian 
of Durham, made an extensive collection of those of 
Northumberland and Durham. The late Mr. Staun- 



ton collected largely for Warmickshire, and they ar^ 
still in the possession of his family at Longbridge 
House, near Warwick. The late Sir George Chetwynd 
collected for the same county, which collection is pos- 
sessed by the present Baronet. Capt. W. H. Smyth, 
Dire<;tor of the Society of Antiquaries, published a 
most able paper on the Tokens of Bedfvrashire, Mr, 
Salt, the eminent Banker of Lombard Street, is col- 
lecting those issued in SU^ordshire ; and Dr. 
Diamond has many hundreds appertaining to Kent. 
These are but a few of the County Collectors I could 
name. Indeed, to the County Historian they are useful 
topographically, eenealoKically and heraldically. 

As an example of their utility, I may refer to one 
of Soho^ which i published in the " Gentleman's Maga- 
zine*' for March, 1850, struck 18 years previous to the 
Battle of Sedgemoor ; correcting the error, so widely 
circulated by Pennant, that the name originated in the 
pass-word used by the Duke of Monmouth on that 
occasion. My account of the origin of Tokenhouse 
Yard has been adopted by Cunnin^iam in his second 
edition of the " Hand Book of Lon£)n.** 

Your Dublin Correspondent, K. L., has drawn atten- 
tion to Dr. Aquila Smith*s valuable "Catalogue of 
Tokens current in Ireland, between 1637 and 167'9." 
There is an important error in this Title, for no Tokens 
were struck in Ireland until 1653. Dr. Smith, vrith 
whom I have the honour to correspond, is now, I believe 
well convinced that the 1637 Coin is a blundered one of 
1657. There is no difficulty in crediting that the upper 
limb of 5, by turning it the reverse way, would become, 
a 3. Nor is it likely that Ireland would take the lead 
of England in this species of coinage, and the earliest 
dated in England are of 1648. It is remarkable that 
the year most prolific of Tokens, was that of the 
" Great Fire," and the Plague, 1666. In 1672 they 
were suppressed by an Order in Council, not because of 
" the great loss to the public'' (for they were professedly 
issued for public convenience, in the absence of any 
small currency provided by the State), but because 
Government in that year had resolved upon a large 
issue of coppNer money, which required the abolition of 
Tokens. Bristol was fined £200 for issuing Town- 
pieces after that Order, and Gloucester was mulcted in 
a similar sum. In Ireland, they appear to have con- 
tinued until 167.^, probably because the law operalted 
less efficiently there, or the new coinage found its way 
slowly to some of the remoter districts. 
Mr. Willis, B. Nightingale. 

P.S. I think Mr. Boyne will find a Token bearing 
the Arms of the Commonwealth, described in " Aker- 
man's London Tokens," No. 812, p. 93, issued by John 
Ward in New Gravel Lane. 

Regarding his other question Ito to whether Trades- 
men's Tokens were issued in Scotland 4hring the 17th 
century, I think we may safely conclude that they were 
not, at least none are known. During eighteen years 
experience in collecting I never met with a single 
specimen, nor do I know any collector that ever saw 
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one. I imagine the solution of this may be found in 
the fact that they were not needed, for the Scotch had 
had since the time of James VI. an abundance of 
copper and Billon money (hence Batvbee, a corruption 
of has billon), while in England a similar coinage, the 
introduction of which had been frequently attempted 
previous to the reign of Charles I., was repudiated by 
the public as base or black money, James VI. coined 
three hundred stone weieht of pure copper coins in 
1597 and 1601 (See Lindsay*s Coinaffe of Scotland^, 
and these were in common circulation during the whole 
of the 17th century. B. N. 

O. W. beg9 to assure Mr. Nightingale, that hispromised 
^^ Brirf Paper on the Satirical and Rhyming Tokens qf 
the Seventeenth Century , with a few remarks on Town- 
pieees" cannot fail to be most acceptable to the readers qf 
Current Notes, . 

The Shaksperb Societt. 

Mr. Willis, — Can any of your Correspondents give 
as good an account of the Shakspere Society as you 
have done of the Percy in the last Number of your 
Notes, and what will you give for the S. S. publica- 
tions ? You have made a dStinct offer in one case, and 
I ask you what you will give for my duplicate set, should 
1 be so lucky as to get one ? 

M.S.S. 

G. W. cannot reply to 3this question. In one ease the 
Society exists, in the other it does not, and the books are 
not in the market, G. W. is prepared to give £1 for cer- 
tain sets qf three issues Only, by the Percy Society, and as 
large a sum in proportion for one or two single issues, \f 
qfered to him. He must, thertfore, decline saying any- 
thing further in this matter. 

Verses on Bobart^s Draqom. 

Aflhby, May 28th, 1852. 

Sir,— Dr. Zachary Grey in his edition of Hudibras, 
vol. 1, page 125, relates tfe following anecdote. 

" Mr, Jacob Bobart, Botany Professor of Oxford, did 
about forty years ago, (in 1704) find a dead Rat in the 
Physic Garden, which he made to resemble the common 
picture of Dragons, by altering its head and tail, and 
thrusting in taper sharp sticks, which distended the 
skin on each side, till it mimicked wings. He let it 
dry as hard as possible. The learned immediately pro- 
nounced it a Dragon ; and one of them sent an accurate 
description of it to Dr. Malibechi, Librarian to the 
Grand Duke of Tuscany : several fine copies of verses 
were wrote upon so rare a subject; but at last Mr. 
Bobart owned the cheat : however it was looked upon as 
a masterpiece of art, and as such deposited m the 
Anatomy Schools (at Oxford), where I saw it some 
years after." 

Can you or any of your readers of " Current Notes," 
inform me whet^ier I can procure the several fine copies 
of verses, or where they are to be seen, and any otner 
particular relating to Jacob Bobart. 

Yours, Ac 

Mr. Willis. H. T. Bobart. 



Sir Charles Wilkins. 

April 2iid, 1852. 

Sir,— Can you or your readers inform me whether 
any more detailed account of the literary labours and 
persevering achievements of the late Sir Charles Wil- 
kins have been published, than those which appeared in 
the Penny Cyclopedia, and the Asiatic Journal, soon 
after his decease ? 

When it is considered how much he has done to 
advance and lay open such treasures in Eastern lite- 
rature, posterity could not but read his Memoirs with 
feelings of veneration for talent of so high an ord^. 
Yours, 

Orientalis. 



PiLORiM*s Badge. 



Mr. Willis,— Your Correspondent, " M. C. S." when 
he ooi\jecturcs the Cross Keys, engraved in the number 
of your amusing " Current Notes for January last," 
p. 7, which I have onlyjust found here, to be a Pilgrim's 
xaAge brought from jRome, had better look to and con- 
sider the Arms of the Sees of York, St. Asaph, Glou- 
cester, and other English and Irish Cathedrals— Cashel 
for instance. 

" M. C. S.,*' it appears to me, might have saved him- 
self any coiyecture upon the subject by referring the 
object in question to Mr. Roach Smith for his opinion — 
a gentleman who has made the religious badges and 
tokens of the Mediaeval Ages his particular study, and 
who was, I believe, one of the first of our English anti- 
quaries that called attention to such matters. See his 
Collectanea Antiqua, 

I should not be sorry if you printed this my note to 
you, as it will give me the pleasure of making a public 
acknowledgment to Mr. Roach Smith of how much I 
feel indebted to him for the great kindness with which 
some time since he allowed me to inspect his treasures, 
and which I feel to be now, coupled with the Roman 
remains I have recently examined, so important to the 
knowledge of ancient London. His collection is an 
extraordinary one; and the frankness of his manner, 
while gratuitously devoting his valuable time, and no 
less valuable stores of information, (the result of 
thoughtful, profound, and judicious research), to a 
stranger, no less extraordinary. 

I must couple with this acknowledgment my sincere 
regret that he who was the founder of the British Archsoo- 
Ic^cal Association, and who induced me to become a 
Member, has ceased not only to be its zealous Secre- 
tary, but a Member of what I fear wiU soon become a 
useless body, and to which, in consequence, I shall cease 
to subscribe. 

I enclose my card, to be forwarded to Mr. Smith, 
should he require the name of your correspondent and 

Subscriber. 
Venice, 26th Feb. 1852. 
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" EUGBNIUS OF StBBNB." 

May 28th, 1852. 
Obsbrtiito in your Current Notes for the present 
month, p. 35, an Enquiry after the ••Eugeniua" of 
Sterne, i beg to refer Mr. Murdoch to Graves's History 
of Cleveland, where he will find John Hall Stevenson, 
Esq. the witty and facetious author of Crazy Tales, 
stated to be the person alluded to^(see p. d57-8, Parish 
of Shelton.) T. 0. Gbry. 

Stbrne and his Fbibnds. 

Sib, — As I think it very probable that your Corres- 
pondent, Mr. Murdock of Glasgow, who appears in the 
May number of your Current Notes, p. 35, to feel so 
much interest about Sterne's authorship, is not aware 
of a little volume printed for private circulation in 1844, 
by W. Durrant Cooper, Esq. F.S.A. entitled, « Seven 
iJetters written by Sterne and his Friends, hitherto un- 
published,** I beg to call his attention to it, as throwing 
considerable light upon what may be called *Hhe secret 
literary history'* of the period. 

In the introductory observations addressed by Mr. 
Durrant Cooper to John Thomas Wharton, Esq., of 
Skelton Castle, he observes : — 

'* The two letters from Sterne are even more character- 
istic than the twelve also addressed to J. Hall Stevenson, 
which have found their way into Sterne's collected works. 
' In the year thirty-two^' says the latter, ' my cousin sent 
me to the University, where I staid some time. 'Twas 
there I commenced a friendship with Mr. H. [Hall, after- 
wards Hall Stevenson] which has been lasting on both 
sides.' <* Rightly," continues Mr. Cooper, ** did Mr. 
H. Stevenson tell your uncle in the letter of 1 785, wherein 
he recommended his grandson to pursue his studies at Cam- 
bridge, Mt is the only time of life to make lasting, honour* 
able, and useful friendships.' He had experienced the full 
force of that truth. The friendship then formed with Sterne 
seems never to have been for one moment interrupted, and 
the letten shew what confidence the author of * Tristram 
Shandy' rtpoted in kit BugeMu»J* 

Your very humble servant, 

Mr. Willis. S. P. T. 

Massingbb. 

June 11th, 1852. 

It must be acknowledeed that there is not, nor can 
there be, a complete uniform edition of Massinffer, so 
long as his supposed lost play of ** Believe as you Xist,** 
remains to be incorporated with his works, it has been 
published by Uie Percy Society, and although uniform 
with the issues of that recently deceased Association, 
will not correspond with any edition of the Poet's 
works ; and should it be reprinted, will require careful 
revision. 

The Manuscript was found among the papers of a 
deceased brother (Lancaster Herald, and one of the 
Executors to Mrs. Garrick*s will), by Samuel Beltz, 
Esq. late of the Treasury, and by him presented to T. 
Crofton Croker, Esq. late of the Admiralty, by whom it 
was transcribed and edited for the Percy Society. 



G. W. is indebted to the Council of that Society so 
far back as 6th of February, 1851, (see his Current 
Notes for July last, p. 50), for permission to insert 
among them the fiEU»imile of the indorsements upon the 
parchment cover, which Mr. Croker agrees with Mr. 
Beltz, as regarding to be in Massinffer*s Autograph. 
The Atheneeum, however, was of a oiiFerent opinion. 
But there can be no doubt whatever that the manu- 
script is genuine, nor that the play was acted. Here is 
the facsimile of Sir Henry Herbert's License. 
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And Mr. Crofton Croker, in reply to an application, liad 
the goodness to infonn 6, W. that in addition to sub- 
mitting Ids request to the consideration of the Council 
of the Percy Society, Mr. Croker would have presented 
the original MS. to the library of the Society of Anti- 
quaries or the British Museum, did he not consider 
that a most unfair attack had been made upon him by 
Mr. Payne Collier, a V. P.* of that Society. 

G. W. can only regret that any inquiry of his, which 
was kindly responded to, should lead to the revival of an 
unpleasant literary discussion— but circumstances have 
forced this acknowledgment upon him, and he acknow- 
ledges with sincere thanks Mr. Croker's courtesy, 

HOLOORAPH. 

'•A young Country Collector of MS.'^ would be 
obliged by the information as to the particular sense 
intended in Catalogues by the use of the word " Holo- 
graph," the more so from its so frequently appearing in 
" Autograph" sales. 

SociBTT OF Antiquaries or Scotland. 

Edinburgh, 15th Jane, 1852. 

My dear Sir, — In your " Current Notes" for May, 
" A Subscriber" states, on the authority of a London 
bookseller, that the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland 
was altogether extinct. 

I hope you will allow me space to contradict this 
assertion, and to assure your Subscriber that the 
Society has never been extinct, and is at present in full 
operation. It is true that the publication of the 
Society's Transactions has been suspended for many 
years, but it will shortly be resumed ; indeed, the first 
part of the new issue is actually at press. 

The " ArchflBologia Scotica" is still to be had, on 
application to Mr. McCulloch, Clerk to the Society, 
Museum, George Street. 

I am, dear Sir, yours very truly, 

Mr. Willis. T. B. J., F.S.A.S. 

Enquiry. 

Birmingham, May 24, 1852. 

Sir,— If any of the correspondents in your very in- 
teresting " Current Notes" could kindly inform me of 
the supposed age at the time of his death, of John de 
Grailey, Captal de Buch, who was celebrated in France 
during the reign of our Edward the Third, and also where 
I can gain any information respecting him besides that 
recorded in Froissart, they will greatly oblige, 

Mr. G. Willis. Yours, S. 

William Lowth, who was a Prior of some note, 
belonged to the Priory at Ixworth in Suffolk, that was, 
in or about A.D. 1100, founded by GUbcrt de Blund, 
and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, for the Black or 
Austin Canons. If Mr. Willis, or any of his Corres- 
pondents can give an idea of the date when he lived, I 
shall feel extremely obliged. 

May 3rd. W. E. 



SouTHET ON Albums. 
" Robert Southejr is my name, 

And England is my nation, 
Keswick is my dwelling-place. 

And albums are — my detestation !** 

Mr. Willis. — If your learned Correspondent T. R. 
Brown (Rev. ?) will do me the favour to explain the mys- 
tical meaning of the Hebrew letter Thau (n), I should 
then be better able to follow some of his readings. 

F. W. WiLLLUlS. 



Literary Enquiry. 

Hawkshead, April 26. 

Sir, — I shall feel much obliged if any of the readers 
of " Current Notes " will kindly afford even the least 
information respecting a small poetical volume, entitled 
" Sacrarum Heriodum Epistolte, auctorc Joanne Yin- 
cartio Insulano e S. J. Turid, 1640 ;" whether it exists 
in the British Museum, or in any other public or private 
library in this country. I have now before me a similar 
work : "CI. Espenceei Theologi Parisiensis Sacrarum 
Heroidum liber, &c. Paris. 1564." This I suppose 
to have been the precursor of the former. The Bio- 
graphy of the Literary Jesuit Fathers will doubtless 
supply some information ; but this work, I believe, is also 
very scarce. 

Yours, Ac. 

Mr. Wniis. D. B. H. 



Daniel 0*Rourkb. 

Sir,— To make what your Correspondent A., who 
dates from " Oak House," (" Current Notes" for March 
last, p. 18), a sort of mystery more mysterious, I beg to 
refer nim to an amusing little volume, entitled " Irish 
Popular Superstitions, by W. R. Wilde," which has just 
been published in Dublin, in the Shilling Series of 
"Readings in Popular literature," where Tie will find 
it stated Uiat ** the story of Daniel 0*Rourke is told 
upon a winter*s night, by the iau8S0ffue*s blaze in the 
Islands and Shark and Boffin (on the West Coast of 
Ireland), under the name of Terence O'Flaherty, as a 
warning to the stayers out late, by people who never 
heard of Mr. Crofton Croker's " Munster Legends." 
And a note adds, that ** Daniel 0*Rourkc appeared many 
years before the publication of the ** Munster Legends,'* 
m a periodical called the * Dundee Repository.' " 

Yours, Ac. 

Mr. Willb. W. B. 



The Paradise of Coquettes. 

Edinburgh. 
Your Correspondent, W. G. is informed that the 
author of the Poem called the " Paradise of Coouettes,'' 
was Dr. Thomas Brown, the celebrated Professor of 
Moral Philosophy in the University of Edinburgh. 
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London, May 27, 1852. 
Sir,— The " Paradise of Coquettes" was written by 
the late Thomas Brown, M.D. Professor of Moral Phi- 
losophy at Edinburgh, in the intenal between Dugald 
Stewart and John Wilson, and one of the original col- 
leagues of Jefirey, in tlie Edinburgh Review. 

Your obedient servant, 
Mr. Willis. B. C. L. 

Cambridge, May 26th, 1852. 
Dear Sir,— "The Paradise of Coquettes," is by Dr. 
Thomas Brown, the Metaphysician. It is contained in 
his Poetical Works, publisned in 4 vols. 12mo. at Edin. 

1820. 

Yours truly, 

Mr. Willis. A. M. 

Merkland, Corsock, by Dnrnfries, May 27, 1852. 

Sir, — The letter of your correspondent, W. G. dated 
from Edinburgh on the 27th of April, which appears in 
your Notes for this month, shews into what deep ob- 
livion the authors of even respectable productions 
gathered from Parnassus are doomed speedily to sink. 
The author of the ** Paradise of Coquettes," was Dr. 
Thomas Brown, late Professor of Moral Philosophy in 
the University of Edinburgh. The work was printed 
and published in Edinburgh in 1818, price 9^. 

Yours faithfully, 

Mr. Willis. I. M. 

Advertisements. 

A has kindly forwarded to G. W. transcripts of the 
following advertisements which have been enquired after. 
Heralds* College. 

'* These are to give notice, that the Records of the 
Office of Arms are removed from Westminster to the 
Colledqe of Arms, near Doctors* Commons, in Lon- 
don, where the Heralds and other Officers of Arms do 
attend as formerly.**— X(>w^» Gazette, Monday, April 
19, 16T5. 

Automaton Chess Player. 

The famous Automaton Chess Player, and the speak- 
ing Organ; is to be seen every day at one o*Clock, 
No. 14, St. James Street, next Brook*s ; admittance, bs. 

Parties of at least 8 persons may have a private ex- 
hibition to themselves, at any hour of their own choice, 
on giving previous notice and sending for tickets. June^ 

1784. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

F.S. A. " Ten Months' Experience in the Society of Anti- 
quaries" must stand over for enquiry. Certainly, his com- 
ments upon the conduct of this Society and its Council may 
be found recorded among G. W.'s Current Notes for July 
last, but no copy of Mr. Bruoe's pamphlet has reached the 
Piazza, as conjectured. And 6. W. has as little know- 
ledge of his correspondent who suggested " the Bruce,'' as 
he has of ** the Akerman" testimonial. The mysteries of 
Learned Societies may be deciphered in Dr. Hume's labo- 
rious work on the subject. 



6. W. respectfully declines noticing Mr. Pettigrew's 
pamphlet, but Willis's Notes are, and always have been, 
open to any communication. 

QuBRMS. Engraved. 

** The Cocked Hat Club," does not fit. 

" Bronze Arcbbr." B. N. Must stand over for oon- 
sidenition and enquiry. 

yinjovoKKa, received, but does not suit. 

((:3^ The practice referred to by *'a Subscriber" 
{Reform Club) exists among Booksellers who travel at their 
own risk and expense from London to attend distant Book 
Sales. But in the Book Auctions of the Metropolis nothing 
of the kind, to G. W.'s knowledge, is resorted to. 

I. G. W. thanked, and Extract from the *' Montreal 
Transcript" (24th April) received, but G. W. has already 
devoted as much space to the Aztec City in Central Ame- 
rica as it is in his power to assign to a controverted ques- 
tion (see Current Notes for last January, p. 4, and February, 
p. 9), and G. W. has already declined inserting more than 
one long communication on this subject from want of space. 

American Authors. Mr. Webster's words are as 
reported in the Boston Journal of 24th May, 1852 — 

" Sam Rogers reads them, Hailam reads them, Lord 
Mahon reads them, and sometimes finds himseif answered 
when he comments upon them. In France, Thiers and 
Guizot read them," &c. 



Burke, Thomas Haviland. Print and Autograph Collec- 
tor. (His Collections will be sold by Messrs. Christie 
and Manson). Gloucester-place, Mary-le-bone. 3rd 
April. Aged 57. 

Calvert, Charles. Landscape Punter (late of Manchester), 
Bowness, Westmoreland. 26th February. Aged 66. 

DoDD, Rev. Philip Stanhope, M.A. Theology. Rector 
of Penshurst, Kent ; Alrington, Sussex, and Chaplain 
to the Queen (his unde was the unfortunately cele- 
brated Dr. William Dodd). 22nd March. Aged 77. 

DoLLOND, George Huggins, F.R.S. Optics and Astro- 
nomical Science. Nortii Terrace, CamberweU. 13th 
May. Aged 79. 

Griffin, John, F.S.A. Senior Subscriber to the Royal 
Literary Fund (1790), and Father of Lady Franklin. 
Bedford Place, Russell Square. 2nd May. Aged 95. 

Havilanu, John, Architect and Engineer. Philadelphia, 
U.S. 28th March. Aged 59. 

Jennings, Lieut. Edward, R.N. *< Practical Hints to 
Seamen for preventing accidents on board ship," 
(1844), 8vo. Haverstock HiU. 12th April. Aged 58. 

Jones, Rev. John, M.A. Welsh Poet and Biblical 
Scholar. (Tegid) Pembrokeshire. 2nd May. Aged 60. 

Mackat, Alexander. Foreign and Domestic Political 
Writer. On his way home from India. 15th April. 

Sarobant, Miss Anna Maria. Periodical Writer. <* Cham- 
bers's Journal)" *' The Belle Assembl6e," &c.. Works 
on Education. London. 18th April. Aged 42. 

SuTBBRLAND, Mrs. Charlotte. (Her late huslMnd's com- 
pletely illastrated Clarendon this lady gave to the 
Bodleian Library at Oxford, having previously printed 
a Catalogue of it.) Bramley, near Guildford. 18th 
March. Aged 69. 
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• I will make a prief of it in my Note-Book." — Shaksperb. 



[July, 1852. 



NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBKRS, 

G. Will 19 graJefully acknortledgf^ th*^ vadoua interest- 
ing documenU and It/tter^ he hn3 rtcolved. tie h snxioua 
that it ijbould be i)erfectly understood that he is not the 
author of any statouicnt, representation, or opinion, that 
may appear rn bis '^Cnrrcnt Notes/' which are merely selec* 
tions from commumcationa made to him in the conrae of 
hU busineaa^ and which appear to him to merit attention. 
Every statement therefore is open to correction or dissua- 
sion, and the writers of the fteveml patagiraphs should be 
considered as alone respon^^ible for their assertions. AU 
though many notes have hitberto appeared anonymously, 
or with initial kttera, yet wherever a serious contradiction 
i! involved^ G. WilHfl trusts that his Cot respondents will 
feel the necessity of allowing him to make use of their 
names wben properly required. 



Fr£3C0 PaI??TING3 ON THE WaLLS OP CuiTRCnES, 

Sia^ — I rejoice to find, that tho abr^urd outcry which 
was raised a few years ago about the preservation of 
the grotesque paintings Jiccidentally disco vere<l upon the 
walls of some of our old Protestant Churches has died 
away* And I trust that all chiirehwarrlens will spccilily 
etfaec suck dif^gusting and kiri)arous representations a^ 
exist in St. Mary's Ciuircb at Guildford. What, for 
inslance, can l>e more shocking than to sec the Saviour 
casting out devils, thus represente<l '? 



And where or how could whitewash be better bestowed 
than in concealing such frightful enormities from our 
eyes as that here represented with reference to the 
ceremony of Baptism ? 





No one witb a single grain of common sense ougbt 
to tolerate the cant about "Mural Paintings," and 
" Medieeval Art," which has been got up by a set of 
quacks with whom no one who really respects religion 
or art can sympathize. I am no Archaeologist, although 
I am 

Mr. Willis. An Akchitect. ^ 



New Edition of Shakespeare !— Mr. Halliwell has 
announced a new edition of Shakespeare in Twenty volumes 
folio, of which only one hundred and fifty copies will be 
printed, and Mr. Halliwell proposes to complete his 
gigantic task in six or seven years, or at the rate cf^ 
about three volumes annually, the price of each to be 
two guineas. He intends that this edition, besides being 
judiciously illustrated under the direction of Mr. Fair- 
holt, should contain all the original novels and tales on 
which the plays are founded. He asserts in his pro- 
spectus that there are " ujnvards of two thousand ooso- 
lete words and phrases in Shakespeare left without 
any explanation in the editions of Mr, Knight and 
Mr. Collier ;" and as an instance of the labour and 
expense incurred by him during the last twelve years in 
preparing for this edition of our Poet's Works, mentions 
that in one instance he gave " upwards of sixty pounds 
for a single tract on account of its afFording an unique 
illustration of one play." 

That this edition on the part of Mr. Halliwell must 
be " a labour of love" no one can doubt, for it is quite 
evident that as a pecuniary speculation it cannot remu- 
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nerate him, for it is impossible to estimate the cost of 
producing " a thick folio, copiously illustrated," at much 
less than three hundred guineas, and Mr. Halliwell has 
niedged himself to his subscribers that the plates will 
oe destroyed, and no more copies printed than the num- 
ber he has named, viz. one hundred and fifty. 



WeLLBELOVED's " EBURACUli.'* 

Sir, — I observe in Saturday's "Atheneeum" (July 
rrth), a statement which I am at a loss to comprehend, 
for surely it cannot be imputed to the ignorance of the 
writer, who is one of the reviewers of that celebrated 
periodical. He states that Mr. Wellbeloved printed a 
work for private circulation called " Ebobacon." Now 
I possess a valuable volume, by the Rev. C. Wellbeloved, 
called " Eburacum, or York under the Romans." Can 
you tell me where I can get a copy of " Eboracon," 
where it was printed, and who is the author ? 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Tjl pi 

Bagshot, July 19th. 



Atlas of Epochs. 



Leeds, Ist July, 1852. 

In the « Quarterly Journal of Education," about 
twenty years ago, an Atlas was advertised, which was 
to contain about thirty mans, exhibiting the world as 
it was known at several of the most important epochs — 
as, in the time of Augustus— of Constantine— -at the 
fall of Constantinople, &c. &c. Can any of your readers 
say if this was published, and give the exact title ? If 
a*5h a work exists, with the maps aU on one scale, it 
would be highly useful. 

Mr. G. Willis. T. W. 



Arch^ologt.— 7%^ London Weekly Paper (July 
«*d) states that an Archaeological meeting will be held 
during the present month at Battle. No more appro- 
priate locality could have been selected. 

F. S. A. 



Crossed Bankers' Checks.— A Correspondent in- 
forms Mr. Willis that he made a mem. of what he con- 
sidered to be an important bit of information, which he 
found among G. W.'s " Current Notes" for February, 
1851, No. n. p. 16, on this subject. In the case, how- 
ever, of "Bellamy v, M^oribanks," tried in the Court 
of Exchequer on the 2eth uUimo, it was ruled by the 
Lord Chief Baron, that the practice of crossing checques 
was not legal, because by such crossing the meaning and 
object of such checques being pajrable to " bearer" were 
thus limited. And therefore a verdict of £2,596. 17* 
was, under the direction of the learned Judge, found in 



favour of the defendants Messrs. Coutts and Co. repre- 
sented by Mr. M^oribanks. 

The convenience and security of the practice of cross- 
ing checques will, it is to be hoped, not be disturbed by 
this decision, and that the Bankers of London will unite 
in securing such a legal enactment as may establish a 
practice which, although admitted not to be a general 
custom, is much Pro Bono Publico. 

July 1st, 1852. 



The Packet Station. 

Brayely doth Southampton stand 

Upon an np-hill tongue of land, 

Walled about with gate and tower, 

Remnants of its former power. 

On the East, a muddy ditch in 

Ebbs and flows the River Itchen ; 

Wiley winding on the West, 

Serpent- like creeps on the Test; 

And about its Docks and Docking, 

'< Sweet's the talk*'— the smell is shocking. 

Let Southampton jobbers laugh 
At electric telegraph ; 
But J warn them^ like a prophet, 
Sharp's the shock, they will feel of it ; 
Westward goes the Packet Station, 
Now 'tis dear to every nation ; 
Just as dear, as that tiie Mail mode 
Must run always viA Rail-road ; 
So Irish boys — " Hip — Hip — Hurrah — 
For Bandon and for Bantry Bay !" 
For Mr. Willis. Pat. R.E. 

From the Cork Exhibition Rooms, 
June 30, 1852. 



Holograph. 



Sir,— I beg to inform " a Young Country Collector," 
(Current Notes for June, p. 6.5) that the term Holo- 
graph is compounded of two Greek words, iXof and 
ypa^oi, and signifies a deed entirely in the writer's own 
hand. If I sign my name to a letter it is an autograph, 
if I write the whole of it — ^it is a holograph, 



Mr. Willis. 



holograph, 
Yours, Ac. 

Johnson by Todd. 



G. W. C. (ManeheHer, Uh July) thanked. The fore- 
going renders it unneeessary to itisert hie obliging eommuni- 
cation. 



Spoken under the Rose. 

Sir, — ^The following remarks on this proverb, in the 
" Vulgar Errors of Sir Thomas Browne," form a clue to 
the discd^ery of its full and true meaning : — 

" When we desire to confine our words, we commonly 
say they are spoken under the rose ; which expression 
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is commendable, if the rose, from any natural property, 
may be the symbol of silence, as Nazianzen seems to 
imply in these translated verses : 

** * Utque latet Rosa veraa sac putamine dansa, 
Sic 08 vincla ferat, validisqne arctetur habenis, 
Indicatque suis proUza silentia labris :' 

And is also tolerable, if by desiring a secrecy to words 
spoken imder the rose, we only mean in society, and 
compotation, from the ancient tustom in symposiack 
meetings, to wear chaplets of roses about their neads ; 
and so we condemn not the German custom, which over 
the table describeth a rose in the ceiling. But more 
considerable it is, if the oridnal were sucn as Lemnius 
and others have recorded, that the rose was the flower 
of Venus, which Cupid consecrated to Harpoorates, 
the God of Sileneej and was therefore an emblem 
thereof; ♦ * * as is declared in this tetrastich : 

*^ 'Ett RoeaflM Veneris, cujiiB qnd facta laterent, 
Harpoerati matrie, dona dicavit Amor ; 
Inde Rosam mensia hospes snspendit amicis, 
Convivse at sub ea dicta taoenda aciant.' " 

Were I to attempt to do justice to this subject, I might 
probably take up a much larger space than your eight 
very interesting pages would contain ; and as you have 
somewhere requested your correspondents to be concise 
in their communications, I have no other mode left than 
that of putting my remarks into the shape of foot-notes. 

1 . Harpoerati. — Har-po-crat-es (or Horus, thb time) 
signifies, Vishnu (Hari) completing his nourishment 
(in the womb of time.) Botn he and his priests are 
represented with a flnger placed on the lips, to denote 
silence concerning the time when Harpocrates or Horus 
(the Messiah) should come into the world. We have, 
moreover. Scripture testimony to prove that silence 
was prescribed to those who were entrusted with thejull 
secret. " Now to him that is of power to stablish you 
according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mtstebt, 
which was kept secret since the world began.** Rom. 
xvi. 25. 

2. Matris. — His mother was the Egyptian Isis, re- 
presented in various ways. Vide Cupen Harpocrates ; 
and Isis is the same as Venus Urania. See L'Abb^ 
Pluche ; and Isis is the same as the Woman ntZ^ Isha, 
Gen. iii. 15. "Causam vero hi^usmodi cultus Isidi 
tributi non aliam fuisse censet, quam quee antiquissima, 
eaque certa persuasione gentium de Unigenito veri Dei 
Filio ex Virgine Matre nascituro prodierat.** Alpha- 
betum Tibetanum, p. 56 : therefore Venus Urania was 
the type of the Virgin (Mary). I possess a bronze Isis, 
holding in her left nana the hieroglyph for the Omega, 
and in her right hand the hieroglyph for the Woman 
{Vvvti). 

3. Est Rosa flos Veneris.— There are various images 
of Isis on coins and amulets, which shew that her 
emblem was the Lotus, the Lily, and the Rose. In 
Cuperi Harpocrates, we are told that " hie Puer, vel 



parvus In&ns, nullus alius quam Harpocrates esse 
potest, quem vel loto insidentem, vel aliis symbolis 
omatum.** These images represent Horus, some from 
the time of his spiritcal conception ; some during the 
time of his concealment or nourishment, and others at 
the time of his birth ; and all of them represent him 
labia digito prementem. The sacred misteltoe ormistel 
is applicable to Harpocrates from the time of his con- 
ception to the tims of his birth, 

4. Putamine. — I take putamen to indicate the rose- 
bud. 

5. Let me now refer to the &mous £a,ble of Venus 
and Adonis, evidently concocted from sacred histories, 
and vitiated after the peculiar manner of Ovid. Venus, 
hearing the dying voice of her son, killed by Mars^ 
hastened to his assistance, and pricked her foot with a 
thorn ; and the blood falling upon the Rose, turned it 
from a lily colour to a carnation colour, &c. See 
King*s account of the heathen gods, where the whole 
story reminds us of the events that took place at and 
after the death of our Saviour. 

Hence, I draw the conclusion that the white rose- 
BCD was the proper emblem of the blessed Virgin, 
** ewQ ov €«« Tov viov vTtic rov irptaroTOKov.** 
At^ birth, her emblem was the full-blown white 
rose. After her purification, the red rose is her 
proper emblem ; i, e. when referring to her after that 
period. 

It may be interesting to the florist to know that the 
Anemone (breathing or filled with wisdom) is the lovely 
emblem oi our blessed Saviour. The Rose and Lily 
signify love, desire, &c. The Lotus signifies to enclose, 
envelop. 

I am, sir, yours truly, 

T. R. Brown. 

Southwick Vicarage, near Oandle, 
Jane 26th, 1852. 

P.S. — I do not know to which of my printed works 
Mr. F. W. Williams refers in your numoer for June, 
p. 55, (Readinfi;s and Critical Notes on the Diflicult 
Texts of Sacred Scripture ?), I, however, most willingly * 
give him the required information. The chief significa- 
tions of the letter ri» than, are : a repository, tent, 
coffer, to conceal, lay up, secrete. When in composition 
in a Hebrew word, it forms a noun, or any other part 
of speech which will take in the idea of a covering, 
repository, womb, place of concealment, &c. In my 
nomenclature of the ancient Hebrews, p. 140 of my 
Gram, of Hebrew Hieroglyphs, and after a full expla- 
nation of it, I have given them, " A repository, taber- 
nacle, superficies, to shut, lay up.** 



Mr. Willis. 



, Brown (Rev.) 



Querns. 

Quern means a corn-mill, worked by hand, in its 
ordinary acceptation. The word in Anglo-Saxon is 
c J>eojin, from whence our familiar word churn ; but it 
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is not quite clear to me that this popular word has not 
an occult meaning, and I should like to have the opinion 
of such scholars as your correspondent, the Rev. Mr. 
Brown, upon this point. 

The excavations which have been made in the Car- 
ribean graves of America satisfy me that the capsular 
stones seen in the British Islands and elsewhere, some- 
times with from one to five hollows in them, were the 
primitive quern, and that these capsules or hollows were 
originally produced by pounding, aud afterwards by 
attrition made circular. I send a drawing of one, which 
I procured from the neigh- 
bourhood of a windmill so 
ancient as to be mentioned 
in the Doomsday Book. 
The quern was, I believe, 
very generally used by the 
Romans, but under the 
name "mola." Here there 
is not the slightest affinity 
in sound, and the Latin 
" cirnea," for a churn, 
affords to my ear, I con- 
fess, as little association — though this has been ques- 
tioned. 

The use of the quern seems to be world-wide, and 
from the remotest aees to the present time. Boswcll, 
in his Tour to the Hebrides, says — "We stopped at a 
little hut, where we saw an old woman grinding com 
with the quern, an ancient Highland instrument, which 
it is said was used by the Romans ; but which, being 
very slow in its operation, b almost entirely gone into 
disuse." 

Dr. Clarke mentions one which he saw in Cjrprus, as 
iimilar to the Scotch quern, of which you have a sketch 
inclosed, " common also to 
Lapland, and in all parts of 
Palestine." In a village near 
Jerusalem that traveller 
beheld two women grinding 
at the mill, in a manner 
most forcibly illustrating 
the words of St. Matthew, 
xxiv. 41. The Earl of El- 
lesmere, in his Mediter- 
ranean Sketches (1834), 
says—" In a window of our 
apartment stood one of those simple hand mills of Scrip- 
ture, deemed in the time of Moses so essential to the 
domestic economy of his people, that he exempted it, as 
he also did the widows* raiment, from the fangs of the 
pawnbroker. Deut. xxiv. 6. *No man shall take 
the upper or nether mill-stone to pledge, for he taketh 
a man's life to pledge.' Judges ix. 53 : * And a certain 
woman cast a piece of a mill-stone upon Abimelech's 
head, and all to break liis skull.' Some commentators 
wish to render this the upper stone of a hand mill. If 
the Hebrew text allow this, it will be the more satis- 
factory version, for a better missile could not be devised 




than the entire stone. Such a stone, also, would not 
only serve as a sufficient weight to drown a swimmer, 
but might easily be attached to his neck for that pur- 
pose." " In a Dutch illustrated Bible, in the passage 
to which I have already adverted," continues his Lord- 
ship, " the woman is represented as heavine a mill-stone 
of some ten feet diameter on the head of Abimelech." 
Obediently, Mr. Willis's humble servant, 

Q. S. T. 
Bath, 3rd Jane. 

Rhtmino Tokens. 

Among the " Curiosities of Coinage*' may be enu- 
merated the Tokens current in the seventeenth century, 
during the Commonwealth, the Protectorate, and the 
Restoration, issued by Tavern-keepers and Tradesmen 
" for public convenience." It would not suit my pur- 
pose, nor your space, to discuss their origin and uses, 
which may be found fully described in "Akerman's 
London Tokens." I mean now only to touch briefly 
upon a class which may be denominated Jihyming 
Tokens, a few specimens of which have come under my 
notice. 

In my own collection I find three, one of which was 
issued by " Sam. Endon in Macklesficld,'' and represents 
a man smoking a pipe, between a roU of tobacco and a 
pair of scales, thus indicating the nature of his calling, 
and the justice of hb dealings ; around it runs the follow- 
ing distich : 

** Welcom you be 
To trade wh me." 

The second is the Token of John Hart of Nottingham, 
whose device is a heart, and who adopts the ^^ I promise 
to paxf^ style, in this verse, 

" Take these that wil 
He chaing them stil.** 

Tlie third is issued by the proprietor of the " Coffee 
House in Exchange Ally," (the original Garway's or 
Garraway's), on which appears a Turk's head with these 
lines: 

** Morat ye Great men did mee call 
Where 'ear I came I conquer'd all." 

This was the warrior Sultan of Turkey, Amurath IV., 
whose name was thus popularized, or vulgarised, into 
Morat; just as Boney was the popular diminutive of 
Bonaparte early in the present century, as many of us 
can well remember.* 

In the Staffordshire collection of Mr. Salt, the 
Banker, is a very pretty token " set forth by the Corpo- 
ration of Lichfield,'' which exhibits a humane sentiment 
in tolerable rhyme : 

'* To supply the Poore's need 
Is charity indeed." 

In the same collection is another Token issued by 

* It is worthy of remark that the Duke of Wellington 
occasionally, in his despatches from the seat of war, de:iig- 
nated his great opponent as " Boney." 
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" Will. Wakelin at the Crown in Uttoxeter," a zealous 
royalist, the exuberance of whose loyalty breaks forth 
in the following execrable doggrel : 

^'ViveleRoi 
In Uttexetor." 

If " brevity" be " the soul of wit," Master Wakelin 
may be said to have achieved it, for he has actually 
transposed the letters of Uttoxeter in order to produce 
this ludicrous rhyme. 

In Mr. Frudenthal's extensive series of tokens, I find 
two of this Rhyming class, one of which, in allusion to 
its metal, runs thus, 

" Althoug but bras 
Yet let me pass." 

The other, issued by " P. J. of Charde," bears a crowned 
rose, with this distich : 

*' Receive the Crown 
In every towne." 

The meaning is not very clear, but we may suppose a 
loyal sentiment is intended. 

In Akerman's interesting Catalogue of London Tokens, 
I have noticed one of Cliurch-yard Alley in Southwark, 
which bears the device of a pump; and a very remark- 
able pump it must have been, for it is accompanied by 
these lines : 

''This Pump runs deer 
Wih Ale and Beer." 

In the Catalogue of Yorkshire Tokens now publishing 
by Mr. Wardell of Leeds in the " Rcliquice Antiquae 
Eboracenses," I observe one issued by a tradesman at 
G ildersome, which bears this rhyming motto, 

" Strike light, 
Weigh right." 

T)ic first line seems somewhat obscure, but I suppose it 
to be a technical phrase used by bakers in drawing their 
loaves. There is, however, no evidence on this token 
that the issuer was of that trade, the device being a 
woolpack. 

In Dr. Aquila Smith's printed Catalogue of IHsh 
Tokens, I find but one that may be considered of the 
rhyming class; the distich is more commercial than 
humourous: 

*' When yon please, 
He change thes." 

It occurs on a Wexford Token, and is repeated on another 
of Carrickmacross. Humourous and witty as the Irish 
of all classes are known to be, I certainly am disappointed 
in not finding more of their Tokens bearing punning or 
rhyming mottoes. 

I have only to add that the list of this class of Tokens 
might be much enlarged by patient research among the 
numerous private collections that exist ; although it is 
not all collectors who will permit their stores to be 
accessible, or subservient to any literary or useful pur- 
pose. They present a remarkable episode in the annals 
of Coinage, and I doubt whether any country beside our 
own can produce so singular a series. They are not 



only highly amusing, but occasionally afford glimpses 
of the manners, customs, and modes of thought of the 
tradine community during an interesting period of 
English history. JB. N. 

Daniel O'Rourke. 

July 1, 1852. 

Sir. — Your Correspondent A. in your March Notes, 
says that in T. C. Croker's " Fairy Legends," he states 
that he knew Daniel O'Roiurke well, and that he was an 
old man when he told him the story of his flight to the 
moon on the 25th June, 1813, observing that "all this 
seems very circumstantial." Now Prince • Puckler 
Muscaw is no less circumstantial, when in his Irish 
Tour, Vol. I. p. 34S-9, he says— 

" October 2, 1828.— I am just retnmed fipom an excnr- 

sion of sixteen miles with Colonel W to Hungry Hill, 

a lofty mountain at the end of Bantry Bay, remarkable for 
its waterfall and for Thomas O'Rourke's flight to the 
moon on an eagle's back which began here, and has so often 
been related in prose and verse. Even in Germany this 
amosing tale has been repeatedly translated, and has 
probably fallen into your hands. The hero of the story is 

a gamekeeper of Lord B 's who is still alive, and almost 

always drunk. On our return Colonel W introduced 

him to me at the Inn. He is now extremely proud of his 
celebrity, and seemed to me when I saw him to be project- 
ing another visit to the moon." 

I am. Sir, 
• Mr. Willis. Your Constant Reader. 

The Westons op West Horslet. 

Mr. Willis, — If any of your Heraldic Correspond- 
ents can inform me why the chevron was introduced 

into the armorial bearings of this -^ 

ancient family, they would much 
oblige me. 

The arms borne by the first four 
generations, from the time of the Con- 
queror were — 
^L-v^ — when about the sixth of John the 
^te^^ chevron appears to have been introduced 
^^y^ by Adam de Weston. And this, I am 
told, was also the case about the same 
period in the bearing of many similarly 
arranged coats. 

Your humble servant, 

H. T. W. 
Bengal, 26th May, 1852. 





" EcGENius OF Sterne." 

Manse of Rothiemurchen, 
Jaly 2nd, 1852. 
Sir,— Your " Current Notes " are often instructive 
and amusing. I hope yourself, or some of your readers, 
will be able to inform mc in your next who the Eugenius 
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was that made an addition to Sterne's Sentimental 
Journey. 

I am, sir, yours truly, 
Mr. Willis. A. Rutherford. 

[In O, W.*9 Current Note9 for June it is stated that 
** Eugeniue " wot John Hall Stetenson, Eeq.l 



" Pearle of Prater." 

Longright, near Manchesterj 
IstJuly, 1652. 

Sir, — I should feel obliged to any of your C!orres- 
pondents, or readers of your " Current Notes,'' if thev 
could give me any information of the following small 
work which I am unable myself to trace in any Cata- 
logue, and also several of the best bibliographical works. 

Mr. G. Willis. J. B. Rondeau. 

Narnb, (By Mr. William P. of Dyeert,) Pbarle 
OF Prayer, most pretious and poweriful, &c. 18mo. 
Dedicated to Charles I. (dated from Dytartj the 28th 
May, 1630). And afterward to the Right Virtuous and 
Worshipfall Patrons of this Famous Citie of Edinburgh, 
David Aikenhead, most worthie Lord Provost, &c., and to 
the whole Counsel], &c. of Edinburgh, &c. &c. 456 pp. 
Concluding with a part of a page of ** Faults escaped," on 
the recto of last leaf. 



" Robbed between Sun and Sun.*' 

Hereford, July 2nd, 1852. 

Sir,— Recollecting the query of your Correspondent 
Y. S. N. in your " Current Notes " for January, p. 6, 
as to " the origin of this expression," I have picked it 
out to-day in " Butler's Remains," in his " Repartees 
between Cat and Puss," lines 121-2 : 

** As thieves, that rob themselves 'twixt sun and sun, 
•Make others pay for what themselves have done." 

Mr. TVlUis. C. N. 



The Cow Chase. 



Mr. Willis, — Any of your American Correspondents 
who can supply you with a copy of some verses written 
by the unfortunate Msgor Andr6 under the above title, 
and published in New York on the very day that he was 
taken by a party of General Wayne's soldiers (26th 
September, 1780) would very much oblige your Corre- 
spondent. The circumstances of Mayor Andre's execu- 
tion as a spy soon afterwards at Tappan or Orange Town, 
where General Grey two years before cut up (or rather 
murdered) Washington's Dragoons, whom he surprisetl, 
and all of whom he killed while asleep, may have had 
some influence upon the fate of Mayor Andr6, but I am 
inclined to think that his satirical verses upon General 
Wayne, entitled " Tlie Cow Chase," may have deter- 



mined it, and if published by you among your " Current 
Notes," might have the effect of setting at rest much 
misrepresentation upon both sides respecting tlmt lament- 
able event — which is now matter of history alone. 

£. C 
Bel&st, July 1, 1852. 



Mystical Meaning of the Hebrew Letter TAW. 

Sir, — By a mistake of your printer, the letter H (He) 
is substituted for H (Taw), in Mr. Williams's note of 
enquiry respecting the mystical meaning of the latter, 
which appeared amongyour ** Current Notes" for June, 
(p. 55). Should the Rev. Mr. Brown offer any expla- 
nation for your Correspondent's information, as reouestcd, 
I will respectfully bow to that learned gentleman's 
superior erudition. I would merely refer your Corres- 
pondent to Claude Paradin's Devises Heroiques, where 
he will find it stated — 

" La lettre Ilebraique, Thau, est un sainct et salutifere 
signe, et de croix, selon sainct Hierosme sor S. Marc. 
De tel signe, jadis Ezechiel en esprit prophetique, vid mar- 
quer par TAnge les fideles au front, reconnus tristes en 
leurs coeurs des abominations commises en Hiemsalem, au 
moyen dequoy furent sauvez, et les obstinez par sentence 
divine furent soudainement occis. Davantage signifle ceste 
Thau oonsommation et pour autant est finale de T Alphabet 
des Hebrieuz, clouant et consommant iceluy, come Alef le 
comence. Chose qui n'est jamais ainsi advenue sans grand 
mystere, veu que nostre Redempteur, estaat mis en Croix, 
vint k proferer ces demiers mots, avant la mort, Con- 
suMMATUM Est, manifestant par iceux, la consommation 
de toutes propheties et Ventures, estre a venue k celle heure 
qu'il estoit eslev6 bus le signe de ceste lettre. Laqaelle 
quant k sa forme, estant peinte enlettre versale, represente 
mieuz signe de Croix qn' autrement, et la peignent taut les 
Grecs, que les Latins, en propre forme de Crcix, jnsques 
aujourd'huy, T. Telle est doncques la vraye enseigne, ou 
estendart, des militans en I'Eglise Chrestienne." 

Paradin^s little book is one of such extreme rarity, 
that I have made this quotation from it for Mr. Wil- 
liams. I never saw a copy of it perfect, and you may 
remember that the one I purchased from you wanted 
the title-paee. It is not noticed by Watt in his valu- 
able " Bibliotheca Britannica ;" but was, I believe, 
published in 1610. 

I remain, sir, your humble servant, 

Mr. Willis. G. G. Rogers Rogers. 



JOKEBT. 

26th June. 

Sir,— Can any of your communicants inform me 
who was the author of " Jokeby, a Burlesque on 
Rokeby. By an Amateur of Fashion ; with occasional 
Notes by our most Popular Characters ?" Printed for 
Thomas Tegg, 1813. 

Mr. Willis. Y. S. N. 
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Literary Enquiry Answered. 

British Museum, Julj, 1852. 

Sir,— I be^ to inform your Correspondent D. B. H. 
(in reply to his enquiry of April 25, which appeared in 
your " Current Notes'* for last month, p. 55), that John 
Vincart was bom at Lille in Flanders, 159t3, and be- 
came a Jesuit at the age of twenty. He studied at the 
college of hb Order at Lille and Toumai, and distin- 
guished himself hy his talent for Latin Poetry. The 
first work he published was entitled ** Virgo Cancellata 
in Ecclesia D. Petri Insulee cultu et miraculis Celebris, 
1636;" a History of our Lady of the Lattice in St. 
Peter's Church at Lille. A second edition appeared in 
1638. Having been pressed to undertake a translation 
of this his first production, he published it in French in 
1671, with additional particulars of several miracles of 
which he was an eye-witness. In 1640 appeared 
"Sacrarum Heroidum Epistolee." The author in his 
preface professes an admiration for Ovid ; and seems to 
have chosen him as his model, substituting Christian 
heroes for those of the Latin Poet. He declares that it 
was composed chiefly for his own amusement, and to 
relieve his mind from care. It is a thin 12mo. volume, 
is dedicated to the General of the Order, and contains 
twenty-four Epistles, in Latin Elegiac verse. Each 
epistle b adorned with a neat allegorical vignette, en- 
graved by Rucholle. The third and last book is devoted 
to Saints of the Order. His poetry is good, and there 
are some passages of great beauty. Ihave not space 
for a quotation, and can only give a few of the titles — 
Mary to Jesus— Anna to Tobias — Loyola to Ignatius — 
Kotska to Our Blessed Lady — Aloysius to a fountain, 
&c. The prologue to the first Epistle relates, that it 
was the custom of the Jews to visit the Temple three 
times during the year ; and so Joseph with Mary and 
the child Jesus, who was then twelve years of age, set 
out to Jerusalem. After making their offering, they 
return homewards to Nazareth; but Jesus remains 
secretly behind. When Mary sees this, she thinks he 
must have mingled with the crowd of men who are 
walking apart firom the women ; and, bowed down with 
grief, turns back her footsteps to seek her son. Having 
sought him for three days in vain, worn out with grief 
and fatigue, she is represented by the Poet inditing this 
Epistle— an expression of her maternal love and sorrow 
at his loss — and breathing forth a prayer for his speedy 
restoration to her arms. The allegorical vi^ette re- 
presents her and Joseph resting near the city. On a 
tree sits a solitary dove, which has lost its mate, to 
which her grief b beautifully compared. 

The work passed through several editions. The latest 
I have seen is dated 1737. There are two copies in the 
British Museum. John Vincart died at Toumay, 1679. 
His name does not occur in the Bibliotheca Scriptorum 
Soc. Jes. by Alegambe, to which your Correspondent 
refers. Yours truly, 

A Bookworm. 



American Improvement op the English Lan- 
guage.— -The New York Heraldof 16th June, contains 
the following " Oo-a-'heatP* advertisement : — 

*' Litbrart — Wanted— A Gentleman fully com- 
petent to transform a small English pamphlet, so as to be 
fit for publication in America. Addr^, box 109, Broad- 
way Post-oflSce." 



Antique Gems. 



Sir, — In a very learned and instructive paper, by 
Mr. Thomas Wright, upon " Antiquarian Excavations 
and Researches in the Middle 
," v^ Aees," printed in the XXXth 

'H volume of the Archseologia, that 

' gentleman appears to me to 

have overlooked an important 
illustration of his subject, in a 
seal which is attached to a 
Charter dated the 17th of Ed- 
ward I., preserved in the British 
Museum. The centre is evi- 
dently the impression from a 
head of fine Roman workman- 
ship, while the mediaeval letters 
around it decide that the age of 
its setting must be about the 
period of the document to which 
It is affixed. 

I read what remains of the 
inscription — 




CRBDITE : SIG : SI : SIMO 

S 8PE1. 

Your obedient servant. 



Mr. Willis. 



J. R. 



Dr. Caleb Threlksld*s Hortus Siccus. 

Jane 18, 1852. 

Sir, — I will feel obliged if any of your Correspon- 
dents can inform me what became of Dr. Threlkeld*s 
" Hortus Siccus ;" also, whether any of his Correspon- 
dence has been published; as well as any other 
particulars relative to this individual, not given by Dr. 
Pultney in his " Biographical Sketches." 

Dr. Threlkeld resided in Dublin from 1713 to 1728, 
published his ** Synopsis Stirpium Hibemicarum** in 
1727, and died the following year. 

Mr. Willis. H. C. 



RlCHARDSON*S WoRKS. 

Sir, — Your " Unknown Correspondent," at least the 
writer who signs himself so in the June number of your 
" Current mtes," p. 4.9, asserts that the works of 
Richardson " are now almost waste paper upon a book- 
seller's shelf." Permit us against this observation to 
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place that of Sir Walter Scott, who says, " The power 
of Richardson's painting in his deeper scenes of Tragedy, 
has never been, and probably never will be, excelled.*' 

Yours, 
Mr. Willis. S. S. D. 



Dr Hums's Learned Societies of England. 

Blackburn, 24th June, 1852. 
Dear Sir, — I should be glad if you would notify in 
your " Current Notes," the appearance of Dr. Hume*s 
work on the "Learned Societies, &c. of the United 
Kingdom," when it is out. 

Yours, most truly, 
Mr. Willis. W. Harrison. 



Theodore Hook on Albums. 

Oh yes ! oh yes ! my signature I'm giving 
(It may well make all thinking people laogb) 

That those who do not care for me while living 
One jot — may, dead, possess my antograph. 

T. E. H. 



Automaton Chess Player,— This so-called Exhi- 
bition mentioned in your " Current Notes" for June, p. 
56, was the invention of Mr. de Kempelen, and was 
shewn a second time in London in 1 818, under the di- 
rection of Mr. Maelzel. 

Your namesake, the present Professor Willis of Cam- 
bridge, published a small work on the subject in 1821, 
which satisfactorily established that it was not the result 
of mechanism, but was wholly controlled by a concealed 
hiunan agent ; and a copy of the Professor^s volume, 
which was an anonymous one, has lately come into my 
possession, with the following manuscript note : — 

" At the time when this Analysis was made, Mr. Willis 
and his sister were my pupils ; I am therefore well informed 
respecting his proceeding. He visited the Automaton many 
times for the purpose of estimating the dimensions of the 
compartments within the chest behind which the figure was 
placed. He then caused to be made a similar chest, and 
copied the parts of the interior. His sister, who was full 
grown, entered the chest, and moved through the different 
compartments. In the prints Mr. W. has given the differ- 
ent positions of the figure by dotted outlines, and has proved 
the changes to be very easily made, and the spaces quite 
sufficient to contain any middle-sized person." 

Mr. Willis. Philidor, Jirs. 



Alchemists. 



Lincoln's Inn, July 5th. 

Sir,— Can any of your Correspondents inform me 

where I can find a complete list of works on Alchemy. 

I have a strange fondness for those old Alchemists and 

Rosicrucians and hunters after the philosopher's stone. 



with their crucibles, and retorts, metals, loadstones, and 
potent influences —strange retired beings who shut 
themselves up from the world to leam those arts by 
which they fondly hoped to wield its destiny, who became 
poor in solving the problem how to obtain unbounded 
wealth; who m dark rooms and subterranean vaults 
studied to read the Arcana of Nature's hidden Book; who 
in the midst of their follies and delusions, straining after 
impossibilities, are still entitled to our reverence for that 
application to speculative science which in happier times 
has formed a Davy or a Newton for the professed dis- 
coveries and real inventions which their misdirected 
studies served occasionally to unfold. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Customer and Ak Alchemist. 
Mr. Willis. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Mn. Foss, Surgeon, &c. Stockton-upon-Tees. June 30. 
6. W. hag had the pleature to forward to him ths commu- 
nieaiiotu received from hit American Corretpondenie re- 
epecting the Aztec City and Children^ vhich he hopes may 
prove acceptable. 

'* The Paradise of CoauxTTES." — Unable to devote 
any more tpace to thie eub;ect. 

T. R. B . thanked. G. W. has not seen the Mona Herald. 
The promised paper on the Mistletoe, cannot fail to be ac- 
ceptable to the readers of " Willis's Current Notes." But 
every line is an object, in having to deal with scores of 
communications in eight pages. 

W. H.'s note, stands over for the drawing to be engraved 
from. 

(Reform Club). — 6. W. cannot answer the question in 
I. P. S.'s note of 15th June. 

No space for extracts from the '* New Bedford Mercury" 
(U. S.) of 20th June, or those sent by Saphenio. 

Earl St. Vincent's Motto.— Thanked, but must 
stand over. 



litwunj ani ^riwitiftr (Dhitttiini. 

BucHNER, M. Andr6 (Professor), Chemist. Munich. 

Aged 69. 
BuRNOUF, M. Eugene (Professor), Sanscrit scholar; Secre- 
tary of the Academy of Inscriptions and Belles Lettres. 

Paris. 
Dennett, John, AnUquaiy. Carisbrooke Castle, 10th 

July. Aged 62. 
Pradier, Jacques, Sculptor. Paris, 5th June. Aged 56. * 
Smith» Rev. Theyre Townsend, M.A., Theology. 

Wymondham, Norfolk, 4th May. 
Smythe, Clement Taylor, Archaeologist. Maidstone, 30th 

June. Aged 60. 
Vint, Henzy (F.S.A.), ArchsBologist. St Mary's Lodge, 

Colchester. 
Worthinoton, Benjamin (Lieut., R.N.), Hydrography. 
Dover, 13th February. Aged 60^^_^ 
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*' I wUl make a prief of it in my Note-Book." — Shakspere. 



[August, 1852. 



NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

6. Willis gratefully acknowledges the varioos interest- 
ing documents and letters he has received. He is anxious 
that it should be perfectly understood that he is not the 
author of any statement, representation, or opinion, that 
may appear in his " Current Notes/' which are merely selec- 
tions from communications made to him in the course of 
his business, and which appear to him to merit attention. 
Every statement therefore is open to correction or discus- 
sion, and the writers of the several paragraphs should be 
considered as alone responsible for their assertions. Al- 
though many notes have hitherto appeared anonymously, 
or with initial letters, yet wherever a serious contradiction 
is involved, G. Willis trusts that his Correspondents will 
fed the nooessity of allowing him to make use of their 
names when properly required. 



Original Warrant for the Exscution of King 
Charles the 1st, addressed to Col. Francis 
Hacker and others. 

It is not very generally known that the original 
Warrant for the High Court appointed to try the King 
and under which he suffered, exists and is preserved in 
the House of Lords. As many idle rumours and mis- 
statements upon the sulgect have been in circulation the 
following facts, founded upon evidence, may be interest- 
ing: — 

On the 21st July, 1660, a message from the House 
of Commons was delivered in the House of Lords on 
sending up the Instrument for proclaiming the High 
Court of Justice for judging the late Kin^s Miyesty, 
wherein it is stated " As concerning the Warrant for the 
'* execution it was sent to Col. Hacker who is now a 
*• prisoner in the Tower/' On the same day an order was 
made that the Warrant •* be returned into the House 
" by nine of the clock next morning by the Lieutenant 
" of the Tower or his deputy." 

On the 24th July a Report was made from the Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower that he had " examined Col. Hacker, 
** who confesseth that he hath the Warrant in the order 
** mentioned, at his house in the country, and believes it 
** agrees with what is printed. His wife and family are 
** in town, so that he saith without sending his wife 
** down he knows not how further to give satisfaction." 
Hereupon it was ordered " that Col. Hacker do send his 
** wife mto the country to fetch the said Warrant, and 
♦* that the Gentleman Usher attending this House do 
*• send a man along with her for the purpose." 

The House was further informed that the Lieutenant 
of the Tower " said he asked Col. Hacker if he knew 
" the person that executed His late M^esty, and he 

YOL. II. 



" told him that he had heard it was a Mi^or, but he 
" does not know his name, but he will endeavour to find 
« it out.*' 

On Tuesday the 31st July the Lords' Journal has the 
following entsy : — 

** This day the lieutenant of the Tower sent in the 
" original Warrant for signing the murder of the late 
" King ; which he received from Colonel Hacker. The 
" House then adjourned into a Committee, during plea- 
" sure, to proceed further in the consideration of the 
'* Bill of Indemnity and Oblivion. 

** The House was resumed, 

*• And the Lord Robertes reported the names of those 
** that gave sentence upon the murder of the late King, 
** and those that signed the Warrant for his execution, 
'* which were read." — Lords' Journal, vol, xi. pp. 100 
-113. 

It is clear, therefore, that the original Warrant passed 
from Col. Hacker through the Lieutenant of the Tower 
to the House of Lords, in whose custody it has remained 
since the RestoratioOi 

S. E. G. 

Portland Castle. 

July 2l8t, 1852. 

This Castle was built by Henry Vlllth, after his re- 
turn from the Field of the Cloth of Gold ; we found it 
replete with local and historical associations, and ances- 
tral reminiscences of the family of its occupant. Captain 
Manning, whose loyalty typifies that of the Portlanders 
from the period of the Great Rebellion and the halcyon 
days of George III. to the present time. 

There is a Closet devote<l to Her present Majesty, 
fitted with regal splendour, though the most correct 
taste is exhibited throughout, quite in keeping with the 
other decorations and appointments ; and it is to be 
hoped our gracious Sovereign will one day honour it 
with her presence, that so much good feeling and taste 
may not be doomed " to waste its sweetness on the de- 
sert air," — though this can hardly be the case since, 
H. R. H. Prinfce Albert and the highest functionaries 
of State have frequently visited and admired this former 
abode of royalty. 

Captain Manning entertained us from his large store 
of historical information and general knowledge, and he 
mentioned some facts connected with the Geology of Port- 
land Island, which particularly deserved attention. 

Professor Buckland appears to have been a frequent 
and welcome visitor, and was first attracted to the Is- 
land by the discovery of a fossil Boar's Head, supposed 
to be of British origin, and now in Captain Manning's 
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It appears that in the year 1844, some human banes 
were discovered on the ledges of a fissure in a quarry 
belonging to Mr. Weston, at different depths from 25 
to 40 feet ; these fissures run parallel with each other 
throughout the Island from north-east to south-west, 
at stated distances varying from 45 to 60 feet, and the 
quarry men say that they always know ^hen they are 
coming near to them from the form the upper layers of 
loose stone and rubble assume, losing their longitudinal 
stratification, and bavins all the appearance of having 
been dragged out of their position ov a mighty rush of 
water from above into the fissure : these fissures do not 
extend to the surface soil by 5 or 10 feet, and run down 
to the blue clay through the several strata of stone, &c. 
to the depth of from 80 to 100 </eet, having many 
ledees or snelves in them, and generally covered with 
stalactical formations. On several of these ledges a 
number of bones of all kinds of animals were found, 
including those of the human species : these were pre- 
served and shewn by Captain Manning to the Pro- 
fessor on his next visit to the Castle; but the Doctor 
having doubts as to the place where they were found, 
accompanied Captain Manning to the fissure, where a 
lad was let down, and brought up more of the bones in 
his presence ; when pressed to give some explanation as 
to the manner of their deposit, he said he could only 
suppose they must have eot in longitudinally, but that 
the question was full of mfiiculty, and from his manner 
and silence on the subject it may be argued this fact 
was evidently opposed to all his preconceived notions on 
the subject. 

Professor Buckland stated as his opinion, that the 
mass of matter of which the Island of Portland is com- 
posed, on " drying' cracked, and so formed these fis- 
sures ; but how is it that these cracks did not extend up 
to th« surface soil, where the evaporation must have 
been greatest, and where there appears no trace of 
them ? The general appearance which exists of the 
various strata (widely differing in substance) having 
been deposited at remote periods from each other, tends 
to render this theory doubtful. 

Several teeth, and a tusk of an Elephant, primigenus^ 
have recently been discovered in the " dirt bed*' of the 
Portland quarries. 

EcCLBSIASTICAIi MURAL PAINTINGS. 

August I6th. 
Sir, — I do not agree with An Architect in his ob- 
servations concerning " Fresco paintings on the walls of 
Churches." (see " Current Notes,*' No. XIX. page 57.) 
I do not see where lies the cant, nor yet the quackery, 
neither do I see what religion has got to do with it, nor 
can I find that there is any call for such declamation 
at the present period, unless it be to provoke an answer, 
or to let the world know he is one of the " Righteous 
over much.'* He confesses that he is no Archeeoloffist; 
then why should he presume to denounce what Archee- 
ologists admire, and say it is all cant and quackery ? if 



he does not agree with them, let him liold his tongue, 
and not thrust his impertinence on the world. 

These Mural Paintings, I am quite willing to admit, 
are barbarous representations ; but their preservation, 
whether it be on the walls of our churches, or on the 
parchment vellums of our public libraries, whra ex- 
amined and carefiil comparisons made amongst those of 
similar design, often leads to the explanation of some 
ancient ceremony or superstition still extant— or per- 
haps the individual representation to that parti<nilar 
locality. But if all the Mediseval manuscripts in our 
public libraries were destroyed, according to the spirit 
in which your Correspondent views " Mural Paintings" 
and " Mediseval Art,'* it would be quite right ; never- 
theless, he takes the trouble to depict some of these 
f'otesque paintings in your •* Current Notes," for which 
heartily thank mm, and consider his deeds belie his 
words. 

Mr. Willis. An ARCHiSOLOGiST. 



Mural Painting in Churches. 

Sir, — Your last number of Notes cannot pass current 
without a demur to the absurd remarks of your Corres- 
pondent, " An Architect.** He has made so ignorant 
an onslaught on mediseval mural paintings, that it is 
evident he neither knows or feels their importance as 
materials for the history of art in general. That he 
does really know nothing about them, is evident from 
his calling them frescoes. Now they are but mural 
paintings m distemper colours, as all are that are found 
in England. He abuses his examples as disgusting 
and barbarous, but that applies to his cuts rather than 
the originals ; they are evidently loose copies, and do 
not preserve the character of mediaeval works. Among 
the series to which he refers is a figure, of which I 
enclose a sketch, remarkable for dignity and propriety 
of treatment, and very characteristic in its style. Has 
your correspondent ever looked into Ottley's " History 
of Art in Italy," and seen how important are the early 
frescoes there ? Would he whitewash the Campo Santo? 
or spare Giotto, Cimabue, or Fra Angelico ? If such is 
the taste of an ** Architect,'* X am glad to subscribe 
myself, 

Mr. Willis. An Arch^ologist. 

[G. W. regrets t as this commumeation was received at 
the moment of making up for press, that time does not 
permit his having the beauitful drawing, so full of true 
artistic feeling, which accompanied it, engraved, but he 
will forward it to his Correspondent, *' An Architbct/' 
and it will perhaps induce him to view mural paintings in 
a different light.] 

Hood on Albums. 
Acknowledgment to all that here may look, 

Behold — it shows I'm honest to the letter, 
I've wrote my name, dear Girl, within gour book. 
To prove 1 am eternally your Debtor. 

^<-> T. Hoop. 
digitized by LjOOgle 
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Bishop Booth. 

1 Ith August. 
The Episcopal throne in the choir of Exeter Cathedral 
was erected by Bishop Booth, who is erroneously said in 
some histories of that City, as well as in Westcote's 
Devonshire, io have been buried in the church of St. 
Gement-Danes, London. His 




MONUMENTAL BRASS 

exists in the Village Church of East Horsley in Surrey, 
and affords a good specimen of the workmanship of the 
fifteenth century. In the inscriptions beneath it is re- 
corded that he died on the 5th April, 1478. 

Dbtonensis. 

H. T. W.'s enquiry respecting the Westons of West 
Horsley in your last " Notes," reminds me of this cir- 
cumstance. 



The Westons op West Horslet. 

July 30th, 1852. 

Sir, — In answer to your Bengal correspondent's cn- 
miiry (Current Notes for July), I have to tell him 
tiiat the above family have never borne any other coat 
than that first placed in hb letter ; viz. ** sable — three 
leopards* heads erased, argent — crowned, or — ^langued 
gules" — with the same crest— (*'a wolf passant, argent 
— ducally gorged, or" J— that he has placed over the 
second coat, miich is tnat borne by a junior branch of 
the family, resident for a long period in the same 
county (Surrey), but which I believe to be now extinct. 

The reason of the introduction of a chevron, or any 
other ordinary into a paternal coat, was in the days he 
alludes to, to distinguish the different members of a 
family in the field of battle, and he is well informed as 
to its being a very common thing, as coat armour at 
that peri(3 was not essentially hereditary, and was 
chiefly adopted with any device, at the caprice of the 
bearer. Ordinaries have subsequently been used as marks 
of cadency. 

I am, Sir, yours obediently, 

Mr. Willis. S. J. T. 



Etymon, &c. op the word Mistletoe. 

Vicarage, Southwick, near Oundle, 
Aug. 4, 1852. 

Sir, — I have the pleasure of sending you the result 
of my researches on the etjrmology and mystical mean- 
ingof this parasitical plant. 

The Saxon is mis-tel-ta ; the signification of which 
cannot be ascertained in that language. 

By takine away the verbal part /a, we have the Ger- 
man, Danish and Swedbh mis-tel^ the mistletoe. 

The Gaelic name for this plant forms a singular link 
and clue to its real meaning : it is uile-ice, the mistle- 
toe, the all-heal, "lus sior uaine a tharuingeas a bhith 
phlannt eile,'* an eyer-green tree that draws its 
existence from another plant. It evidently refers us 
to the Saxon Se Heelend, the Healer, the Saviour of 
mankind. 

The Saxon mis»tel-ta is a compound of three San- 
scrit words, viz. Mas, Vishnu, (the Messiah) ; tal, a pit, 
imetaph. the womb) ; and iUy motion to or from : there- 
ore mistelta, comprises the whole of the time from the 
conception to the birth of our blessed Saviour; and 
seems to have been subsequently applied to him during 
his helpless infant state : of this, I think, I have a proof 
in a painting of the holy family in my possession, where 
the top of Jo6eph*s staJt is encircled with, I believe, the 
loranthus europeeus in blossom, the t^oc of the Greeks, 
and what seems to be explanatonr of the wrong trans- 
lation of ta into toe is, that Miiry holds one of the 
ereat toes of the infant gracefully between her fore- 
finger and thumb. Another proof is, if I mistake not, 
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in Ciiperi Harpocrates, where a peculiar amulet is des- 
cribed in the words of Kircher, thus : " Capsula est in 
forma cordis^ et fructum foliumque Perset© men- 
liens." I forbear to comment on the word cordis ; it is 
sufficient for my present purpose to notice, that under 
the feet of the infant Horus or the Messiah, labia digito 
prementem, is a plant resembling the mistelta. 

In a note, I have somewhere seen, it is said that the 
mistletoe (or as I would rather spell it mistelto\ was 
sacred to Venus : but from reading the death of Baldur 
the good, in Mallet's Northern Antiquities by Black- 
well, p. 44St V. 6, it does not appear to be the case ; for 
Friga, the wife of Odin, thinks the plant too insignifi- 
cant to be noticed, which would not probably have been 
the case had it been dedicated to her. Refer to the 
Edda Rythmica, Fiol-Svinns Mai, stanza 39, v. 6, and 
you will find that the Virgitt Eir might have been more 
properly selected, and probably answers to the promised 
woman who should become the envied mother of the 
Messiah : her name signifies .mht.% securitas, indul- 
gentia, gratia^ venia, ffox ; all which titles are appli- 
cable to him who should be born of fh-e pure virgin. 

The Ivy and Mistelto being ever-greens denote ever- 
lasting life through faith in the promised Messiah ; and 
its dependence on a tree for sustenance, &c. has its 
mystic meaning, and when found on the king of trees, 
the oak, would be considered as the most sacred of its 
kind, and would typify the dependence upon, and the 
imsearchable bond existing between God, the Father 
and the Word. 

Kissing under the mistelto has now lost its import ; 
its primary meaning is obvious : I believe the mOT 
the branch, Ezekiel viii. 17, refers to the mistelto, the 
viscum in Virgil, -^n. 6, v. 205 ; but the Hebrew 
signifies a branch not torn off, nor broken off, but cut 
from the tree. 

Tlie Druids who also worshipped Isis (" At Isidi tan- 
quam virgini Druidse statuam in intimis penetralibus 
colocasse animadvertit Elias Schedius.'' Alph. Tibet, p. 
56.) seem to have had a knowledge of the recondite 
meaning of this most sacrc<l plant. Consult Sir Thomas 
Browne s Vulgar Errors, Hone's Every-day Book, and 
Armstrong's Gael. Diet, uile-ice. 

I am, Sir, yoiur's very truly, 

T. R. Brown. 

P. S. I thank Mr. Rogers for noticing the Hebrew 
letter Thau; seep. 62 of last month's "Current Notes." 
It enables me to remark that T is a letter derived from 
the Chinese into the Egyptian hieroglyphs, and into our 
own language, and signifies perfectiouy Gody and is an 
emblem of God the Father. The Coptic [T] God, is the 
figure of the cross, on which his Son was crucified. 

Q. S. T. p. 60 of the same No. has given us an idea 
which leads to the occult meaning of the word cweorn^ 
viz. that it is associated with churn. A few days since 
I saw the operation of a quern in a grocer's shop. The 
receiver resembled the upper part of an e^-cup, and 
the grinder a pestle, with which some conee was, by 



friction, instantly ground for my approval. If Q. S. T. 
is desirous of knowing more on the subject, I shall be 
gla<l to inform him if he will write a line and give me 



his direction. 
Mr. Willis, 



T. R. Brown. 



The Cross or Monogram of Christ. 



The annexed figiire is the representation of the 
primitive cross, as discovered in the Catacombs, en- 
graved or painted by the first Chris- 
tians. The X. P. express X€tp Pworow 
^f f— ^ i^^r JRustou), ''The hand of the 
^L j^r deliverer or Redeemer^ The 
« ^ ^ ^P Christ. But the same figure, through 
T^/ ^^; * ^^^" ^^^ hieroglyphic reawling, in- 
^^ A^^ dicates the human hand, as P " pollex" 
t ^ the thumb, X. the four digits or 

fingers^ and the palm branches 
denote the palm of the hand. This is an intellectual 
contrast to the blood red impression of the natural hand 
of the ancient Mexicans, and to the more modem sub- 
stitution of the wooden cross of crucifixion and death, 
and of human degradation, as the legal instrument of 
executions, to which Christ nailed the law. This figure 
of the spiritual cross indicating the cross of redemption 
and life through the intellect and hand of man. 

When fishes are substituted for the palm branches it 
indicates " The hand of the Redeemer, Jesus Christ — 
the Sacrifice," as " le-sous Christos ; Thusia.*'— abbre- 
viated " IC— thus." 

Human Progress. 

The senses, the faculties, and the physical powers, as 
synonymous with hundreds, tens and units, progres- 
sively ascend through their respective valuations from 
4 to 6 and to 8. Tnerefore in combination of the phy- 
sical, moral and intellectual systems, they advance, vori 
passu, from 444, the number of the Beast (biest 
strength), to 666, the number of Man, and to 888, 
which latter numbers corresjpond with the letters " le- 
sous"' in the Greek alphabetic numeration, as also the 
numbers 444 with the letters p i u s, 

Saphenio. 

Jane, 1852. 



Mystical Meaning op the Hebrew Letter Taw. 

9tli Angust, 1852. 
Sir,— With reference to two articles which have 
appeared among your "Current Notes" for the last 
month, p. 59 and p. 62, you ¥rill oblige me by expressing 
to your Correspondents, the Rev. T. R. Brown, and 
Mr. G. G. Rogers Refers (the latter of whom, I think, 
I recognize as an old College friend), my sincere thanks 
for their communications. I can now perfectly compre- 
hend the import of the gem which I picked up while 
travelling in the East, and which is evidently a work of 
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early Christian art. The I above the Taw 
(n) denoting the initial of the Saviour, 
* the cross beneath his sufferings. 

Of Paradin*s little book I have since 
seen a copy, which wants the title pace, 
and has thb manuscript notation in its 
place, " Trks ram et toujour incomplet'" 



Mr. Willis. 



F. W. W. 



The Edoracon of the Athenjeum. 

Regent's Park, July 31st, 1852. 

Sir,— The statement made so positively by the 
Athena^tm has, I perceive, attracted the notice of the 
York Herald^ the editor of which confirms what must 
be known to every antiquary, that Mr. Wright was 
quite correct, and that no book called Ebora^on was 
ever printed. I think it can be proved that the fact 
was lately well known to the Athenaunty and as the 
matter belongs to the " curiosities of literature,'' I may 
be allowed to give my reasons for believing that the 
writer must have forgotten the opinion he himself gave 
or sanctioned respectmg Ehitracum. When the Arcnee- 
ological Institute met at York, the book in question 
was publicly given to the body by Mr. Way, who was 
then acting with Mr. Peter Cunningham as Secretary, 
or at all events the latter gentleman was on the Com- 
mittee under the auspices of which the following was 
printed (p. xvii. of Proceedings of the General Com- 
mittee at York) : — " Albert Way, Esq. then rose, and 
having alluded to the excellent manner in which the 
history of this city has been described in the days of the 
Romans, by the Rev. C. Wellbeloved [he hardly meant 
that Mr. W. lived in the time of the Romans !] and the 
regret which the Society must feel at his unavoidable 
absence from their nrocecdings, presented a copy of the 
work EBURACUNI written by that j?entleman as a 
donation to the library of the Institute." Now, Sir, no 
one acquainted with the literature of the present day in 
England can be ignorant that Mr. Peter Cunningham 
is one of the main props of the AtheruBum and that the 
Aihenaum mas the main prop of the Institute, there- 
fore how could either the one or the other, or both, 
affect not to know the above work ? Eburacum was not 
privately printed as the reviewer states Eboracon was. 
I am Sir, yours obediently, 

Mr. Willis. L. F. G. 

Scarborough, August 2nd, 1852. 

Sir, — ^Will you satisfy me and a friend if there really 
be such a book as WeIlbeloved*s * Eboracon,' as asserted 
so positively by the Athenseum of July 17th. We doubt 
it, because that Journal in matters of antiquity has 
made some most singular blunders, and yet this would 
be such a damning conviction of ignorance, pure and 
unadulterated, that we think there possibly may be 
such a book as the editor of the Atheneeimi so posi- 
tively asserts. Can you get us a copy ? 

Mr. Willis. George Riyers. 



American Imagery and Eloquence. 
(Abridged from the Lowell Courier,) 

" Ralph Waldo Emerson's ideas will live for ever," 
said an American orator— " while Webster's ideas will 
die with him. Emerson's ideas have force, have power, 
but not so with Webster's." " That's a lie," said "Mat," 
" and you know it. If one of Daniel Webster* s big 
thoughts got into Ralph Waldo Emerson^s head^ it 
mould split it oven like a pitcher with ioe in it t Now 
get off the bencn, for you can't say anything more in 
this shop against * Old Dan.' '* 



American Go-a-Headisk. 

New York, 109, Broadway, Post Office. 

Mr. Willis,—- You have admitted into your ♦♦ Cur- 
rent Notes" for July, 1852 (p. 63), an' insinuation 
respecting the " American improvement of the English 
language^^ which demands a reply. 

In the first place, Sir, I know you have received the 
inclosed cutting from the Boston Transcript, of 30th 
June last : — 

"The American Language. — An Englishman, pe- 
rusing an American newspaper, exclaimed impatiently, on 
noticing some of Webster's orthographical improvements, 
— ' These people ought to be denied the ose of the English 
language, if they cannot treat it better.' * English language?' 
echoed a Yankee, without removing the cigar from between 
his teeth, < guess you'er mistaken, boss ; it 's the American 
language.' ' American V repeated the wondering English- 
man. * Guess it 's that,' said Jonathan, coolly, ' we've 
annexed it.'— /rar(/or<2 Times.** 

Now, if you have such historians as Lord Mahon — 
and patronize him — do so by all means. 

And if you like Dickens, and his style of language, 
keep it to yourselves. Sitting in a Church, he says, 
reminds him of " a mild dose of opium." And with an 
equally pious feeling, and correct taste, he is reminded 
that the ordinary mode of washing a petticoat in Italy, 
France, Scotland, or Ireland, by beating with a wooden 
mallet, is as if the poor washerwomen revenged them- 
selves on dress in general for being connected with the 
fall of mankind. Asain, Dickens, whose pages smell 
strongly of theatrical lamp and tramp, assimflates the 
Swiss guards of the Pope, to ** theatrical supernume- 
raries, who never can get off the stage fast enough, 
and who may be generally obsen^ed to linger in tne 
enemy's camp after the open country, held by the op^ 
site forces, has been split up the middle by a convutston 
of nature." 

Lord Mahon's style of writing the English language, 
however deficient his Lordship's knowledge or his reaul- 
ing may be, is certainly superior to this slang. His 
Lordship is a GenUeman, Mr. Dickens a Snob. And 
if you English have a snobbish taste, and like to have 
a snobbish style, and patronize it, take it; but keep 
it from us by aU means. We, on Uie other side of the 
Oigitized by ^ ^^ ^^ »^..^ 
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Atlantic, want to have English "transformed,*' or 
rather restored ** so as to he fit for puhlication in 
America." 
For " Willis's Current Notes.- 



Lord Mahon*s Histort of Englakd. 

Canterhory, 11th Angut, 1852. 

Sir,— I understand that our American friends are 
very wrath with our historian for the manner in which 
he has descanted on American affairs in his History, and 
have puhlished a critical pamplilet thereupon. Can you 
tell me where it b to he obtained ? 

Mr. Willis. J. S. 

[G. W. has not tMH a copy, although iweral copies are 
in private circulation^ and it is Lord Mahon*s intention 
to- publish a reply,] 

Architectural Slaxq. 

9tb August 

Mr. Willis, — If your Correspondent " An Archi- 
tect,*' with whose sensible remarks in the last Number 
to "Current Notes,*' 1 entirely agree respecting the 
removal of offensive paintings nrom the walls of 
Protestant churches, and you too have done good ser- 
vice to Christianity by exposing cant and hypocrisy, 
would inform me how we are to eet rid of another piece 
of Archeeological Slang, he would do a great &vour to 
many by whom I have been consulted m the matter, 
namely, what makes the diff*erence between the Saxon 
and the Norman pieces of Architecture ? And what is 
it that people call Gothic ? and Tudor ? and so on. 

Let us take an example. I am told that the Saxon 
arch is semi-circular. 




Well, these arches are so ; and yet this doorway is 



called Norman. Again, I am told that the Gothic Arch 
is formed by two Saxon arches intersecting each other, 
or two semi-circles cutting through each other at an 
equal space from the base of each. This is all dear 
enough. But when I see square, round and oval cutting 
one against the other, how am I to understand the 
matter, or what am I to say to the Architect who has 
come down to alter our Church, who speaks of unifor- 
mity of style and the mezzo-Gothic aberrations of 
angles? 

The Senior Church Warden. 



Walks atter Wild Flowers. 

Alas ! for fame, Mr. Willis. Alas ! for all the nice 
books on Botany that I get from you. Alas ! for your 
Ornamental Flower Garden and Shrubbery, and for 
your new Medical and Scientific Herbal. Think of my 
reading in your last ** Price Current of literature," re- 
ceived this very morning, (28th Juljr) "Richard's (R. D.) 
Walks after Wild Flowers, or the Botany of the Bohe- 
reens.** So having rather an extensive acquaintance 
with Botanists and Botanical writers, I began to wonder 
who Mr. Richard could be, and at last I found that he 
must be an ex-Mayor of Cork, named Dowden, and 
who distinguished lumself in the absence of the present 
Mayor when the American Minister (the Hon. Abbot 
Lawrence) visited ^* the beautiful City,'' by an excellent 
speech. 

The Dowden family beine rather numerous in Cork, 
the Author of the Botany of the Bohereens, placed the 
Christian name of his father Richard after his surname, 
and so became the Richard Dowden Richard, celebrated 
by Crowe, Maginn and others in Blackwood's Magazine 
about the years 1820 and 21. And I think in your 
« Current Notes," Mr. Willis, No. III. for March, 1851 
p» 22, 1 recognize from the pen of Alderman Dowden, 
an Anecdote of "the Doctor.** — ^The 

'* (Hcero Dowden, who spouts by the boor, 
Of all the tongue-waggers the pink and the flower. 
And Jennings the bold, who has challenged so long 
All the Nation for brisk soda water and song." 

Blackwood^ s Magazine, August 1821, p. 102. 



Popular Rhymes. 

Sir, — Your correspondent B. N. seems to be in error 
in commenting in last month*s ** Notes,*' (p. 61.) on 
the motto of a Yorkshire token, 

<< Strike light 
Weigh right." 

He says, " the first line seems somewhat obscure, but I 
suppose it to be a technical phrase used by bakers in 
drawing their loaves.*' The word * strike* is still in use 
in Wales, and probably in many parts of England, to 
denote a measure, of corn, for mstance, it being a 
Digitized by ^^ ^^ ^^ rS"^ 
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common custom to stMe the measure with a rod to 
make the top even when filled. The meaning therefore 
is "measure justly, weigh correctly." 

If you think this trSle of any importance, you can 
insert it in your next. 

From your obedient servant, 

H. L R. 



Notes on your Notbs, Mb. G. W. 

• Mr. Willis,— p. 61, (July 1852), " The Rhyme," on 
Will Wakelin's Token cannot be well understood with- 
out hearine the vernacular pronunciation of the town^s 
name, as it is shortened a syllable "Uchetob,** the 
accent on the first syllable, and the final e very indis- 
tinct ; the rhyme, however, is even then a poor one. 

I. B. 



Automaton Ghiss Platbr. 

Sir, — In Natural Made, by Sir D. Brewster, pub- 
lished in the Family Lwranfy there is a long account 
of the Automaton, with eleven woodcuts shewing the 
position of the person concealed, pages 269—28?, fig. 
66—76. 

I remain yours most truly, 

Mr. Willis. Jambs Bladon. 



Augiut 10th. 

Sir, — ^You are entirely in error in what you have 
stated about your namesake*s pamphlet on the subject 
of the Automaton Ghess Player— this I can a.ssure you 
of, and I should like to know who could possibly have 
made such a strange communication to you. 

Mr. Willis. S. T. A. 

G, W. thinks that he can readily eatiefy hit Correspon- 
dent that he and not G, W. is bntiaklt in error. 



Enquiry. 

Edward Street, Aogost 1, 1852. 

Sir, — Gan any of your readers kindly inform me 
who was the autnor of " A Narrative of Political and 
Military Transactions of British India?'* excuse the 
trouble. 

Yours truly, 

A. F. P. K. 

G. W. has heard the Authorship attributed to a gentle- 
man now menially deceased, Jfso^ the enquiry isapait^ 



Atlas of Epochs. 



EiUnburgh, 9th August, 1852. 

The Atlas "T. W." is in search of is " Quin*s His- 
torical Atlas,'* published about 1835. 
Mr. Willis. T. B. J. 



Atlas of Epochs. 

Coventry, July 30, 1852. 

Sir,— In reply to your correspondent T. W.'s en- 
quiry respecting an " Atlas of Epochs'* (in your Current 
Notes for this Month), I beg to inform him that he will 
find the most satisfactory information in the following 
work, '*The Historical Atlas by Edward Quin, Esq. 
M.A., of Oxford and Lincoln*s Inn.*' It contains 21 
highly finished coloured maps, with letter-press illustra- 
tions. As sug^ted, they are all upon the same scale, 
and point out m succession from the Creation to the 
present time, the progress of geo^aphical discovery, the 
rise and fall of states and empires, and the political 
changes through which they have passed. It forms a 
well condensed epitome of history, the value of which to 
a student can hardly be over-estimated. The last edi- 
tion (the 4th) is the largest and most complete, It is 
published in imperial 4to. price £3. 10s. half bound. 
I am, Sir, yours truly, 

Mr. Willis. H. 0. 



Enorayrd Portrait. 

Mr. Willis, — There is an engraving occasionally to 
be met with of a lady, three-quarter Tcneth, standing 
beside a foimtain. Gan any of your contributors tell me 
where this engraving is to be obtained, and from whose 
paintine it is a copy? I should be further pleased to 
know v^o it is a portrait of, and if the original painting 
is in existence. Any information on these pomts will 
oblige yours truly, 

Ratharm H. Gristner. 

Starcourty July 20th, 1852. 



Nbw Edition of Shakespeare ! ! 

Cambridge, 6th July. 

Sir, — The paragraph in the last number of your 
Monthly Current Notes (No. XIX.) respecting Mr. 
Halliweirs projected edition of ShaJcespeare has created 
much attention amongst Shakespearean Students, and if 
carried out in the spirit in which it is designed, as I 
presume Mr. H. intends to give everything of any value 
culled from the long and very tedious list of Shake- 
speariana^ besides his own Collections, the work, espe- 
cially with Mr. Fairholt*s illustrations, must form the 
most noble tribute to the Poet*s memory which has ever 
been produced. 

Allow me, however, to ask through your columns 
the name of the unique tract which cost Mr. H. up- 
wards of £60., and which appears oddly enough, to 
have escaped the research of Mr. J. P. Collier, the 
learned V. P. of the Society of Antiquaries ? I think 
Mr. Halliwell should have given us this information in 
his prospectus. 

Mr. Willis. G. R. K. 



Oigitized by 
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HOLOqiUFH AND AUTOGBAPH. 

August 2nd, 1852. 

Sir, — I am rather sorry that " Johnson by Todd," 
(see Current Notes for last month, p. 58) did not con- 
tinue his explanation of the two words " Holograph" and 
" Autograph,** making his stop at the former ; for the 
latter derived from the Latin signifies " Writing, entirely 
in one hand.** Now, where is the difference between 
the two words ? 

A manuscript page of an author's work is Holograph 
as well as Autograph, without any necessity for a sig- 
nature ; the former word, however, being very pedantic. 

According to his version, the various interestmg sales 
of Messrs. Puttick, Sotheby, and others, should be 
called, " Sales of Holograph Letters,*' most of the lots 
being entirely written and signed by celebrated cha- 
racters. 

Like vour querist, the "Young country collector of 
MS.** (see C. N. for June last, p. 55), I also much 



wish rightly to understand it. 
Mr. Willis. 



Yours truly. 



E. 



Lettres Cherakeesiennes. 

Edinb. 14th July, 1852. 

Sir, — I will be glad if any of your correspondents 
can iniform me who was the author of " Lettres Chera- 
keesiennes," par Rufus, un Sauvage Europ6en, Rome 
1760. 

I have been informed that these "Lettres" were 
written by Voltaire, but do not find them mentioned in 
any list of his works. 

Yours respectfully, 

Mr. Willis. B. G. 



Hone's History of Parody. 

Liverpool, 3rd August, 1852. 
Sir, — I find advertisements issued by Hone at the 
back of some of his political pamphlets, announcing a 
History of Parody, compiled by himself. Was such a 
work ever executed ? 

Your obedient ser\'ant, 
Mr. Willis. M. L. 



The Veterans of the Royal and Antiquarian 
Societies. 

In the Royal, there are five Fellows alive, who were 
admitted pre\'ious to the commencement of the present 
Century. Rogers, the Poet, is one of these five F.R.S.'s. 
In the Antiquaries there arc no less than seven old 
boys alive this day (5th August, 1852), and Rogers is 
also one of these, and the second in recorded seniority. 

Yours, Mr. Willis, 

F. R. ASS. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

C. E. oommunication on Earl St Vincent's Motto, Mr. 
Crofton Ctoker's on Daniel O'Rourke, *' K*b*' on Franks 
and Franking, and '* Walker, Jan." in type, bat must 
stand over. R. B. New York, 7th August, received, re- 
gret his accident. Mr. Squier will return by steamer of the 
25th, and will certainly take news up to 2l8t. L. B. in- 
troduced yesterday. The artist out of town. 

XMmi DBi Irantiftt dliliitnoni. 

BuBDAKiN, James. Rev. M.A. Hebrew Scholar. (Cam- 

bridge Examiner). Elmsett, Suffolk.* 20th Jane. 
CLA.RKB, Mary Ann, Mrs. Novelist, Political Pamphle- 

terer and Courtezan. (In 1813 this woman was tried 

for libel before Lord EUenborough, who not hearing 

her answer repeated the question, '* Under whose pro- 

tection are you now living, madam ?'' *' I had hoped 

under Lord EUenborough's." was the memorable reply. 

Nine months' imprisonment followed this piece of witty 

wicked impertinence to the Bench.) Boulogne. 2 1st 

June. Aged 74. 
CuLLiMOBE, Isaac, M.R.S.L. Egyptian and Assyrian 

Antiquary. Clapham. 12th April. Aged 61. 
D'Obsat, Alfred (Count), Artist. Rue Ville -rEvdque, 

Paris. 4th August. Aged 53. 
Feuchbrbs. Sculptor. Paris. 7th June. 
Granger, Thomas Colpitts, Legal writer, (M.P. for 

Durham, Q. C. and Recorder of Hull). York. 5th 

August. Aged 58. 
Harris, Miss. Authoress of " From Oxford to Rome." 

24th June. Query Mrs. ? 
HissiNOBR, Wilhelm. Geologist, (48 years Member of 

the Academy of Sciences, Stockholm, and several 

times its President. The Patron of Berzelius). Aged 

86. 
JoHANNOT, Tony. Artist. Paris. 4th August. Aged 

49. 
LA.NOSDORFF, George Frederick (Baron de). Botanist and 

Traveller. Friburg, Grand Duchy of Baden. Aged 

78. 
Lennie, William. Works on Education. Edinburgh. 

20ih July. Aged 73. 
Manson, William. (Firm of Messrs. Christie and Manson, 

Auctioneers of Pictures, &c. King Street, St. James's.) 

No. 5, Portugal Street, Grosvenor Square. 19th June. 

Aged 46. 
Rampold, Doctor. Anatomist. Eslingen, Bavaria. 

MuROEREO 29th July. 
Savage, James. Architect and Engineer. (Designer of 

ist. Lake's Church, Chelsea, where his remains were 

interred on the I2th May.) 7th May. Aged 74. 
ScROPE, William. Works on Deer Stalking and Salmon 

Fishing. 13, Belgrave Square. 2 1st July. Aged 81. 
Thomson, Thomas, M.D. F.R.S. Science. (Regius 

Professor of Chemistry in the University of Glasgow, 

and President of the Glasgow Philosophical Society ) 

Kilmun, Argyleshire. 2nd August. Aged 80. 
Vincent, John Painter. Surgeon of St. Bartholomew's 

Hospital. Woodlands Manor, Wortham, Kent. 

17th July. Aged 75. 
WoLFSBERo, Niels. Journalist. (Chief Keeper of the 

Archives of Norway). Aged 67* 
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" I will make a prief of it in my Note- Book.'' — Shakspbkb. 



[Septembek, 1852. 



NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

6. Willis gratefully acknowledges the yarions interest- 
ing documents and letters he has received. He is anxious 
that it should be perfectly understood that he is not the 
author of any statement, representation, or opinion, that 
may appear in his " Current Notes," which are merely selec- 
tions from communications made to him in the course of 
his business, and which appear to him to merit attention. 
Every statement therefore is open to correction or discus- 
sion, and the writers of the several paragraphs should be 
considered as alone responsible for their assertions. Al- 
though many notetf have hitherto appeared anonymously, 
or with initial letters, yet wherever a serious contradiction 
is involved, G. Willis trusts that his Correspondents will 
feel the necessity of allowing him to make use of their 
names when properly required. 



Motto of the Eabl St. Vincent. 

Dear Sir, — I have no motive in sending you the 
seal and motto chosen by Earl St. Vincent, and the ex- 
planation thereof, beyond that of presuming you would 
feel interested in the subject as a matter of general in- 
formation. I have neither a desire nor an objection to 
the subject, in any shape you please, appearing in the 
" Current Notes." 

" Thus," in nautical phrase, is understood to signify 
straight forward, or right a head, and the orders given 
to the steersman when he must not deviate from the 
point, but procee<l straight forward, thus. Lord St. 
Vincent was celebrated for his straightforward conduct; 
upon all occasions he spoke his sentiments freely, and 
won all hearts by the plain manly straightforward 
dealing both with officers and men under his command. 
The motto, therefore, chosen for him by his sister, when 
the Admiral was raised to the Peerage, was deemed 
appropriate, and after the general fashion of mottos, had 
a double meaning. In the Peerage a fanciful derivation 
is given, attempting to prove that the word thus stands for 
frankincense, and frankincense for religion. Depend upon 
it, however, that I have given you the true history, as 
related to me by the lady who inherits his Lordship*s 
name, and on whom are entailed the estate at Ches- 
hunt, granted, I think, by Parliament to the Earl St. 
Vincent ; of that I am not quite sure, but as to the 
origin of the motto and its significance, you may Tely 
on this statement of your obli^, Sec, C. £. 

P.S. The term Thus, in naval phraseology, is that 
when a ship is sailing on the wind or close to the wind. 
The Quartermaster \vho stands up on the weather side 
of the quarter deck, calls out to the helmsman when he 
has brought the ship as close to the wind as is possible 

TOL. !!• 



without throwing her ia-back (which is a very awkward 
predicament to be placed in, and gives a vast deal of 
trouble) " Very well Thus,*" or in other words no higher. 
The word " Dice" is of late years more commonly umxI, 
but I think the old term best. C. A., R.N. 

Dear Sir, —The above more clearly explains the 
motto " Thus," in reference to which I troubled you 
with a letter yesterday. 

C. E. 



Daniel 0*Rourki. 



Sir,— As I perceive from your Current Notes that 
there is some discussion going on respecting the story 
of Daniel O'Rourke, with which my name has been 
mixed up, I will confide to you all that I know re- 
specting the origin of that popular story. 

The primitive idea, which makes children cry for the 
moon, IS the foundation of it— at least of its principal 
incident, the flight on the eagle. In all times, people 
have longed after what Milton calls 

** Imagined lands and regions in the moon/' 

and it was only natural that poets should seize upon the 
fancy of flying to that island in the sky. Indeed the late 
Mr. Moore told me, that Daniel 0*Rourke, odd as it 
may seem, suggested to him the idea of those beautiful 
words 

" Oh I had we some bright little Isle of our own/' 

which he has in the fifth Number of his Irish Melodie 
adapted to the air of Shcela na Guira. Bishop Wilkin 
seriously estimated the probabilities of getting to the 
moon ; but balloons have proved what mathematicians 
had before calculated, that the project of the learned 
bishop is but a dream, and flt only for the poets. 

Talcs of flights to the moon exist in the Sanscrit, 
which appears to be the original language of fable ; and 
from thence this conceit nas spread throughout the 
literature of the East and of Greece. In the popular 
legends of all countries where large birds abound, flights 
upon eagle-back are common, and seem to have given 
rise to the more classical fancy of winged horses, and 
therefore Daniel 0*Rourke was no misnomer for the 
recent winner of the Derby. 

To modern Europe, the idea of soaring to the moon, 
was, I believe, introduced by Ariosto in his whimsical 
account of Astolpho*s Journey in quest of the brains of 
Orlando. That a very intimate acquaintance with both 
the literature and music of Italy was cultivated, from the 
beginning to nearly the close of the last century, in 
Ireland is sufficiently proved by the Memoirs of Lord 
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Charlemont, the works of Mr. Cooper Walker, Sec. and 
it may not be saying too much to add, that the Italian 
language was at that period more familiarly known, and 
consequently the works of Italian writers were more the 
sul»jcct of ordinary conversation among a certain circle 
in Dublin, than they ever have been among any corres- 
ponding circle in London. 

When this is kept in mind^ Daniel CRourke, who on 
his eagle sits 

" 88 stiff 

As Sir Astolpho on his hippogriff," 
appears to be only a free and jocular Irish parody 
on Ariosto. 

My friend, Mr. Prior, in the second edition of his 
Life of Burke, has attributed — I know not on what 
authority — the invention of Daniel O'Rourke to a Mr. 
Doyle, a surgeon, who moved in the very pleasant and 
intellectual society of Dublin, about a century since. 
Whether he was the author or not can now only be 
matter of conjecture ; but there is a traditionary story 
of his introduction to Quin, who had expressed a wish to 
see a specimen of an Irish peasant, which supports 
Mr. Prior's assertion. 

Doyle, dressed in the proper costume of the character 
he had to personate, was brought before a merry party, 
where Quin in the full tide of humour reignod para- 
mount, according to his custom. The mock rustic acted 
his part with bca)ming awkwardness ; but bandied jest 
for jest with " the huge leviathan." 

" You're a droll fellow, my man,'' at last said Quin ; 
" you remind mc of a story I once heard ;" and Quin 
told it accordingly to the delight of the company. 

" Well then,"' said Doyle, " your honour reminds me 
of another ; and — " How the connexion was brought 
about is not related ; but Doyle told the story of Daniel 
O'Rourke, which was received with shouts of laughter ; 
and it is needless to say the deception was not earned on 
much longer. 

Whatever the source of the story may have been, it 
became orally very popular, and was a particular fiivour- 
ite in the South of Ireland. I have been told that it was 
printed in a miscellany published somewhere in Scotland 
about 1790, but I never saw it in print before my 
version. 

One of your Correspondents, A. (March, Notes, p. 18), 
states that it may be found in Dr. Anderson's <*Bee," 
for January 1794., p. 338. Another, W. B. (June, Notes 
p. 55) in the ** Dundee Repository." And I have no 
doubt of the accuracy of both these statements. In 
1820 it certainly did appear in the most popular of all 
Scotch miscellanies — Blackwood's Magazine— agreeably 
versified by the late Mr. $amuel Gosnell of CSrk, and 
not improbably touched up ^y the late Doctor Maginn ; 
but, as usual with poems in ottava rima, considerably 
dilated by humourous and sometimes highly poetical 
digressions. 

I remain. Sir, your humble servant, 
T. Cropton Croker. 
3, Gloucester Road, Old Brompton. 
Mr. Willis. 



Franks and Franking. 

August 3, 1852. 

Sir, — With reference to " A Modem Collector" and 
his enquiry respecting franks and franking in your May 
number, page 38, 1 nave been hoping to find some 
notice taken oy one at least of the very numerous col- 
lectors there are of such, some of whom, doubtless, have 
gathered information as to origin, Sec. 

As I could never see the interest in forming such a 
collection, I have contented myself by keeping in one 
volume those of really eminent characters, or possessing 
interest from their antiquity. 

IVacing them back as far as I can, I come to the fac- 
simile of Sir Isaac Newton's thirteen interesting letters 
to John Covell, D.D. rescued from oblirion by Mr. 
Dawson Turner, a copy of which he kindly sent me, 
these bear date Feb. 3, 1688, at that period with a 
frank, no date was used, being simply, 

For the 

Rev. Dr. John Covell, 
Vicechancelloar of the 
University of 

Cambridge. 
Frank 
Is. Newton. 

I perceive no material alteration until one of Sir 
Armine Wodehouse, 1745, 

Mr. Johosh. Postle, 

an Attorney-at-Law, 
in St. Paul's 

Norwich, 
by way of Yarmouth. 
Free 
A. Wodehouse. 

In 1780 a similar form is used, and I also observe about 
this period that it was only necessary for the person 
privileged to sign his name with " Free" at the corner, 
the direction being often written by another. About 
1787 the dating with name of place commenced and 
so continued until it ceased January 9, 1840. 

The privilege seems to have been greatly abused (when 
unlimited I believe) for I perceive m an old newspaper 
of 1795 the following question is asked in the House of 
Commons, "If a Member of Parliament accepts a 
" salary of £300. per annum for franking the letters of 
" a banking house, is not that selling his freedom ?" I 
wish some of your Correspondents could give me some 
information respecting the firanks in Ireland prior to the 
Union. 

Yours faithfully, 

Mr. George Willis. " K." 



Holograph and Autograph. 

July 30, 1852. 

Sir, — I cannot altogether agree with the two last 
explanations of " Johnson by Todd's" reply, and must 
beg to differ as to a letter only signed, being an auto- 
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graph letter : as there can be but little doubt that it is 
the Holograph or Autograph of two persons, the writer 
of the letter and the party signing. 

To explain myself more clearly, let me ask, is it 
wrong to call a letter written entirely by our Queen, and 
signetl by her, an autograph ? 

I should much like to have seen 6. W. C.'s commu- 
nication, which you have not inserted, it might have 
thrown additional light upon a subject I have often heard 
discussed, and always ending in the two words being 
considered synonymous. 

Yours, 
To Mr. Willis, Walker, Jun. 

fin compKanee with thii wish, G. W, t^pentU G. W, C.'« 
commtmtca^ton.) 



MaDchester^ July 5th, 1852. 
Sir,— The " Young Country Collector of MSS." is 
informed that " Holograph** means a deed executed, or 
written wholly by the grantor's own hand. It is de- 
rived from the two Greek words— iJXof whole, and ypa^<a 
to write. 

I am. Sir, yours, &c. 
Mr. Willis. G. W. C. 



d< 



Autograph, Apograph, and Holograph. 

August 27, 1852. 
Sir, — Your Correspondent E. (Current Notes, Au- 
ust, p. 72) is incorrect in stating that Autograph is 
derivwl from the Latin^ and signifies " Writing entirely 
in one hand.*' It is derived from the two Greek words 
avTOQ and ypa^w, and means, the signature, or original 
writing of a pef son (in contra<listinction to " Apograph, 
a copy.**) There is an evident difference between the 
two terms. In using the word Autograph there is a 
vagueness, an uncertainty ; I do not necessarily express 
whether the deed is partially or wholly in the writer's 
own hand. In employing the word Holograph there 
can be no doubt on the subject. Hence it is a term 
made use of in Scottish law. 

Yours, &c. 
Mr. Willis. Johnson by Todd. 



Signature Collectors. 

Great Russell Street, Aug. 27. 

Sir, —With some degree of interest have I read the 
letters which appeared m your entertaining publication 
u[K)n the words ** Holograph and Autograph.'' 

The " Young Country Collector of MSS.'* has given 
the fraternity of " Autograph Collectors'' a bone to pick 
with respect to their hobby, for the words have the 
same signification, and " Johnson by Todd** was hasty 
with his conclusions. 

My object in now writing is simply to put this ques- 
tion : is not a Collector of MS. the real Autograph or 
Holograph Collector ? the other is a mere Collector of 
SignatureSy and by that name ought to be calle<l. 



It were far better to call any thing by an intelligible 
name, but sound, I suppose, is a species of fashion, and 
Autograph is more learned and grand than Signature, 
hence its adoption. 

Your obedient Servant, 

Mr. Willis. A. 



Author op a Narratite of Political and Mili- 
tary Transactions of British India. 

August 27th, 1852. 
Sir, — With respect to A. F. P. K.*s question, (Cur- 
rent Notes for this month, p. 71), I have a portrait in 
the Crowquill style, dated 1838, which I have long been 
puzzled to make out ; it has a facsimile thus : 




and author of that work underneath : if you can let 
me know, I should be obliged. 

Mr. Waiis. A. 



Enorayed Portrait. 

Albany Road, Camberwell, 
August 28th, 1852. 

Sir, — Amongst my portraits I have one after the 
pen and ink style, I pre- 
sume from some of the maga- 
zines, with this signature 
affixed : can you enlighten i 
me? 




Mr. Willis. 



Yours, very obediently, 



J. C. 



Alchemists. 



Edinb. August 19th, 1852. 

Dear Sir, — Your Correspondent, " A Customer and 
an Alchemist,** (Current Notes for July, p. 64) who 
wishes to find a list of Alchemical books, will see a list 
of 731 different works on that subject, in a work pub- 
lished in London in 1815, entitled, "The Lives of Al- 
chcmystical Philosophers.*' 

There was a collection of the works of the early 
Alchemists made by Lazarus Zetznerus, bookseller at 
Strasbourg, and published in 1713 in 5 thick vols. 8vo. 

Tliis work contains about 200 treatises on the Phi- 
losopher's stone, and is well worth the inspection of those 
curious about Alchemical matters. 

If the above references will be of any use to your 
Correspondent, I will be very glad. 



Mr. Willis. 



I remain, youzs truly, 

/Google 



Digitized by ' 
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Biflhopsgate, August 30th, 1852. 

Enquiht. Sir, — Can any of your reatlers tell me of 
or about " Francois," " Archiduc d'Autriche d'Este," 
Motlena, 1820? 

Mr. Willis. Yours, C. 



NURSERT RhY¥B. 

Perhaps some of the Correspondents whose amusing 
and ingenious communications to you I find prefixed to 
your monthly catalogue, under the title of " Current 
Notes," could tell me if they ever remember to have 
heard or met with the following nursery rhyme ? 

" G|)ree Jfvsh anti t^ttt ItonsI 
^tt ^t fttng at defiance." 

Your constant reader and custoqier, 
Mr. Willis. Amelia L 



Rb THING Legends. 

May not the Inscription around the Antique Gem, 
figured in the July Number of your "Current Notes,*' 
p. 63, rea<l — 

ckedite : sio {iUo) : Ei 
siiio {nis ijjsiu)s : spei. ? 
Mr. Willis. . Q in the Corner. • 



Bermondset Tokens. 

Borough, 17th August. 

Mr. Willis,— Your Correspondent B. N. may per- 
haps be able to give me some information respecting 
Tokens which were issued in this locality — particularly 
by a person nam^ Keyse, who was the proprietor of 
pertain tea gardens called the Bcrmondscy Spa, and 
where 3 Scenic representation of the Siege of Gibraltar 
was produced more than half a century ago. 

R. T. S. 



Architectural Terms. 

Sir, — Your "Senior Churchwarden" Correspondent 
(s^e Current Notes for August, p. 70), in asking for the 
definitions of what he is pleased to term ** Architectural 
Slang," as also the difference between •* the pieces of 
Saxon and Norman Architecture," shows such a want 
of knowledge of the subject he so unhappily endeavours 
to criticize, that in answer I would suggest to him, that 
J the most effectual solution for the complained of 
grievances would be to consult your " Price Current," 
and from its notice of professionad works purchase and 
carefully peruse such as may tend to enlighten him in 
matters of which he is now very ignorant ; by these 
means he may also be able to serve a double purpose, in 
the further shape of being able to understand, and 
perchance appreciate the language and professional 
advice of " the Architect who has come down to alter 
our Church." 

Mr. Willis. One of the Profession. 



Ecclesiastical Mural Paintings. 

Sir,— In the last number (XX.) of your Current 
Notes, the sporting season being at hand, you haxe 
allowed by way of practice a brace of ArchcBologists to 
pop like a double-barrelled gun at my observations 
upon Mural Paintings. Off they go at me hang-hang. 
But neither one nor the other of^ your fulminating bar- 
rels have produced much effect in bringing me down at 
their feet. And so C. M. J. discharges his single shot at 
me in the London Weekly Paper of 28th August, 
(p. 252.) 

"An ARCHiBOLOGisT,"No. 1, appears to be as ignorant 
of the meaning of fresco^ as No. 2 supposes me to be. The 
mistake is so common an expression, that it can scarcely 
be called by the former name, and rests with whoever 
headed my communication to you, not with myself. If 
No. 1 desires to see sacred subjects caricatured, and 
moreover, feels obliged to you for inserting such speci- 
mens of barbarity m your Notes ; go on and do so, and 
I will assist you with the means of obtaming from him 
a further expression of his thanks— at however, I think 
what your readers will consider to be the demolition of 
his taste or your judgment. No. 2's drawing which you 
had the goodness to send me, and I return w you here- 
with, I admit to be very beautifid and artistic— but it 
is quite evident that he has not been looking at home at 
the Mural Paintings of St. Mary*8, Guildford, or St. 
John's, Winchester; in preference to seeking after 
abroad and studying the works of Michael Angelo and 

Raphael. Compare the 
feeling and beauty of his 
delineation of the Al- 
mighty Creator with this 
representation, and you 
will have Archseological 
cant and quackery at 
once placed in its true 
light before you, con- 
trasted with true artistic 
dignity and power. It 
is exactly in the same 
spirit of cant that Ar- 
cneeologists cry up the 
log-house of an Ameri- 
can siivage, discovered in 
the back woods, or the 
Bog House of Drumkc- 
lin (see Archa?ologia, 
Vol. xxvi. p. 361), as a 
work of art worthy of 
prescrvjition with the 
Pantheon. Is either of 
your Correspondents an 
Architect ? I will admit from his drawing No. 2 to be 
an artist, and his defence of such monstrosities as are 
suffered to disgrace a few of our English Churches, I 
confess, surprises mc. He is a dreamer — a very clever 
dreamer, I admit. Surely, the sooner such a composi- 
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tion as this, dqncting the death of a sinner, before an 




cxecutionist, backed by the recording angel, passes away 
from the popular recollection the better, or its correspond- 
ing design, in which two priests are engaged in praying a 
soul out of Purgatory ? 1 repeat, that these and similar 
representations are disgusting and unfeeling represen- 




tations, and I moreover, will insist against a host of 
Archfcologists, that the sooner pure whitewash docs its 
** sacrilegious work," as they would call it, in concealing 
them from view, the better it will be for public morals 
an<l for public taste. 

This, Sir, is my opinion, notwithstanding your Cor- 
respondent, No. 1 , is pleased to say that if I do not 
agree with Archoeologists, I should " hold my tongue 
and not thrust my impertinence on the world." W hy 
may I not retort in the same terms ? and warn him to 
be silent and not resemble George Colman's Doctor 
Panglos, by writing himself down an ASS. as I observe 
one of your Correspondents (p. 72) has done in sober 



seriousness. Never was any letter that you have ad- 
mitted into your columns so illogical, as the one from 
No. 1 . What can public libraries by any possibility 
have to do with churches, unless we are to have one in 
the vestry-room of each, or require a new translation 
of the Sacred Scriptures ? Let me tell him that the 
Protestant Religion does not require " the explanation 
of some ancient ceremony or superstition still extant.*' 
No, Sir. I denounce such cant — such Puseyitism — such 
hypocrisy — such humbug; and although professing a 
proper respect for my Church and the faith in which I 
was educated, I am not as your Correspondent pleases 
to consider me, " one of the ' Righteous over much.' *' 
No. 1 again says— there is no ** call for such declama- 
tion at the present period.'* But have not gangs of 
Fellows, to some of which, no doubt your Correspondents 
belong, made the call ? Have they not been now for some 
years going the round of the country, swarming in 
begging troops — offensively poking their noses with 
prying spectacles and greedy stomachs beneath them, 
into the houses of respectable, good-natured, foolish 
people, to see if they can victimise them for a breakfast 
— a dinner — a supper— and a guinea? 

It is high time that such objectionable proceedings 
as those carried on by Archaeological Societies should 
be exposed and exhibited in their true light to sober- 
minded and thinking people as neither more nor less 
than " movntehank^' exhibitions (as the " Athenwum,*' 
however severely criticised by your Correspondents for 
a mere printer's error, termed such meetings.) They 
are worse even than those wliich occur in, and so fre- 
quently disgrace, our senate. 

Looking at us from his quiet smoke-dried studio, a 
German friend of mine writes thus to me : " What 
have those Archseological Congresses done? Nothing. At 
every meeting there is a sky-rocket display of vanity 
and dress — profoundest ignorance and vulgarity of 
manner — unrivalled person^ folly. At them the pro- 
fessed students meet not to measure their reading, their 
thoughts or their conclusions with facts, local circum- 
stances, and proofs, but to gratify their bodily, not 
mental, appetite for food and drink — their personal 
vanity by the hereafter boast of having dined at Duke of 
this, or Lord of that's table (although it may have even 
amounted only to breaking bread in the servants' hall), 
and in driving about with inflated noddles from one 
place to another — the longest purse leading the way to 
the exclusion of the real student, who is ahvays shove<l 
aside ; such has been my experience of Archseological 
Congresses in England, although among them may be 
as Herr Willis says in preface to his Notes, Vol. L, 

'* Truthfiil and thoughtful students of the past 
Who whirl along — not with — the whirling blast*" 



I am, Sir, 



An Architect. 



P. S. If your brace of Archseologists like to liave 
another shot at me, I am still on the wing. 
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Campbell's Adelgitha. 

Homsey, Sept. ] , 1852. 
Sir, — I have the following lines written and signed 
hy Thomas Campbell, hut without a date : can you, or 
any of your readers give me a clue to theip ? and oblige 

A. K. 
Adelgiika, 

** The ordeal's fatal tnunpet Boanded, 
And sad pale Adelgitha came ; 
When forth a ndiant champion bounded, 
And slew the sland'rer of her fame* 

" She wept, deliver'd from her danger : 
Bat when he knelt to cUim her glove, 
' Seek not,' she cried, ' oh gallant stranger, 
For hapless Adelgitha's love. 
'* * For he is in a foreign far land, 

Whose arm should now have set me free. 
And I must wear the willow garland, 
For him that's dead, or false to me I' 

" Nay say not that his faith is tainted ! 
He raised his vizor — at the sight 
She fell into his arms and fainted ; 
It was indeed her own true knight." 

T. Campbell. 



Lines in an Album bt Sir Martin Shee. 

Red Lion Square, August 26, 1852. 

Sir, —Several specimens of a similar kind having 
appeared in your interesting publication, I think the 
following lines may be acceptable to you, which were 
written for me. 

E.F. 

" Fair ladies their albums delight in, 

And your autograph ask with a smile 

So bewitching, you cannot but write in 

Their books in your very best style. 

*' But the curious when turning their pages, 
With wonder will certainly stare, 
To think 'mongst wits, poets, and sages, 
How my humble name shoald be there. 

<* Martin Archer Sheb. 
"Jan. 30th, 1840." 



Automaton Chess Player. 

In ViS'V was published in 8vo. Inanimate Reason, or 
a circumstantial Account of that astonishing Piece of 
Mechanism^ M. de Kempelen's Cliess Player, now ex- 
liibiting at No. 8, Savill Row, Burlington Gardens, 
illustrated with three Copper Plates, exhibiting this 
cclebrate<l Automaton in different points of view. 

In 1821 Mr. Booth published, 8vo. An Attempt to 
Analyse the Automaton Chess Player of Mr. de Kem- 
pelen, with an easy Method of imitating the Movements 
of that celebrated Figure, illustrated with Drawings.* 



• Thi9 UUle work wot by Profettor WUIU. G. W. 



In this last may be seen all the contrivances and 
mode of concealment of tlie living player within the 
chest. In the Illustrated London News, Dec. 20, 184-5, 
p. 389, may be seen a very good account of the whole. 

H.T. K 



Information. 

The Weekly Times Newspaper of 29th August, p. 
554, gives an extract "From a volume of pamphlets, 
lettered * Miscellaneous Sheets,* presented by King 
George III. to the British Museum," addingr, " The date 
is 1846." 

A Reader. 



French Revolutionary Dates. 

August 26, 1852. 

Sir, — Would you or some of your readers kindly 
inform me how the days of the week, months, &c. were 
called during the period of the French Revolution (at 
the end of the last century), in other words, how they 
computed time, changing the names with all else during 
that era. 

I am unfortunately far away now from books of re- 
ference, which will, I hope, plead some excuse for one 
who is completely 

Mr. G. Willis. Q in a corner. 



Joseph Ashburt. 

Lincola's- Inn-Fields. 
Sir, — Can any of yoiur Correspondents favour me 
with any ])articulars relative to Joseph Ashbury, an old 
veteran on the stage, who was Master of the Revels to 
five monarchs, namely, Charles II., James II., King 
William, Queen Anne,' and George I. ? 
I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
Mr. Willis. A Theatrical Amateur. 



Sir Charles Wilkins. 

28th August, 1852. 
Sir,— It woidd have afforded me sincere gratification 
to have found in your pages some reply to tlic letter of 
" Orientalis" in your Juno number (page 53) with re- 
ference to the late Sir Charles Wilkins and his biogra- 
phy. Having enjoyed his acquaintance and friendship 
for some years, and I may add in a slight degree 
derived so much benefit from his truly cheernil conver- 
sation and riclily stored mind, I can testify how truly 
interesting a more minute history of his life would be, 
considering the variety and extent of his great talents, 
as well as the great characters he was for so many years 
holding frequent intercourse with; such names as 
Warren Hastings and Sir William Jones are sufficient 
to contrast it w^ith the scanty memoirs that are daily 
published. I still hope his daughters will yet furnish 
such a memorial, as there must be ample materials in 
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their possession ; and is it not due to one who has so 
truly distinguished himself in Eastern literature, and 
must ever be considered an honour to his country ? 
Yours very obediently, 

Orientalis, Jun. 
Mr. Willis. Formerly of Haileybury College. 



SnAKSPERE House Subscription. 

Southwarkj London, August 16th. 
Sir, — May I ask of you to be so obliging as to inform 
me if the accounts of the Subscriptions ^for Shakspere's 
House have been audited ? If not, to whom can you 
refer me for information on the subject ? 

I am, Sir, yours respectfully, 

A Subscriber. 



Alderman Dowden and his Botant of the 
bohereens. 

Sir, — I can readily understand from your Corres- 
pondent's statement at p. 70 of your Current Notes for 
August, the mistake into which you have fallen in 
cataloguing this work under the name of Richard and 
not nSwden. But where is Bohereens? I suppose it 
must be some peculiar district in the neighbourhood of 
Cork. The Alderman is a clever but strange creature, 
I hear ; in proof of which I send you his manifesto when 
Mayor of Cork, against the boyish custom of killing 
wrens and other small birds at Christmas. 

Yours truly, 

Mr. Willis. T. H. 



PREVENT 
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 



Whereas, Complaints having been made that the 

Public are greatly annoyed on 

ST. STEPHEN'S DAY 

BY THOSE 
STURDY BEGGARS, 

WREN BOYS. 
I hereby request the intelligent and humane Citizens of 
Cork,.to discourage the unmanly, absurd, and probably 
Superstitious practice of 
Killing Wrens at Christmas, 
By resolutely refusing the demands for money made by 
those turbulent bird butchers who annually disgrace 
our streets, and which money is for the most part mis- 
spent in DRUNKENNESS and gambling. 

Benevolent feeling need not be restnuned at this 
Season, because it resists the importunities of the in- 
considerate and vicious; it has scope enough in en- 
couraging Virtuous Festivity and Social Happiness. 

Let the people where they can enjoy all Moral, 
Rational and Healthful Amusements, Excursions with 
Temperance-Bands, Temperance Tea Parties, and such 
gratifications may be indulged in with advantage to 
mind and body ; being innocent, they will not be tainted 



with Shame, Sorrow or Remorse ; being laudable and 
profitable, they will be recollected with pleasure and 
thankfulness. 

RICHARD DOWDEN [RD.] 

MAYOR 

Vice President of the Temperance Institute^ 

[J. HiGGiNS, Printer. 
December 19th, 1845. 



Arms of the Isle of Man. 

Vicarage, Southwick, Sept. 2, 1852. 
Sir,— In your Current Notes for March 1852, p. 18, 
you obligingly inserted my paper on the " Arms of the 
Isle of Man." At that time I supposed the three legs 
to belong solely to that island ; but since, I have dis- 
covered that the Panormite Sicilians also claim them as 
a part of their arms. After proposing a drawing of the 
com as seen in Spanhemii Numismata, c. 1. " De Ca- 
pricorno in Nummis," I will attempt an explanation 
thereof, confirming more strongly my former conclu- 
sions, viz. that there were only three chiefs of the 
Magi (but accompanied with, probably, many others of 
that sect) who worshipped at the birth-place of our 
blessed Saviour; and that these coins were struck, 
some considerable time after the probable persecution 
of the Magi by Herod, to commemorate the event of 
the birth of the Messiah. 




" Tertius vero nummus a Panormitanis Siculis sig- 
natus est, et quidem, sicut in eo inscribitur D D Pro- 
cos, Decreto Proconsulis, cum addito consueto Sicilise 
typo, et radiato praetera Augusti capite." 

We are here reminded of our school days and the 
Latin Grammar, when repeating the well-known rule, 
" Imperante Augusto natus est Christus." Whatever 
the shield-like appearance between the thighs may 
mean, it is evident that the corn-like procedures arc 
each put for the Spica Virginis (originally a stem of 
trefoil)^ and these are equivalent to the Cornucopia 
borne by t?ie woman called EYGHNIAS. Above this is 
Capricorn to denote the month in which the Messiah 
was born. In the coin preceding the present one, the 
star is placed above the Capricorn, and underneath is 
written ArOYDTANQN. We find this to be the sub- 
ject of prophecy in the Babylonian cuneiforms. 

To complete the series, I shall, at some future period, 
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request you ta indulge me by inserting one more coin, 
wliich I have seen in Mona, on this siioject. 

I am, Sir, yours very truly, 

T. R. Brown. 
To F. W. W. 

P.S. In your communication last month, p. 68, 69, 
you give a very interesting picture of a seal in your 
possession. If it is engraven on a precious stone, it 
probably refers to a subject connected with religion ; 
and in my opinion the writing is Chinese. Look again 
— if there are; or have been, three dots under the hori- 
zontal line it will read thus : ** Receive under cover 
the perfection" (of Relirion, viz. the Christian). If 
my conjecture be right, the gem probably belonged to 
one of the^r^^ preachers of Christianity in China, in 
the, first century. 

Whatever the reading may be, the dots must be 
accounted for. 

Mr. Willis. T. R. Brown. 



Rhtmino Tokens. 



Sir, — Your correspondent H. J. R. is very probably 
correct in his interpretation of the word " Strike,** for I 
am informed that in the " Glossographia Anglicana 
Nova'* is to be found " strikle, a stick to strike off corn 
in measuring;** and in our common Dictionaries "Strike** 
is designated "a Bushel.*' But I must protest against 
his giving to the word "light" tlie signification of 
"justly,** which, I think, is a sense it can in nowise 
bear. 

I am not, however, yet convinced that my own sup- 
position is altogether groundless. "Strike" has a 
variety of meanings ; to " strike work" is to cease or 
leave off work; to " strike a loaf" Ls to withdraw it 
from the oven ! Now if the loaf be light or slack 
baked, it will retain more moisture than if hard baked, 
and consequently more likely to " weigh right" than if 
rendered less heavy by too much evaporation ; hence it 
seems a matter of self-interest to any " master of the 
rolls*' to have his brea<! struck light. I am sure your 
worthy Correspondent will be sensible that there is no 
other object in this discussion than to elicit truth. 

B.N. 



Booth Familt. 



William Booth, 58th Bishop of Lichfield, 1447, and 
.51st Archbishop of York, 1452 ; Lawrence Booth, 51st 
Bishop of Durham, 1457, and 53rd Archbishop of York, 
1 186 ; John Booth, 24th Bishop of Exeter, 1466, whose 
monumental brass exists in the village church of East 
Horsley, in Com. Surrey; and Ralph Booth, Arch- 
deacon of York, 1478, have all monuments in the church 
of Sawley, in Com. Derby. The connection of Sawley 
Church with the see of Lichfield, might account for the 
monument therein to the Lichfield Bishop ; but the 
monuments to the rest seem to indicate these Booths 



to have been of Derbyshire origin. Can any of your 
correspondents give any information as to the family, 
and particularly as to the cause of a dcmi St. Catherine 
being assigned to it for a crest ? 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. • 

An American Subscriber to Halliwell's Gigantic 
Shakespeare (New York, 22nd August) suggests that the 
number of copies printed should be 250, instead of 150, 
and that he Bhoald call for a year's sabscription in advance. 

One copy instead of two of G. W.'s Price Current shall 
in future be sent. For the desired figures G. W. wilt place 
the letters free, which, be hopes, will give no ofience. 

C. E. would feel much obliged for any communication 
respecting Mr. Canning's poetry. 



litnani Dui Iritntifit (Dbitenrij* 

Allen, Joseph Wr Landscape Painter, Lower Mall, 

Hammersmith. 26th August. Aged 49. Leaving a 

widow and eight children. 
Arnold, Samuel James. Dramatist. Walton on Thames. 

16th August. Aged 78. 
Chapman, John Kemble. Proprietor and Manager Sun- 

day Timet. 2nd Septemb^. 
Duke, Rev. Edward. Antiquary. Lake House, near 

Amesbury. 28th August. Aged 73. 
Grainger, Thomas (C.E.) President of the Royal Scot- 

tish Society of Arts, Stockton-on-Tees. By railway 

accident, 25th July. Aged 57. 
Macgillivrat, W. (Dr.) Professor of Natural History, 

Marischal College, Aberdeen. Science and Biography. 

Aberdeen, 5th September. 
Mayo, Herbert (M.D.) Medical Writer. Formerly 

Senior Surgeon, Middlesex Hospital; and Professor of 

Physiology, King's College. Bad-Weilbach, near 

Mayence on the Rhine. ] 5th August. 
Murray, Edward (Rev.) Theology and Science. 1st July. 

Aged 54. 
Parry, John (Rev.) Theology. Bayswater. 5th August. 

Aged 49. 
Porter, George Richardson, (Secretary Board of Trade.) 

Political Economist. Tunbridge Wells. 3rd Sep- 
tember. 
PuGiK (A. W.) Architect and Architectural Writer. Str 

Augustine's, Ramsgate. September. Aged 40. 
Smith, John. Architect. Aberdeen. August. Aged 72. 
Waechter (Professor) M. E. de. Painter. Conservator 

of the Royal Cabinet of Engravings. Stutgard. Aged 

90. 



VTELUNOTON, DUKE OF, (P.M. Arthur Wei- 
lesley), K.G., Commander-in-Chief. Walmer Castle, 
Kent 14 th September. Aged 84. Dispatches 
during his various Campaigns in India, Denmark, 
Portugal, Spain, the Low Countries, and France, 
from 1 799 to 1818. '* For his character as a States- 
man,'' siud Lord Brougham, *' let every one read his 
wonderful Ditpaichea, which found a fame far loftier 
even than the triumphs of the warrior." 
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» I will make a prief of it in my Note-Book."— Sh a kspem. 



[October, 1852. 



NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 
G. Willis gratefully acknowledges the various interest- 
ing documents and letters he has received. He is anxious 
that it should ho perfectly understood that he is not the 
author of any statement, representation, or opinion, that 
may appear in his " Current Notes/' which are merely selec- 
tions from communications made to him in the course of 
his business, and which appear to him to merit attention. 
Every statement therefore is open to correction or discus- 
sion, and the writers of the several paragraphs should be 
considered as alone responsible for their assertions. Al- 
though many notes have hitherto appeared anonymously, 
or with initial letters, yet wherever a serious contradiction 
is involved, G. Willis trusts that his Correspondents will 
feel the necessity of allowing him to make use of their 
names when properly required. 

The Coins of Dionysius and Agathocles. 
Vicarage, Southwick, near Oundle. 

Sir,— My first paper on the three legs in the Arms 
of the Isle of Man, (which appeared in Current Notes, 
March 1852, p. 18,) was written when I had seen only 
those contained in Gesenius, and those on Manx coins. 
My second on the same subject (C. N. September, p. 79,) 
seemed still more fully to prove that the three l^s re- 
ferred to the Magi ; but, as the present copies bear a 
date anterior to the birth of our Saviour, it is evident 
that the three legs depicted on each of them cannot 
relate to the Magi ; these must therefore be accounted 
for hieroglyphicalTy, and your readers must then attach 
such a meaning to the former two as thev shall think 
most proper ; should they think that each of them is 
equivalent to a confession of faith in the co-equality of 
the Essence, Power, and Spirit of the great Jah, the 
motto on the Manks coin, viz. : ** staoit quocunque 
jeceris," will be applicable. My opinion with regard to 
the former two is not altered. 

In Spanheim's Numismata, dissertatio octava, c. 12, 
" De Sicilia) Regibus in nummis," you may find two 
coins ; the first tha|; of Dionysius, and the second that 
of Agathocles. I think it will be sufficient to treat of 
these two, in order to explain a brass coin 
in the possession of Mr. Fargher of 
Douglas, Isle of Man ; and its copy in the 
Atlas Numismatique, Paris, 1829. The 
compound hieroglyph (excepting '" 



legs) necessary ror a 
foUows : 

VOL. II. 




explanation, 



The goddess (Victoria) on the coin of Dionysius is 
supposed to be placing a wreath of laurel on his head, 
and under her right arm are the three legs, above the 
compound hieroglyph resembling a weathercock, on two 
inverted pyramids. The same goddess on the coin of 
Agathocles has in her right hand the T, the emblem of 
perfection. Deity, &c. and with her left hand she is 
placing the Delta, the hieroglyph of union, (primarily 
the symbol of the Trinunity) on the top of his armour, 
supported by a stand or horse. Let us now proceed to 
explain the hieroglyphs on the two coins. 

The legs cannot, I think, be accounted for here, but 
by supposing each to be the Hermesian hieroglyph (the 
leg) ^cJ2\ alkawi^ the All-Powerful (God); con- 
sequently, the three legs joined will denote the three 
All-Powerfiils, viz. : the Essence, the Power or Word, 
and the Spirit. 

The hieroglyph under the legs is compounded of the 
Hermesian hieroglyph equivalent to the Hebrew JX) shin, 
denoting Trinunity; and the two inverted pyramids 
represent two Samaritan oins joined, giving us the same 
idea as the Saviour afterwards gives of himself in 
Rev. i. 11., viz., that he is the o o or ia O meffa, is 
the hieroglyph for man ; passing through a few grada- 
tions from the Hebrew i oin, and Chinese ^tw, a man. 

The Delta is a Chinese and Egyptian hierogl3rph, 
signifying union. The T I have more than once ex- 
plained. 

We are now fully prepared to illustrate the coin of 
Mr. Fargher, On his coin are the three legs, the T, 
and the word A I ; and by comparing it with that in the 
Atlas Numismatique, we may venture to propose the 
meaning of the words APAGOKAH KOINH, Agathokle 
koine. 

Now, from a collation of these different coins we are 
naturally led to infer that the word A I must have a 
similar meaning to that of the compound hieroglyphs 
already explained ; the AI will therefore be read, more 
Hebrseo, from right to left, and we shall have lA or YA 
pronounced like the Hebrew name of the great Spirit, 
TV^ Ya for Yah, Psalm Ixviii. 4. 

The triangle or Delta, and Agathokle koine, must 
therefore denote the union of the Sicilian and African 
dominions under the rule of Agathocles. That which 
in Mr. Fargher's coin appears like a left arm, is part of 
a robe behind the armour or image of Agathocles. 
I am, sir, yours very triily, 

Mr. Willis. T. R. Brown. 
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Ualliwell's Shakespeare. 

ATenue Lodge, Brixton Hill, 
8th Oct. 1852. 

Sir, — Your Correspondent C. R. K. (Current Notes 
for August, No. XX. p. 71) is informed that the rare 
tract which cost me upwards of <£60, is the unique 
novel of Pericles, founded on the play as it was acted at 
the Globe Theatre, and that, in fiiturc, I must hold 
myself excused from replying to anonymous querists on 
any subject connected with tne folio edition of Shake- 
speare. 

In reference to a paragraph in your last number, p. 
80, respecting the limitation of copies to 150, perhaps 
you will kindly allow me to say, that, for reasons I con- 
sider quite unanswerable, that limit cannot possibly be 
extended. On that point " I am freely dissolved and 
dissolutely,** preferrmg, if necessary, to increase the 
price of tne later copies. The expenses will be heavy, 
and it will be quite as much as I shall be able to do, 
even with the greatest care, to " make both ends meet;" 
but I certainly will not increase the impression under 
any circumstances. 

Your humble servant, 

Mr. Willis. J. 0. Ualliwell. 



Symbol or the Early Christians. 

Bridport, 22nd September, 1852. 

Sir, — Accidentally, I have only just seen your 
August number [Xa.] Id page 68 your correspondent 
has somewhat varied the generally received explanation 
of a fish's representation being adopted by the early 
Christians as their symbol, whiSi must be too familiar 
to the msyority of your readers to justify insertion in 
your Notes without an apology. The word IxeYS, a 
fish, being formed bv putting together the first letters 
of the following words, Itiasi Xpurro^ Geo Yiof Swriic, 
Jesus Christ God's Son the Saviour, is the well known 
explanation. 

Your obliged subscriber, 

Mr. Willis. 



French Revolutionary Dates. 

Woolwich, 28th Sept. 1852. 

Sir, — For the information of your Correspondent 
•* Q in a Corner" (Current Notes for this month, p. 78), 
I send you the inclosed, and remain your humble 
servant, J. R. 

Mr. Willis. 

The Revolutionary French sra commenced from the 
foundation of the Republic^ viz. 22nd September 1792. 
The year was divided into twelve equal months of thirty 
days each, to which were added five days that did not 
belong to any month to complete the number of 365 ; and 
each month was divided into three decades of ten days, 



distinguished as the first, second and third, the days of 
which were called from the Latin 

1. Vrimidi. 4. Quartidi. 7. SeptidL 

2. Dnodi. 5. QaintidL 8. Octodi. 

3. Tridi. 6. Sextidi. 9. Nonodi ; 
And 10 Decadi, which was to be the day of rest. 

The months were 

Autumn, 
Vind^maire, or Vintage Month, from Sep. 22 to Oct. 21. 
Brumaire „ Fog Month „ Oct. 22 to Nov. 20. 

Frimaire ,, Sleet Month „ Nov. 21 to Dec. 20. 



Nivdse 

Pluviose 

Ventose 



Winter. 
Snow Month , 
Rain Month , 
Wind Month ,, 



Dec. 21 to Jan. 19. 
Jan. 20 to Feb. 18. 
Feb. 19 to Mar. 20. 



Mar. 21 to April 19. 
April 20 to May 19. 
May 20 to June 18. 



Spring, 
Germinal „ Sprout Month „ 
Floreal „ Flower Month „ 

Priareal „ Pasture Month „ 
Summer, 

Messidor „ Harvest Month „ June 19 to July 18. 
Fervidor „ Hot Month „ July 19 to Aug. 17. 

Fnictidor „ Fruit Month „ Aug. 18 to Sep. 16. 
The five Feasts were as follows, and dedicated to 
LesVertus, The Virtues, September 17. 

Le Genie, Genius, „ 18. 

Le Travail, Labour, „ 19. 

L'Opinion, Opinion, „ 20. 

Les Recompenses, Rewards^ „ 21. 

The intercalary day of every fourth year was called La 
Sans Culotide, on which there was to be a renovation of 
the National Oath, " To live free or die." 

The above communication renden it unnecettary for 
G. W. to print more than the following estractifrom those 
made to him bg H. (Keneington) on the tame day, J. W. 
C.fliufW. K. 1st Oct) 

" The French lUvolutioDaiy Kalendar was discontinued 
in 1805." 



September 28, 1852. 

Sir, — I have much pleasure in supplying your cor- 
respondent ** Q." with the information he is seeking. 

Of course many medals exist which are dated in 
accordance with the Revolutionary Kalendar. I pos- 
sess several, but I may notice one in particular, because 
it is a very interesting one : Nap. on his favourite steed 
crossing the St. Bernard— date ** Le 25 Floreal, An. 
viii." 

There are many Assignats dated between 1792 and 
1805 still in existence, althongh they will not realize a 
good fortune to their possessors. I have only five (two 
autumn, three winter); I should like to possess the 
other eight very mucn, and would be glad either to 
purchase them, or eive a goodly number in exchange, 
having a little roll of these almost worthless pieces of 
paper. I give you a minute of those which constitute 
my little series : Vendemiaire, Brumaire, Nivose, Plu- 
viose, and Ventose. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Mr. Willis. ^ , H. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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English Version of Frbnch Rbpublioan Dates. 

The English version of these Republican names was 
thus proposed by a wag of the day : — 

Snowy. Showery. Breezy. 

Blowy, Lowery. Sneezy. 

Flowy. Flowery. Wheezy. 

Glowy. Bowery. Freezy. 



French Assignats. 

Mr. Willis, — If you fall in with any assignats : 
dated 

1. Germinal. 

2. Floreal. 

3. Prairial. 

4. Messidor. 

5. Fervidor, or Thermidor. 

6. Fructidor. 

7. Sanculottides, and (or) 

8. Frimaire ; be pleased to let me know, and No. 7 
in particular. 

If your correspondent " Q." is going to press, it may 
be well for him, perhaps, to check my statement, but I 
believe I am correct I have copied from the manu- 
script of my catalogue— coins and medals.* 



Fossil Human Bones? 

September 15, 1852. 

Sir,— Conld you or any of your correspondents 
inform me if there is any published account of the fossil 
human and other bones found in the Island of Portland, 
of which mention is made in your Current Notes for 
August [No. XX. p. 66] ? 

Your obedient servant, 

Mr. Willis. T. D. A. 



Nelson's Funeral. 

Sept. 27th, 1852. 
Sir,— The accompanying gathered and reduced from 
the newspapers, at the periM of the arrival to these 
shores of Nelson's remains as well as of his Funeral, 
are much at your service ; if you think them worthy of 
insertion at this time, when attention is so much directed 
to public funerals. 

I remain, sir. 

Obediently yours, 
Mr. Willis. A. T. K. 

The Victory, with the remains of the ever-to-be-lamented 
Nelson, arrived off Sheemess, Sunday, Dec. 22nd, 1895. 
The body was placed the following morning on board the 
Chatham Yacht, proceeding on her way to Greenwich. 

• // agreet perfectly with that printed on the authority 
of J. R. (Woolwich)^ except at to the mode qftpelling one 
or tvfo fvordt, G. W. 



The coflSn, covered with an ensign, was placed on deck. 
I Tuesday she arrived at Greenwich, Uie body still being in 
the coffin made of the wreck of L' Orient, was then 
enveloped in the colours of the Victory, bound round by a 
piece of rope and carried by sailors, part of the crew of 
the Victory, to the Painted Hall, where preparations were 
made for the lying in state ; the days appointed for which 
were, Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, Jan. 5, 6 and 7, 
1806 ; and to which all due effect was given. 

Wednesday, Jan. 8, the first day's procession by water 
took place, and the remains were removed from Greenwich 
to Whitehall, and from thence to the Admiralty, 'with all 
possible pomp and solemnity. This procession of barges, 
etc. was nearly a mile long, minute guns being fired during 
its progress ; the banner of emblems was borne by Captain 
Hardy, Lord Nelson's Captain. The body was deposited 
that night in the Captain's room at the Admiralty, and 
attended by the Rev. John Scott. 

Thursday, Jan. 9, 1806, the procession from the Ad. 
mu^ty to St. Paul's moved forward about eleven o'dock 
in the moming^the first part consisting of cavalry regi- 
ments, regimental bands with muffled drums, Greenwich 
pensioners, seamen from the Victory, about 200 mourning 
coaches, 400 carriages of public officers, nobility, etc. in- 
cluding those of the royal fitunily (the Prince of Wales, 
Duke of Clarence, etc. taking part in the procession), the 
body upon a funeral car drawn by six led horses. At 
Temple Bar the City Officers took their places in the pro. 
cession. Upon arrival at the Cathedral, they entered by 
the West Gate and the Great West Door, ranging them- 
selves according to their rank. The seats were as follows : 
under the dome ; in each archway was the front of the 
piers and in the gallery over the choir. The form of the 
seats under the dome took the shape of the dome, namely, 
a circular appearance and calculated to hold 3066 persons. 
An iron railing was also placed from the dome to the Great 
Western Door, within which persons were allowed to stand. 
The body was placed on a bier, erected on a raised plat, 
form opposite the Eagle Desk ; at the conclusion of .the 
service in the Choir, a procession was formed from thence 
to the grave, with banners, etc. : the interment being over. 
Garter proclaimed the Style, and the Comptroller, Trea- 
surer and Steward of the deceased, breaking their staves 
gave the pieces to Garter, who threw them into the grave. 
The procession, arranged by the Officers of Arms, then re- 
turned. 

For a few days after the public were admitted upon a 
shilling fee, and permitted to enter the enclosed spot di. 
rectly over the body, looking down a distance of about ten 
feet, and even gratified with a sight of the coffin placed 
upon a sort of table covered with a black cloth. 



Talayera. 



Mr. Willis, — I have been told that a copy of Mr. 
Wilson Croker's poem of Talavera was printed in folio 
by Mr. Murray, the eminent publisher, and presented 
by him to the Duke of Wellington. 

Have you ever seen or heard of a folio copy, as I 
understand this literary curiosity does not exist in his 
Grace's library ? 

Digitized by VjQO^lC 
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Note from the Duke op Wellington. 

London, October 4th, 1852. 

Sir, — The following characteristic note of the late 
Duke of Wellington, which came into my possession a 
few years since, possibly may be considered worthy of 
insertion in your interesting pages. 

Yours faithfully, 
Mr. WUlis. A. 

Walmer Castle, Oct. 31, 1839. 

The Duke of Wellington presents his compliments to 
Mr. Hale. The Duke has thousands of friends and ac- 
quaintances. 

He has agents, stewards, bailiffs, and other servants in 
charge of his house, gardens, and place at Strathfieldsaye. 

These persons are perfectly aware that any respectable 
person desirous of seeing the house and place is to be 
shewn it, if it should be convenient that it should be seen. 

The Duke's business and duties elsewhere keep him at a 
distance from Strathfieldsaye during seven or eight months 
in the year. 

It is impossible for him to give any more positive direc- 
tions applicable to all who may desire to see his house and 
place, and it cannot be required from the Duke that he 
should sit down and write an order that each and every 
traveller through Hampshire should visit his house, as is 
required by Mr. Hale, and this whether the Duke has the 
honour of being acquainted with him or not. 

The Duke r^ly thinks that Mr. Hale will not be refused 
the gratification of seeing Strathfieldsaye when he wishes. 

If he should, the Duke hopes that he will believe that it 
is because it would be inconvenient to allow the place to be 
shewn on the day that he vrill have fixed upon. 

John Hale, Esq. 

Wellington's Tree at Pains Hill. 

September 27tb, 1852. 
In the copy of Brayley and Britton's Surrey, which 
very valuable and interesting work I recently procured 
from you, I have been particularly struck and pleased 
with the lines by Lord Carhampton upon a youn? Oak 
growing on an island at Pains Hill, which was planted 
m 1817, in " Honour to the Duke of Wellineton.*' It 
is stated to be now upwards of thirty feet nigh, with 
branches extending over a space measuring seventy 
feet in circumference. 

** Emblem of Britain's glory ! grow thou here. 
Deep in the earth ; high in the atmosphere ; 
Sacred to Wellington's great name, 
And record of his well-earn'd fame. 
When many hundred years are past 
And thou must die, his fame shall last. 
Yes ! thou sturdy, long-liv'd tree, 
His glorious deeds shall outlive thee. 
Shakespear prophetically tells ns when 
His fame must perish — but not till then." 

There is a rugged earnestness about these verses that 
sounds to my car far more sternly melodious than the 
dulcet stop of Moore could have produced. 

N. P. 



The last Official Letter signed bt the Duke 
of Wellington is said to have been that addressed to 
M^or-General Sir Charles O'Donnell, acquainting him 
that his name was placed on the £1. 5^ list. 



The Duke of Wellington surprised. 

While sitting for his portrait to Mr. Pickersgill, that 
artist in order the better to catch the Duke*s expression, 
put the question, " Pray is it true that your Grace was 
surprised at Waterloo?** The Duke's countenance 
remained unmoved, but with an arch look he replied, 
" No, Sir. I never was surprised till now.** 

R.A. 



The Duke of Wellington's Waterloo Sword. 

Upon application being made to the Duke for his 
sword to be deposited in the Waterloo room of the 
United Service Institution, his Grace quaintly replied, 
that he could not part with it during his life or so long 
as the Crown may require its service, but he had no 
objection after his death to its being placed there. 

S. R 

The Battle of Waterloo. 

The Executors of Mr. Richard Jones (Gentleman 
Jones), of whom some recollections have appeared in 
Current Notes, Nos. IX. X. and XI. (1851), hiive 
recently presented to the United Service Institution the 
following letter, written on the field of battle by a 
young cavalry officer, and bearing the London Post 
Office stamp of " 12 o'clock, Jr. 1815, Nn." 

Camp near Nivelles, 19th. 

Dear Jones, — The fight is over, I am safe. The action 
was horrid, the cannonade tremendous, and the slaughter 
immense. Nap. beaten with loss of 40,000, all his baggage 
and artillery — 3 days fighting — half the cavalry on our side 
destroyed, and the infemtry and artillery suffered immense. 
Love to all. 

Yours always, 

J. c. q. 



Author of a Narrative of Political and 
Military Transactions of British India. 
In reply to A'# letter of 27M August, {Current Notes 
for September, No. XXL p, 75) O. W, has received the 
following communication, 

8, Leadenhall Street, 
Sept. 28th, 1852. 

My dear Sir,— The Author of a " Narrative of 
Political and Military Transactions in India" is ** Henry 
Toby Prinsep," at present a Director of the East India 
Company, and residing at Little Holland House, Ken- 
sington. 

The facsimile in this month's Circular is his. 

Yours faithfully, 

Mr. Willis. J. Madden. 
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Admiraltt Autogsafhs. 

Sir, — I have been somewhat puzzled and amused at 
the facsimiles given in the last number of your Current 
Notes (p. 75) and I now send you a signature cut from 
an official document which I think aunost rivals them 
in obscurity. 




However, I can inform you that it is the signature 
of an eminent literary, scientific, and official character, 
the late Sir John Barrow, Bart., who I need scarcely 
inform you, was for many years Second Secretary to 
the Admiralty, the founder and President of the Geo- 
graphical Society, and a distingubhed Quarterly Re- 
viewer. 

What the unfortunate Admiralty Clerks, the Secre- 
taries of Scientific Societies, and printers must have 
suffered from this style of illegible writing may be con- 
ceived, and what extraordinary blunders such reck- 
lessness in penmanship may lead to, I leave you to 
coiyecture. 

I once heard the poet Rogers observe that the man 
who wrote his name obscurely was guilty of a piece of 
impertinence towards the party addressed by him, and 
Sir John Barrow, I believe, received more than one 
reproof respecting his writing. It is said that a dis- 
tinguished Admiral, the late Sir Edward Codrington, 
who wrote a clear, beautiful, and distinct hand, cut off 
a similar signature to that which I inclose from a letter 
addressed to him, pasted it on the envelope of his reply, 
and directed it to the Admiralty. In another case the 
official Baronet was addressed as J. W. Bonn, Esq. 

As example, especially official example, where pre- 
cedent is so much considered since the days of Sir John 
Barrow, it would appear that the Secretaries and Clerks 
of the Admiralty nave been selected from the most 
illegible writers that could be discovered. Amongst 
my collection of Literary Autographs I possess a few 
specimens which, upon finding that this communication 
receives favour in your sight, I will forward to you to 
enerave, as enigmas for the amusement of your readers. 

Mr. Willis. An Adtooraph Collector. 



Franks and Frankino. 

September 30, 1852. 

Sir, — I wish it were in my power to give a more full 
reply to " Franks and Franking" [Current Notes for 
this month, p. 741, than to refer to a most useful little 
work, "The Tablet of Memory,*' wherein I perceive 
" Franking letters first claimed 1660, commenced 1734 
(which must be an error), restrained 1764, 1775, 1793, 



and 1834." The following lines of Miss Sheridan at 
the termination of the privilege, Jan. 10, 1840, may, 
perhaps, be interesting : — 

" Best thanks to those privileged friends I'd express'^ 
Who have helped met so oft, with * a little address/ 
Who placed under cover each doll imperfection, 
And gave to my writings 'a proper direction.' 
In exchanging our notes foreign credit we 'U lose. 
Since a good English ' Frank' is not now worth two 

sonsl 
Onr epistles leas ' free' we pen-gossips feel blankly, 
We most keep oar thoughts closer, since none may write 

frankly." 

Yours faithfully, 

A CoLLEdTOR, BUT NOT OF FRANKS. 



Mr. Willis. 



Uncle Tom's Cabin. 



(^Fhm theBottan Trmueript qf 17 th September.) 

"A Voice from a Sufferer.— Mr. Editor : I am a 
victim of the popular excitement about Uncle Tom's 
Cabin. Mrs. Tyke read it in chapters in the New Era 
long ago, and she, as well as the little Tykes, has been 
reading it in two volumes ever since. Never was mortal 
so hunted down by a book before. I have no peace — 
morning, noon, or night. Indian cake at breakfast 
suggests sympathetic allusions to the thousands of poor 
Uncle Toms at the South, who mmt eat hoe-cake or 
die ; dinner is enlivened by conversations upon the inci- 
dents of the work ; and 1 am pestered every evening 
after tea by my eldest daughter's imploring me to hear 
* the last sweet song about little Eva.' The young ladies 
are working fancy sketches of Uncle Tom*s physiognomy 
in black worsted ; the baby has a woolly head^ doll 
whom she tries to call Topsy ; and my house is lumbered 
up with fresh editions of * Uncle Tom*s Cabin,* and 
'Aunt Phillis's Cabin,' and « Southern life as It Is,' 
and * Southern Life as It Is'nt,' and goodness knows 
what else besides. Our youngest has fortunately been 
christened— but Mrs. Tyke gives dark and mysterious 
liints about naming somebody else Eva some of these 
days, if circumstances permit. I am almost driven to 
say that I hope circumstances never will permit. I 
haven't read the book. I won't read it. People say it 
is a remarkable work. I do not doubt it. If it wasn't, 
it never would set all creation so agog. Young ladies 
are astounded that I am ignorant of its contents, and 
throw up their hands, exclaiming, * HavenH read Uncle 
Tom's Cabin?' whereupon a chorus of astonished 
bystanders chime in, •Well, I am surprised!' Will 
not somebody write something or do something to 
change this wearisome subject ? I think of it all day, 
and £'eam of it all night. It will be the death of me. 
But as I say to Mrs. Tyke every morning, as sure as 
my name is John l^ke, I will not read the book. No I 
not even if people point at me in the streets as — 

The Man who has not read * Unele Tom's Cabin,' " 
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West Horseley Chcrch. Surrey. 

In compliance vnth the order from H. T. W., Bengal {tee G. W.'s Current Notee for July last, p. 61). the Church 
of his family burial-place i» here represented, to the exclution qf much intereeting matter, for which G. W. ha» to 
apologize to hie Correspondents, 



Rhyming Tokens. 

Fnlham, Sept. 1852. 
Sir, — Your Correspondents, H. J. R. (August Cur- 
rent Notes) and B. N. (Sep. C. N.) on the subject of 
" Rhyming Tokens,*' appear to differ as to the meaning 
of the following : 

Strike light. 
Weigh right. 

Grain is sold by strike measure, which means full level 
and no more ; now this is managed by a straight rule 
or strike sweeping off all that is piled above the edge 
of the measure. Cheats, with a heavy hand, could so 
bend down the strike in the middle, as to sweep off a 
good deal below the level — therefore, strike light, 
means strike with a light hand, that the measure may 
l>e left full and level. 

Mr. Willis. E. 



Garrick*8 Fribbleriad. 

As a Collector of Curiosities connected with the 
Drama, I have of course a copy of Garrick's Fribbleriad. 

I wish to know, through the medium of Current 
Notes, whether any other collector can and will oblige 
me with information as to the characters introduced. 
After the hero, Fitzpatrick, to whom Tom Davies has 
devoted one gossiping chapter in his Life of Garrick, 
there seems to be no clue to the speakers in the Fribble 
Conclave ; nor am I sure that any real persons were 
intended, but the spirit of the day would be sure to 
introduce real, rather than fictitious characters, so that 
one would be glad to hear what well-read collectors 
have to say about Lord Trip, Sir Cock-a-doodle, Phil 
Whiffle, sir Diddler Patty-pan, and the Rev. Mister 
Marjoram. 

I am, sir, your subscriber and constant reader, 

Mr. Willis. Felthah. 
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AmIRICAN GrO-A-HsADISM. 

September 20th. 

SiB,~ Allow me to suggest to your New York Cor- 
respondent [Current Notes for August, No. XX. p. 6.9,] 
that the language he has addressed towards Mr. Dickens 
is neither civil nor polite, and is quite uncalled for, and 
his insinuation respecting Lord Mahon ui\justifiable. 
Pray, in what relation does Lord Mahon stand to Mr. 
Dickens that they should thus be put side by side like 
two criminals ? Do they write on the same subjects ? 
and is there any similarity in their style ? I think not. 
Further, his logic is bad — we are said to patronize both 
Lord Mahon and Mr. Dickens, and that the English 
patronize a snobbish taste and style. Yet he asserts 
nis lordship to be a gentleman, Mr. Dickens a snob. 
Now it is quite clear that a gentleman and a snob are 
incompatible. Yet Lord Mahon is a gentleman, and 
writes in a snobbish style. Mr. Dickens also writes in 
a snobbish style, but is not a gentleman. So it plainly 
appears from your correspondent that, because Lord 
Mahon is a nobleman, that therefore he is a gentleman ; 
and because Mr. Dickens is not a nobleman, that there- 
fore he is not a gentleman ! 

It is a well-known fact that purse-proud people, as 
the Americans are, who originally were the offsoourine 
of this country, which now they so ungraciously and 
undutifuUy assail, always look with supreme contempt 
on those who are their superiors in education. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Mr. Willis. An Enqushman. 



Bbloe*s Sexagenariak. 

Sir, — I lately purchased from your Catalogue a 
copy of the first edition of " Beloe's Sexagenarian" with 
" a Manuscript Key to the Names," — but I find that 
this MS. Key only deciphers thirty names in the first 
volume, and twenty-eight in the second — which bear 
no proportion to the number left unexplained. 

Can you or any of your Correspondents enable me to 
procure a more complete list of the persons who are 
described in these volumes ? which lose much of their 
value and interest from the want of knowing precisely 
to what individuals they refer. 

In spite of the obloquy with which the work has been 
assailed in some Quarters, I feel convinced that it is 
a valuable piece of literary biography, delineating, with 
little reserve perhaps, but still delineating truthfully, 
the more prominent features of most of the various 
characters which he had met with in the course of hb 
life. I confess my partiality to this sort of literary 
gossip, and shall be much obliged by your furnishing 
me with a more full and complete Index to the Names 
mentioned in these volumes. 

Your obedient servant, 

Mr. Willis. Paul Pry. 



American Propheot on the Gold Discoyeries. 

The effect likely to be produced upon our population 
by the recent discoveries in California, certamly seems 
to tend towards a fulfilment of the almanac prophecy 
of 1798 : 

" When the country is ruled by a taQor bold, 
A beggar shall stitch with a thimble of gold." 



Ancient Chinese Literature. 

A translation from the Chinese, entitled. The Cere^ 
monial Usages of the Chinese, is a book forming a 
category for itself It is done into decent English by 
W. Raymond Gineell, and the original being a work of 
great antiquity, bearing date eleven hundred and 
twenty years before Christ, it gives us some very 
curious pictures of Eastern life prior to the siege of 
Troy and the building of the Pyramids, that is, supposing 
the old chronologies of the world could be reconoled or 
trusted! 

Was Sraksferb Lamb? 

ScHLEQEL says that sufiicient use has not been made 
of Shakspere's Sonnets, as important materials for his 
biography. Let us see what that might lead to. In 
Sonnet xxzYiii. he writes : 

«< As a decrepit father takes delight 

To see Ub active child do dmds of youth. 
So I, made lame by fortune's dearest spite, 
Take all my comfort of thy worth and truth." 

And again, in Sonnet lxxxiz. 

<* Say that thou didst forsake me for some fault. 

And I will comment upon that ofience ; 
Speak of my lameneae, and I straight will halt 

Against thy reasons making no defence." 

Was Shakspere lame? "A question to be asked;** 
and there is nothing in the inquiry repugnant to poetic 
justice, for he has made Julius Caesar deaf in his left 
ear. Where did he get his authority ? 



Dr. Darwin's Prophecy On Steak. 

The following curious prophecy is from Dr. Darwin*s 
" Botanic Garden," published in 1789, but written, it is 
well known, at least twenty years before the date of its 
publication : 

*' Soon shall thy arm, unconquer'd Steam, afar 
Drag the slow barge, or drive the rapid car ; 
Or on wide waving wings expanded bear 
The flying chariot through the fields of air. 
Fair crews triumphant leaning from above 
Shall wave their fluttering 'kerchiefs as they move ; 
Or warrior bands alarm the gaping crowd, 
And armies shrink beneath Uie shadowy cloud : 
So mighty Hercules o'er many a clime 
Waved his huge mace in virtue's cause sublime ; 
Unmeasured strength with early art combined. 
Awed, served, protected, and amased mankind." 
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Sportsi[en*s Terms of the Middle Ages. 
The sporting vocabulary of the middle ages furnishes 
many terms curiously happy in description : a route of 
wolves ; a pace of asses ; a barren of mules ; a tribe of 
goats; a skulk of foxes; a singular of boars; a 
sovvnder of wild swine ; a harras of horses ; a rag of 
coltar; a richess of martens; a husk, or a down of 
hares ; a dowder of cats ; a shrewdness of apes ; and a 
labor of moles. A hart was said to be harbored, a buck 
lodged, a roe-buck bedded, a hare formed, a rabbit set, 
&c. We have also a litter of whelps, and a cowardice 
of curs. 

The Alchymists. 

Birmiogham. 

Sir, — Your correspondent "A Customer and an 
Alchymist" [Current Notes for July, No. XIX. p. 64] 
is informed that a list of books on Alchymy will be 
found in the Bibliotheca Chymica of r. Borellus, 
12mo. ; and that a " Catalogue of Chymicall Books"* 
was published in 1675 by William Cooper, Bookseller, 
at the Pelican in Little Britain, I/>ndon, 12mo. This 
latter is in three parts ; the first had been published 
separately, and the two latter pdded, upon the work 
being appended to the " Philosophical Epitaph of W. C, 
Esq." London, 12mo. 1673. It is under this title that 
your correspondent must search for the Catalogue which 
will be found to contain a most curious and complete 
list of Chemical— or what*is the same Alchemical — works 
published in Europe up to that time. 

Mr. Willis. William Bates. 



Alderman Dowden*s Botany of the Bohbrebns. 

Northampton, Sept. 28, 1852. 

Apropos of Alderman Dowden and his " Botany of the 
Bohereens,** (Current Notes, Au^st, p. 70, and Sept. 
p. 79) allow me to say that Bonereens, about which 
T. H. enquires, means green lanes, and not any parti- 
cular district. *' Botany of the Bohereens *' means the 
Botany of the Green Lanes therefore. Mrs. Crawford 
has used the word in one of her popular songs, 

*' Oh, Dermot Astbore ! bow his fond heart would flutter 
When I met thee by night in the shady boreen." 

G. J. De W. 



^ known to be fictitious document, that it most be fiimiliar to 
most of the readers of 6. W.'s Current Notes. 

It is neither more nor less than a common Jesuitical 
school boy exercise, many specimens of which have been 
forwarded to G. W. 

Album Poetry. — E. thanked. Specimens of the poetry 
of Saml. Rogers, May 13, 1839, although copied from 
his Autograph, were in print, or in ladies' idbums, certainly 
thirty years before that date. Roscoe's lines are per- 
fectly familiar to the ear. So are those signed ** J. Mont- 
gomery," and dated from " the Mount near Sheffield," 
Jan. 25, 1840. Bernard Barton's have probably been 
printed, but they are not remembered, and therefore are 
here printed or reprinted. 

" My signature and date when penn'd 
Thou'rt welcome to, my unknown friend. 

They cost nor time, nor trouble ; 
Though much, I think, my humble name^ 
And minimum of minstrel fame, 
Are both alike, — a bubble." 

Bbrnard Barton. 
Woodbridge, Suflblk, Oct. 16, 1848. 

'< A Collector of Coins," Northampton, Oct. 9, will 
appear if he forwards 10« for engraving the Jetton ; the 
inscription on which he reads inaccurately. 

C. M. J. Tersus the Senior Church Warden, 20th Sept. 
— M. A. S. (Falataffs Comic Annual), 1st Oct.— A.F. K. 
(Francis Hanksbee) 2nd October— F. W. E. (Nursery 
Rhymes)— L. (The Fate of Genius, King's Bench Walk, 
Temple)— R. (Theodore Hook)— F. W. Fairholt, 11 Mont- 
pelier Square, Brompton (Hone's History of Parody)— fi. 
N. (Bermondsey Tokens), and T. F. D. C. (Joseph Ash- 
bury and Oxbeny's Dramatic Chronology) thanked, and 
in type, but must stand over. Albert Smith and his '' Soft 
Soap" on albums received too late as a puff to do him any 
good. Will look again at it. 



Campbell's Adeloitha. 

It is not very dear what is the nature of the clue 
which A. K. (Current Notes for September, p, 78) seeks 
respecting CampbelVs Adelgitha. The Poem is to be 
found in every edition of his collected works. W. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

P. S. P. (30th Sept.) thanked ; but the letter ascribed to 
Richelieu has been so often printed in translation, with 
similar imitations of the style in English of this well 



XMrni tttti ^rifittiftt dDkitttiiq. 

Barnes, John. (Director of the Construction of Steam 
Engines and Vessels for the Service of the Messageries 
Nationales of Franoe). La Clotat, near Marseilles. 
24th September. Aged 54. 

Bradfield, Henry Joseph. Poet. Suicide. St. Alban's 
Hotel, Haymarket. 11th October. Aged 45. 

Colby, Thomas (Major-General). Ordnance Survey. 
R. E. Liverpool. 2nd October. 

FiNniN, William. Engraver. Upper Cheyne-row, Chel- 
sea. 20th September. Aged 66. 

FiSHBK, William (Rear Admiral). Novelist. 38, Bland, 
ford Square. SOth September. Aged 72. 

LiTTA, Pompeo (Count). Italian Genealogist and Anti- 
quary. 17th August. 

Thomson, Thomas. Edinburgh Reviewer, EdiAbnrgh. 
2nd October. 

TowNSBND, Thomas Stuart, D.D. (Lord Bishop of Meath). 
Theology and Education. Malaga. 16th September. 
Aged5L 

Wblsfobd, Henry. Philologist. London Street, Fitvoy 
Square. October 4. 
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' I will make a prief of it in my Note-Book." — Shakspbrb. 



[NOVBMBBB, 1852. 



Was Shakspere Lamb? 

This question, first suggested, I believe, by Capell, 
and now reviveil by your Correspondent (Current Notes, 
p. 8), can only have arisen, as it seems to me, from an 
inconsiderate perusal of the passages which have led to 
the supposition, and a disregard of the immediate con- 
text. Nevertheless, a few words upon the subject may 
not be thought wholly supererogatory, as the belief has, 
somehow, obtained the sanction of high authority— that 
of Sir Walter Scott, for instance, who seems to have 
introduced Shakspere into his novel of " Kenilworth " 
for no other purjiose than to make a gratuitous allusion 
to his deformity, ** He is a stout man at quarter-staff, 
and single falchion,'* says the novelist, " though, as I 
am told, a halting fellowJ' 

In Sonnet zxxvii. I must admit, that there appears 
to be some ambiguity of meaning : — 

** As a decrepit father takes delight 

To see bis active child do deeds of youth ; 
So I, made lame by Fortune's dearest (direst ?) ipite, 
Take all my comfort of thy worth and truth :" — 

but it will surely be evident, that as in the first t wo 
lines the illustration is purely physical, the senile de- 
crepitude of the father being opposed to the youthful 
vigour of his ofl^pring ; so in the two latter, Shakspere, 
proceeding in the adulatory vein of the preceding son- 
nets, has ascribed to himself a merely moral or social 
inferiority, to heiehten by the contrast the " worth and 
truth *' of his idolized friend. But if this interpretation 
of the passage be not accepted, and the literal meaning 
be insisted on, I must take refuge in the 9th line of the 
same sonnet — 

*' So then I am not lame, poor^ nor despised," 

and ask with Malone, "If the words are to be under- 
stood literally, we must then suppose that our admired 
poet was also fwor and despised, for neither of which 
suppositions there is the smallest ground/* 

I now proceed to quote from Sonnet Lxzxix. the other 
passage m which Shakspere is supnosed to assert his 
lameness ; placing before it a few lines from the pre- 
ceding sonnet, which tend to illustrate what I conceive 
to be its only true meaning. Tlie italics are my own : — 

*' When thou shalt be disposed to set me light. 
And place my merit in the eye of Kom, 
Upon thy side, agahut myself, I'H fight. 
And prove thee virtuous though thou art forsworn. 

• • • • 9 

Such is my love, to thee I so belong 

That for thy right myself will bear all wrong. i 

• • • • • 



Say that thou didst forsake me for some fault, 

And 1 will comment upon that offence ; 
Speak of my lameness and I straight will halt, 
Against thy reason making no defence." 
This, amplified into prose, would read, I imagine: — 
" Whenever you may be disposetl to make me appear 
as of little worth, and set my qualities in a contemptible 
light, I, taking part with thee against wyfflf, will aid 
thee in thy object, so that, forsworn as thou art, no 
suspicion may arise of thy candour and truth. 
« * * * » 

" So great indeed is my love— so entirely is my ex- 
istence and its interests absorbed in thine, that I will 
bear any imputation— however unmerited — rather than 
make thee appear cruel and unjust, by shewing the 
falsity of it. 

» « « * « 

•• Thus, ascribe your desertion of me to some fault of 
mine — whatever that may be I will speak of it as if I 
were actually guilty ; shouldst thou say that I labour 
under some Ixwily infirmity — lameness, for instance — 
I would actually assume a limp, lest by my upright gait 
discredit might be thrown upon thy assertion." 

Now if I have taken an erroneous view, and Shakspere 
was actually lame, his promise to ** make no defence *' 
in case of his imperfection being alluded to, becomes 
simply ridiculous, and he would scarcely make a pro- 
mise to **halt," and claim merit for so doing, if he 
could not help it. What, too, can he mean by " bear- 
ing all wrong,*' unless some iryustice were done to him 
in the accusations, of which he immediately after 
speaks ; and " fighting against himself** can only mean 
in this place, his assenting to ii\jurious imnutations. 
Indeed, except upon the supposition Q^f his moral and phy- 
sical integrity, the two Sonnets, from which I have quoted, 
lose all point and force, and become simply absurd. 

It may be also asked, how can the fame which it is 
known Shakspere attained by his performance of the 
Ghost in Hamlet— his greatest character— be reconciled 
with the notion of his physical deformity. 

Your correspondent will find that Charles Knight, in 
his " Shakspere, a Biography,*' has made considerable 
and ingenious use of the Sonnets ; and the matter which 
they, as well as the Dramatic works, afford, for the 
elimination of an imaginative biography of the great 
Bard, has been still further improved in a clever and 
amusine Httle volume, entitled *' Shakspere*s Auto- 
biographical Poems, being his Sonnets clearly developed, 
with his character drawn chiefly from his works, by 
Charles Armitage Brown." London, James Bohn, 1839, 
pp. 306. 

Birmingham, Nov. 1852. Digitiz^by'*'^^t!"^.^ 
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Phcekician Inscriptions. 

I HAVE somewhere read, that Bishop Clayton offered 
a considerable sum of money for a copy of all the inscrip- 
tions in the Wady Elmocatteb, in order that an attempt 
might be made to interpret them : I am, therefore, in- 
clined to think that the learned readers of your excellent 
" Current Notes " will not object to have a little peep 
into the general character of these compositions, which 
have, of late, excited some little curiosity. 

I have diligently read, here and there, many of the 
187 collected m the Transactions of the Royal Society 
of Literature ; and beg you to admit three of them 
among your interesting notes. 

No. 16. " The soldiers of the army of the Rephaim, 
being confounded at the terrible peals of thunder, were 
put to flight at Murait, in the neighbourhood of Sina, 
by the spears of the sons of Turk" (the eldest son of 
Japhet). 

No. 14. *' I am left at the murmuring sound, at Sina, 
weak and afflicted with grief.** 

No. 1. "At Sina, the star of the constellation Virgo 
shot forth a difflision of rays in the midst of heaven ; 
the inner circle being of a white** (pearl) " colour, and 
the outer circle being of a golden colour. 

Nathan Hafi, the Grandfather.** 

The star here described, is given in the same terms 
in Chinese, Sanscrit, Persian, &c. records. See a pic- 
ture of it in Kcempfer's Amcenitates Exoticee, p. 313. 

These writings have, I think, been represented as the 
handy- work of the Israelites during their passage through 
the Wady Elmocatteb ; but, independent of the idea 
that the Israelites either could not, or would not have 
been allowed to engrave figures on a rock ; the inscrip- 
tions themselves shew that they were the work of those 
wlio made a pilgrimage to Sina, or passed through the 
valley to or from Jerusalem, etc., to which may be ad- 
ded, that the language is not Hebrew, but Phoenician. 
I think I may sQso venture to affirm that there is no 
such thing as a catalogue of proper names in the whole 
valley. According to the specimens in my possession, 
there are not more than three or four proper names 
contained in twenty inscriptions. 

I am, sir, yours very truly, 

T. R. Brown. 

October 28th, 1852. 

Nursery Rhymes. 

Your fair Correspondent, Amelia L (Current 

Notes for September, p. 76) who seems puzzled about 
the jingle, — a well known one I may add, of 

ibti if^t litng at tjefiance/' 

may readily see bv the Corporate Seal of Kingston 
upon Thames its historic reference to that town ; and 
this jingle is traditionally said to have been the manner 
in which Lilly, the astrologer, communicated to Charles 
I. that the Corporation of ICingston was actually at the 
command of the Parliament. F W E 



An Allegory or Mortality. 
The following stanzas from ** Ritson's Ancient Songs 
and Ballads,** vol. 1, p. 15. He says that it is prefixed, 
though not connected with a ballad in French, on the 
death of Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, slain at 
the Battle of Evesham, 4>th August, 1265. It presents 
the same play upon words as in the verses inserted in 
the " Current Notes," vol. 1, p. 78, entitled " An Alle- 
gory of Mortality.** The version in the Harleian MSS. 
mentioned by " T. R.** (p. 82), might possibly prove a 
connection of the two, as parts of one original. 
'* Erthe toe of erthe erthe wyth woh 
Erthe other erthe to the erthe droh 
Erthe leyde erthe in erthe ne throh 
Tho hevede erthe of erthe erthe ynoh." 

Syly. 

John Evelyn, Esq. 
In the blank leaf of a copy of the " Sylva*' of this 
great general scholar, in the possession of the philo- 
sophical editor of the last edition of that useful work, is 
the following inscription : 

To the memory 

Of John Evelyn, Esq. 

A man of great learning, of aound jadgment* 

and of extensive benevolence. 

From an early entrance into public life, 

to an extreme old age, 

He consideretl himself as living only for the benefit 

of Mankind. 

Reader, 

Do justice to this illustrious character, 

And be confident, 

That as long as there remains one page of hia 

▼olaminoos writings, 

And as long as Virtue and Science hold their 

abode in this Island, 

The memory of the illustrious Evelyn 

will be held in the highest veneration. 

In the Dedication to the English translation of the 

celebrated Life of Peyresc, by Gassendi, Mr. Evelyn is 

deservedly styled the English Peyresc ; Mr. Evelyn, io 

the general extent of his knowledge, and in his ardent 

zeal for the improvement and communication of science 

and of literature, completely resembling that learned 

Counsellor of the Parliament of Aix in Provence. 

The translation was some time ago presented to a 
great niece of Mr. Evelyn, a lady of great talents for 
epistolary writing. 

Some races are for talents fam'd, 

And parallels display ; 
England's Peyresc is Evelyn nam'd. 
His niece its SMgnS, 

Arms of the Isle of Man. 
" My .signet— my signet — Oh ! you mean that with 
the three monstrous legs, which I suppose was devised 
as the most preposterous device, to represent our most 
absurd majesty of Man."— P^wrt/ of' the Peak, vol. iL 
p. 73. „ 

r V»^ix|oSXPISNTf. 
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Arms or the Isle of Man. 

Sir, — With your permission, I will make a few ob- 
servations on the " Arms of the Isle of Man." There 
is neither difficulty nor mystery ; yet it seems to puzzle 
the Rev. T. R Brown very much. The figure in your 
September number, and also in that of March, is a 
symbol of the year of three seasons generated by the 
sun ; Capricorn being put in to indicate the month in 
which the sun begins his upward course, viz. on the 
25th of December ; it is in fact the same thing as the 
tripod of Apollo, and will therefore mean the same. 
However strange it may appear, nearly all nations ori- 
ginally had but three seasons, and the tripod was the 
symbol. Gebelin gives the best account of it. ** Ce 
tr^pied auquel presidoit Apollon, n'est pas un tr^pied 
ordmaire : c*est Tann^ a trois saisons, suivant les 
Orientaux, qui marchoit ainsi & trois pieds: aussi 
faisoit-on des calendriers & trois jambes, qui partdent 
d*un m^me centre et formoient une espece de roue ; sur 
chaque jambe ^it le detail d*une saison ou de quatre 
mois de Tannee,** &c. (Vol. 1, p. 185.) The Chinese 
also had it : "On assure que le plus ancien simulacre 
religieux que les Chinois ayent fabriqu^, a ^ un tr6- 
pied." (Pauw, Recherches, Vol. 2, page 210.) The 
Egyptians also had three seasons : ** On divisait Tannic 
en trois ^poques principales ou trois saisons.** (Dupuis, 
Origine des Constellations.) The ancient Greeks had 
only three seasons, Eunomia, Dike, and Eirene (Taylor's 
Notes on Pausanias). Hesiocj, Apollodorus, and Diodorus 
Siculus only mention three. (Montfaucon.) On this 
account Minerva was called rpiroysveiat because she 
changed her nature three times a year, in Spring, Sum- 
mer, and Winter. All the Northern nations had only 
three seasons ; for Freja is described in the Edda as 
having sometimes a black, sometimes a green, and some- 
times a white dress. Freja corresponds to Minerva, or 
Isis. Bailly was unable to account for all nations hav- 
ing three seasons, except on the supposition that it 
originally came from the North. ** En descendant h 
des latitudes moins boreales, vers le 7^^** oil la nuit n'est 
plus qne de 4 mois, on trouveroit peut-etre I'origine de 
ces annees singuli^res, et de la revolution solairc par- 
tag6e en trois saisons. Dans nos climats Tastronomic 
n'ofFre aucun moyen de faire ce partage de Fannee, il 
devient naturel sous le parallele de 7.9*> ou le soleil, 
invisible pendant 4 mois, s'elevant sur Thorison vers le 
pole dans un pareil inter valle, et em ploy ant le m^me 
temps k redescendre, divise Tannee en trois saisons." 
(Bailly, Histoire de TAstronomie, page 104.) Again, 
*^ Mais les ann6es de quatre mois sont plus singulieres. 
Nous n'ignorons pas one les anciens auteurs nous disent, 
qu'il n*y avoit autrefois que trois saisons k Tannic qui 
par cons^uent etoient de quatre mois." (Page 158.) 
Though all nations had only three seasons once, yet 
they all had four subsequently. The Chinese appear to 
have been the first who used four seasons. " L'Em- 
pereur (Yao) appella Hi et Ho, et leur dit : remarquez 
une p^node de 366 jours; Tintercalation d'une lune et 
la determination des quatre saisons servent k la dispo- 



sition parfaite de Tannee." (Le Chou-king, by Gaubil, 
p. 7.) Yao lived 2357 years b. c. In Egypt, Osiris 
was killed by Typhon the 17th of the month Paophi ; 
this was formerly the Autumnal Equinox ; the reign of 
Typhon then commences, and continues till the Vernal 
Equinox, when the death of Osiris is avenged by Horns; 
and the evil introduced by Typhon is repaired. This is 
a space of six months, and constituted one season ; viz., 
Winter. Autumn was unknown to the ancients ; what 
we now call Autumn was what they called Winter ; and 
it lasted six months. I believe originally they had 
only two seasons, the reign of the good and the bad 
principle, each beginning and ending at the equinoxes. 
At a later period, the death of Osiris was transferred 
to the 17th of the month Athyr, and, as I conjecture, 
to make room for Serapis, the representative of the 
Sun, at the Autumnal Equinox. Plutarch states that 
Ptolemy the Saviour, in consequence of a dream intro- 
duced the statue of Serapis into Alexandria ; this must 
have been about 300 b. c. Is this the date of the 
introduction of Autumn in Egypt? A history of Autumn 
and Serapis would be deeply interesting, if written 
by a person of erudition ; it would be found so inter- 
woven with the doctrines of Christianity as would fill 
the public mind with astonishment. 

With respect to the legend (in March No.), it is easy 
to explain. The sun at the top of the mountain (viz., 
Summer Solstice) in descending to the bottom (viz. 
Winter Solstice) arrives at Capricorn, and of course is 
changed into a goat, tHen ascending, and arriving at 
Aries, he becomes a sheep. Personify the sun, and 
the legend is beautifully true. This allegory is still 
used in the New Testament. (Matt. xxv. 32, 33.) 
To feel the full force of the allusion in Scripture, it is 
necessary to bear in mind that the goat is in the region 
of darkness, and the sheep in the region of light. 

*' Top of the Mountain." 

Otlrisuiumphnnton his throne. 

Summer Solstice. 



Typhon trinm* 
phant. 

Autumnal equi- 
nox. 
Death ut Osirlic. 




Vernal equinot 

Line of separa- 
tion of (toats 

und ibeep. 
Hums trium- 
phant. 
Death of Ty- 
phon. 



Winter Solstice. 

Birth of Horuf. 

•* The Plain beL.w." 



Diagram illustrating years of two, three, and four seasons ; 
also the legend of Mona, and Matt. xxv. 31, 32, 33. 

With respect to the Magi, the star at each leg does 
not represent them, but the Sun, the generator of each 



92 



WILLIS'S CURRENT NOTES 



leg or season; the man's face also is the sun. The 
three stars called Magi are the three stars of Orion's 
helt : their names are Magalat, Galgalat, and Saraim. 
They have heen called Magi and Kings from time 
immemorial. 

Hoping the above will settle the question of the 
" Arms of the Isle of Man/* 

I am, yours respectfully, 

F. Snaith, M.D. 

Holbeach, Nov. lltb, 1852. 



BiRMONDSET TOKENS. 

I HAVE much pleasure in communicating, through 
you, to your Correspondent, R. T. S. (" Current Notes" 
for September, No. xxi. p. 76), what information I pos- 
sess (scanty though it be) about Bermondsey Tokens. I 
believe only two are known of that locality, struck 
during the eighteenth century ; and both were issued by 
Thomas Keys, the proprietor of the Spa Gardens. Their 
deWces are 

No. 1. Ob. Two keys, and between them, T. K. in 
monogram. 

Legend—" Bermondsey Spa Gardens." 

R. A group of musical instruments, and in the centre 
of them a flaming heart : date " 1789." 

No. 2. Ob. Inscription across the field ; " T. Keys, 
Bermondsey Spa Gardens, 1796 " 

R. Similar to that of No. 1. 

It will be observed that there is an interval of seven 
years between the two dates. My impression is, that 
these pieces were not tokens at all, from their not having 
the word " Token " or " Halfpenny" upon them, and not 
being made " payable " anywhere. They were probably 
used as checks, or tickets of admission ; and they are 
of such extremely coarse workmanship as to favour the 
idea that they were struck by a common blacksmith. 

According to Lysons, the Spa was not discovered 
until 1770, out Keys was proprietor of the gardens in 
1765. In 1778, he obtained a license for music, and 
gradually introduced a variety of amusements similar to 
those which prevailed at Vauxhall. Probably they 
very much resembled those now so popular at the Surrey 
Zoological Gardens, for Keys, though a self-taught 
artist, produced a representation of the siege of Gibral- 
tar which covered several acres of ground, and which 
seems to have been the prototype of Mr. Danson's scenic 
paintings at the Surrey Zoological Gardens. The Spa, 
which was chalybeate, never had much repute, and 
does not appear to have been resorted to for purposes of 
health. 

There are several small Bermondsey tokens of the 
seventeenth century,* but they are of little interest, and 
the question of R. T. S. seems only to apply to those of 
Keys's time. 

B. N. 

* See " Akerman's Tradesmen's Tokensi ciuTent in 
London between 1648 and 1672. 



Curiosities of Earlt Periodical Literature. 
The Punch of the Commonwealth. 

It is not a little remarkable that we should be in- 
debted to the psalm-singing days of the Commonwealth 
for the first English periodical devoted to fun and satire. 
On the 8th of April, 1652, under the very nose of his 
Highness the Protector, was published the first number of 

*' Mercurios Democritus, or a true and Perfect Noctor- 
nall, commanicating many strange Wonders, out of the 
World in the Moon, the Antipodes, Muggy -land, Tenebris, 
Fary-land, Gieen-land. and other adjacent countries. Pub- 
lished for the Right Understanding of all the Mad-merry 
People of Great Bedlam.'' 

The size is the usual small 4to. of the journals of the 
period, and its matter consists of sarcastic comments 
upon passing events, together with a plentiful sprink- 
ling of fictitious intelligence, narrated with a deal 
of nroad humour, but the ^dt, if wit it can be called, is 
of so gross a nature, that I fear your lively contemporary 
would scarcely feel complimented by the assimilation 
conveyed in the heading. Here and there, however, I 
can pick out a paragraph which will give the readers 
of Current Notes an idea of the literary ware which 
amusod their ancestors of the Commonwealth. 

Blake and Van Tromp are blazing away in the 
Channel, and the hits at the Dutch are consequently 
numerous, and appear to •* take.*' 

** There is a fresh- water sea-man lately come sick home 
from the navy, saith that the Dutch Fleet lies so heavy on 
many of the seamen's stomachs since the last engagement, 
that their breaths smell of nothing ever since but pickled 
herrings." 

And again a short time after — 

** The Dutch have lately devised a stratagem to keep 
their harbours from freezing, by placing in every haven a 
fire ship that's so hot that it thawes the ice fisster than it 
freezeth." 

Lilly also is fair game. 

" Will. Lilly hath put in Bayle, and hath his liberty on 
condition that he will make the aspect of Mara and Saturn 
to be more milde, and for his penance to take the Carter's 
Whip and jerk the Beares three times round about tlie 
pole, and after this to be put again into his primer and to 
learn to forsake the devil and all his works." 

The unfortunate star-gazer appears to have excited 
the wrath of Mercurius m no small degree — scarce a 
number in which he is not roughly handled. 

Here is another — 

** Mr. Lilly hath been missing certain days ; some think 
he bath made away himself ; others affirm that he is me- 
tamorphosed into an owle, that sings by daylight and writes 
all night in a hollow tree ; others say he was overtook by 
an old lame shepherd in the Zodiac, mounted on the 
Dragon tail," etc. 

The polemical spirit of the times is la.shcd with a free 
hand, but the extreme coarseness of the satire renders 
it unfit for your columns. In one number it is recorded 
that 

*' To-morrow is a great dispute at the/Bwe^prden be- 
Oigitized by VjCTO ^^.^ 
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tween a Presbyterian Chamber-maid, who bath challenged 
an Independent Fish-woman, to dispute with her about the 
point of Predestination/' 

A discussion which probably came off at a time men- 
tioned further on, " when 3 tydes flow'd in the New 
River, and a quire of Mermaids heard to sing wonder- 
fully sweetly by Jack Adams of Clerkenwell/'^ 

"fhe lover of folk-lore and popular customs will meet 
with much interesting matter m these columns, where 
the manners of the period are more faithfully and 
vividly depicted than in any other with which I am 
acquainted, always excepting the daguerreotypes of " the 
curious Mr. Pepys." From the following it would 
appear that the rites of St. Valentine were not formerly 
confined to pen and paper. 

" A young gentlewoman, casting her apron over her face, 
because she should see nobody till she came to her sweet- 
heart's bedside, on Valentine's morning, was met withal in 
the street by another spark, who claiming her for his 
Valentine, and offering to salute her, she denied to uncover 
her lips, whereupon he kissed her apron, which another 
seeing him, and laughing at him, he told him he was but a 
fool to laugh at him, for the gentlewoman's lips tasted 
sweetest when strained through her aprou !" (No. 85.) 

The editor appears to have been a madcap Royalist, 
always in hot water on account of his vile personalities. 
The publication was very irregular, and the tavern- 
haunters were often left some weeks without their 
favourite. At such times, we gather from the insinua- 
tions of rival journals that Democritus was in durance. 
One fine day, however, he yielded up the ghost in earnest, 
and not long after there came forth a little pamphlet, 
now of the most excessive rarity, entitled, ** A Hue and 
Cry after Mercurius Democritus.— yes, yes, yes ! 
If any man, woman, or cbild, in city or country, can 
tell any tale or tidings of a laughing, merry conceited 
fellow, called Mercurius Democritus, who hath been 
lost about ten weeks, and can by no means be found 
or heard of, let them bring word to the crier or 
bearer hereof, and they shall l^ well rewarded for their 
pains," 

After giving a humorous description of a poor author 
of that era—which, by the way, presents a sad similarity 
to that of one of the present— the writer winds up with 
a pathetic ** sonnet," relating his quest after his friend, 
whom he purports to have found where few of your 
readers would care to follow him. 

** To Wood Street Counter then I came, 
Where in a darksome cell 
I called Democritus by name. 
Who cry'd out I'm in hell. 
On Cerberus I then did fly, 
For to redeem my friend, 
And then I oeaz'd my hue and cry 
And so I made 

An End." 



Joseph Ash bury. 

" A Theatrical Amateur" is informed that Joseph 
Ashbury was bom in London, in 1638. He was of good 
family ; his father married a near relative of Sir Walter 
Raleigh. He was educated at Eton, and 8ubse(]uently 
through the interest of his friends obtained a pair of 
colours in the army under the Duke of Ormond. He 
went over to Ireland in the last year of CromwelVs 
administration, and was one of the officers who seized 
Dublin Castle, when Governor Jones was made prisoner, 
and secured in behalf of Charles II. When tne Duke 
of Ormond became Lord Lieutenant, he was appointed 
one of the gentlemen of his retinue, and in 1682, throueh 
the influence of the Duke, was made Master of tne 
Revels. He married twice ; his first wife was a sister 
of Richards, the eminent actor ; and his second a Miss 
Darling, a clergyman*s daughter, by whom he had 
several children. Joseph Ashbury was perhaps the best 
actor of his day. Chetwood, who knew him in the 
latter part of his career, says his person, figure, and 
manner in Don Quixote were inimitable. Another 
favourite character was Careless, in ** The Committee." 
His wife was also a good actress ; and having an interest- 
ing person and a winning countenance, acquitted herself 
with considerable credit, particularly as Mrs* Pinek^ 
w\fe, in Wycherly's comedy of "The Country Wife." 

Joseph Ashbury excelled in teaching others the 
"noble art," and had the honour of instructing the 
Queen when she was Princess Anne; and performed 
the part of Semandra in a play acted at Whitehall by 
persons of the highest rank. 

He died July 24s ^720, in the 82nd year of his age, 
retaining his judgment to the last moment of his life. 

Another noted actor of that time was Joe Trefusis ; 
and while I am on the subject, perhaps a few anecdotes 
of him may not be out of place. He was the original 
Trapland in " Love for Love ;'' and distinguished him- 
self as a low Comedian, and was famous for dancing an 
awkward country clown. It seems he was very fond of 
fishing, and on one occasion was eiijoying his usual 
sport on the banks of the LifFey, when some friends 
were on the point of embarking for England— Joe wish- 
ed to see them safe on board, and |rave his fishing-rod 
to a friend on shore to take care of till his return ; how- 
ever, he was prevailed upon by his companions to ac- 
company them to London, where he arrived with his 
fishing clothes upon his back, not a second shirt, and 
only a few shillings in his pocket His companions left 
him at London, and a noted actor, named Wilks, found 
him gazing at the Dial in the square of Covent Garden. 
He hardly knew him at first, but by his particular eait, 
which was beyond all imitation. When he asked nim 
how he came there and in that plight, " Hum ! ha ! 
why faith, Bobby," replied Joe, " I only came from 
Dublin to see what a clock it was at Covent Garden !" 
However, Wilks supplied him with money and clothes, 
and sent him back to Ireland. 

Yours, Ac. 

British Moaeam, Nov. 1852. A BooKWORX. 
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Theodore Hook. 

In reviewing — I mean looking over your " Current 
Notes," I perceive frequent allusions to poor Theodore 
Hook, some of them dull enough, but I do not re- 
member to have seen in print the foUowing ban mots, to 
the credit of which he is fairly entitled. 

When leaving a somewhat crowded and miscellaneous 
party one evening at the same moment with the Duke 
of Rutland, his Grace's hat had been so carefully de- 
posited by some obsequious servant as not readily to be 
discovered. ** I wish you would find my hat,** said the 
Duke, somewhat impatiently. 

" And I wish," said Hook almost in a whisper at the 
Duke's ear, *' that you could only find me such another 
(Belvair — ^pronounced) Beaver." 

Hook it is well known aided the late Thomas Haynes 
Bayly, the lyrist, " Butterfly Bayly," as he was called 
(the ** Grub" Bayly of Inaokby when found at luncheon 
in Cleveland-row), to Jodge his creditors through 
London. On his way to Boulogne, where, I think, 
Bayly died, his previous pecuniary anxieties had 
seriously affected his health, and Hook prescribed for 
him a drive upon Putney Heath. Bayly was at this 
time in or nearly on the verge of the rules of the 
Bench, but he contrived by going quietly in the dusk 
by the Surrey side of the water to reach Hookas cottage 
at Fulham or Putney unrecognised. 

Here he dined and slept, and in the afternoon of the 
following day, kind — "a fellow feeling makes us 
wondrous kind" — good-natured, and generous Hook 
proposed to drive Bayly through the quiet green lanes 
of Roehampton, where Hook asserted there was no 
chance of any unpleasant recognition taking place. 

However, they were recognised in going across 
Barnes Common, and Hook whipped on his cab with the 
view of placing his friend in safety before any un- 
pleasant enquiries could be made. 

In endeavouring to make his way towards Richmond 
Park he was stopped by a bar not to be overcome by 
payment of a toll, for which he tendered a shilling. The 
stolid gate-keeper's enquiry was, *• Are you authorized ?" 

" Yes," said Hook in his own sometimes peculiar and 
solemn manner, pointing first to Haynes Bayly and 
then to himself ; " AutJwrized enough I promise you." 

The gate was flung open with a low bow, the shilling 
flung upon the ground by Hook, who muttered 

"This is the 

Prince Bally-Bdtterfly — 

And I am his Highnesses attendant, 

Hook-am-Snivbe." 

Another and more respectful bow. 

" Hark ye, old man," said Hook drawing up, " Mind 
who you let through this gate. We are going upon 
Hippopotimus business express, and should any one 
enquire after us, you can explain the matter to him 
clearly, very clearly to him. You now know who we 
are. Good morning ;" and so Hook drove off trium- 
phantly, 

R. 
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Thomas Gent. 
Can any of your Correspondents furnish me with a 
complete list of the works published by Thomas Gent, 
Printer, of York, during the last century ? Chalmers 
enumerates a few. I notice, however, an error in his 
biography. He states Gent was bom at York, though 
in one of his poems, the latter expressly says, 

'* In fair Hibemia first I sucked in breath.'* 

Eboracsnsis. 



<* Castle Cornet*' in Gueenset. 

I ah most anxious to learn the exact period of the 
commencement of the erection of Castle Comet in the 
Island of Guernsey. If you or any of your friends can 
give it I shall be most happy, and am. Sir, 

A subscriber to your valuable Current Notes^ 
H.R. 

Haunted House at Willinoton; 

Decidedlt the best and most authentic ghost story 
of the nineteenth century is that related by Mrs. Crowe 
in her Nwht-side of Nature^ and by Mr. Richardson 
in his TaSU Book, of the haunted house at Willington, 
near Newcastle-on-Tyne. The names of Mr. Howitt 
and several members of the Society of Friends are 
given as vouchers for the truth of the statements, and 
the whole affair appears to wear a respectable and 
trustworthy aspect. The details in the works alluded 
to are so curious that one naturally wishes to know 
something further. Will some of your Tyne-dale cor- 
respondents say whether the house is still standing, and 
if so are the ** noises ** still heard ? Has the imposture 
or illusion ever been satisfactorily explained, and who 
are the present occupiers ? Above all I would wish to 
enquire the title and date of the very suspicious *' old 
book** in which Mr. Proctor found an account of 
former ghostly proceedings on the same spot. An ex- 
posure or explanation of this aflfair would, I have no 
doubt, be interesting to many of your correspondents 
who, like myself, have been puzzled by its seeming 
straightforwardness. 

Sir William Segar. 

Ihaye somewhere read that Sir William Segar, 
Garter King at Arms, was imprisoned for granting the 
Royal Arms of Arragon (with a canton of Brabant) to 
George Brandon, the common hanfjmun^ but it afterwatrds 
becoming evident that he had been imposed upon, he 
was released. Does any authority exist for this state- 
ment ? Yours, &c. 

Heraldic us. 

Washington —Milton. 

Who was the Washington to whom Toland ascribes 
the translation of Milton^ celebrated Defence of the 
English People ? Was he an ancestor of the famous 
American liberator? S. W„ 
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Ancibnt Chair.— On looking over your " 
Notes,*' I find in January, July, August, and Dc 




do so, and at my expense. 



Current 
December, 
1851, several woodcuts 
of chairs. I have an 
ancient one in my 
possession, of very dark 
mahogany; the carving 
of the arms, eagles* 
heads, as also the claw 
legs, being very bold 
and spirited ; the co- 
lumns at the hack are 
chaste. As the chair 
is very different from 
those figured in your 
** Notes," I have care • 
fully sketched it, and 
if you think it worth 
engraving for such of 
your reiuiers as are 
curious in chairs, pray 

G. Slade Butler. 



Sir Walter Scott's First Love. 
In answer to the query of ** M. M. P." in your last 
number, as to who was Sir Walter Scott*s first love, 
" the goddess of his idolatry,". I beg to say she was a 
Miss Stuart, daughter of Sir John Stuart of Fettercairn, 
in the county of Kincardine, one of the Barons of the 
Court of Exchequer. The more favoured suitor was the 
late Sir William Forbes, Bart., the eminent banker. 
Sir William was a gentleman of a very high caste in 
every sense of the word, highly educated, very hand- 
some, but shy and difiadent. I have not read Lockhart*s 
life since its first publication, but I remember to have 
had the same feeling at the time as " M. M. P." that 
there was unneces.sary fastidiousness in suppressing the 
name of this lady, for I am certain its mention could 
give no possible offence to her family. Wlien Sir Walter 
was overtaken by misfortune, the first of his friends to 
come to his aid was Sir William. In a letter written 
at the time, or entry in a diary (I forget which), given 
by Lockhart, Sir Walter feelingly a^udes to the circum- 
stance, that Sir William should be so intertwined with 
his fortunes at their most interesting periods. 

North BrUiah Daily Mail, 

The Battle of Waterloo.— In the Courier of 
Tuesday, June 20th, 1815, a rumour was mentioned of 
Napoleon " having been defeated in a great battle near 
Brussels, on Sunday evening, in which he lost all his 
heavy artillery." Tlie officiiu despatches, it will be recol- 
lected, did not reach London till midnight on Wednesday. 
Taking into consideration the absence of steam-commu- 
nication, the circumstance appears totally inexplicable ; 
but I should be glad to have any of your corresoondents' 
suggestion. Your classical readers will no doubt call to 
mind the somewhat similar occurrence related of the 
battle of Platcea. L. M. 



Hone's History op Parodt. 

Hone's History of Parody, which your cor- 
respondent (M. L.) enquired al>out in your August 
number, [xx. p. 72.] is one of those projected books 
never completed by the projector. Hone advertized it 
shortly after his famous trials, finding that the curious 
collections he had made on the subject of Parodif, and 
which he used for his defence, would be a good nucleus 
for such a work. Soon after his death his collections 
were sold, (at Southgate's, Feb. 25, 1843) and I subjoin 
the description of four lots from the Sale Catalogue, as 
specimens of his gatherings on the subject : — 

Lot 2T2. Sheet Paro<lies— A • very extensive and 
curious collection from the year 1664 to 1820 ; Book of 
the Acts of the Regent; Bonaparte's Ten Command- 
ments ; The Baker's Chronicle ; The Evening Lesson, 
1742 ; Book of the Chronicles of the Chief Minister of 
England, 1745 ; Old England's Te Deum ; Form of In- 
tercession for the Delivery of John Wilkes ; Tryal of the 
Doff of Heriot's Hospital, 1682, &c. 

Lot 274. The Beau's Catechism; Ladies' Catechism ; 
and a large Collection of Religious and Secular Parodies. 

Lot 275. Parodies relating to the Rebellion, 1745 ; 
Chronicle of William the Son of George ; Lamentations 
of Charles the Son of James, for the Loss of the Battle 
of Culloden, &c. 

Lot 276. The Ranelean Religion, with the Liturgy, 
1750; Sermon to a Congregation of Glass Bottles, 
1715, &c. 

No one could have done the book better than Hone ; 
he had great literary knowledge, and a true appreciation 
of humour. Such tracts and broadsides are of the 
greatest rarity; and many years constant search is 
requisite to obtain them. Such a book as he proposed 
to do, would be still both curious and acceptable. 

F. W. Fairholt. 

11, Montpelier Square, Brompton. 

Smoking in the West of England. 
How was it that for some time after the introduction 
of tobacco its use was principally confined to the inhabi- 
tants of the Western and Southern counties? An hitherto 
unquoted passage, in a curious little book, entitled, 
" Maggots, or Pieces on several subjects never before 
handled,** Lond. 1685, places this in a curious light : 
The West is the Tobacco pipe's chief throne, 
He there like Saxon Monarch reigns alone ; 
Wild Irish Bratts, as soon as brrath they draw, 
Are dosed with a kind cap of Usquebaugh. 
Discretion bids ns learn where'er we can, 
Since wiser brutes have often tutored man ; 
Thus Western children, tbo' not quite so ripe 
As theirs, are wean'd on a Tobacco pipe." 
on which a note remarks : ** Tis common in some parts 
of the West for children, no higher than their lace- 
peels, to sit working and smoking." (p. 51.) 

Can any reader oner any satisfactory explanation of this 
beyond the mere fact of the preponderance of the custom 
among the denizens of Soutnern api^ Eastern climates ? 
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American Fbbb Libraries. — The Boston papers 
give particulars of a most princely donation recently 
made towards establishing a public library in that city. 
Mr. Joshua Bates, of the London house of Baring and 
Co. has written a letter to the Board of Aldermen, in 
which he munificently offers to contribute a sum of 
50,000 dollars, £10,000 sterling. The immense call 
for books whicli now exists in the various popular insti- 
tutions of New England argues well for the literary cul- 
ture of the American people. It appears, from a report 
now before us, that the number of volumes taken out by 
the members of the Boston Mercantile Library was 
about six times greater than the whole number of books 
belonging to the Society. Thus, with a library of 1 2,000 
books, upwards of 70,000 volumes were charged to the 
members on the librarian's le<lger. This is putting a 
library to its legitimate and practical uses. We hope 
to see the noble example of the New England States 
extensively followed in the South. 

Sale of Robert Burns's MSS. and other valu- 
able Literary Property, at Edinburgh. ' 

The very interesting series of letters which Burns ad- 
dressed to the late George Thomson, were sold by Mr. 
Nisbet, at the close of the sale just completed of the 
library of the late Mr. C. B. Tait. Tlie volume was put 
up at 200 guineas, and, after a keen competition, was 
knocked down for 260 guineas. The purchaser is an 
English nobleman, whose name has not yet transpircfl ; 
but we are able to communicate what our readers, we 
are assured, will rejoice to learn, that there is every 
probability that the volume will remain in Scotland. A 
set of the Bannatyne Club Books, sold on the same day, 
w^as bought for the Earl of Northesk, at the price 
of £141. 15.?. The books were generally well chosen, 
and in fine bindings. The foUowmg is a note of some 
of the more interesting lots :~Musee Prancais, 4 vols. 
£64. 1* ; the Dresden Gallery, £38. 17^ ; the Florence 
Gallery, £35. 149 ; the original edition of Lodge's Por- 
traits of Illustrious Personages, 4 vols. £35. 1 45 ; the 
smaller edition of the same work, in 1 2 vols. £29. 8^ ; 
Pickering's Fac-simile Reprints of the Six Books of 
Common Prayer, £16. 10*; Rymer's Foedera, 20 vols. 
£22. 10«; Tillotson's Works, 14 vols. £13. 13s Pope's 
Works, 20 vob. £15. 15^ ; Le Brun, Galerie des Pein- 
tres Flamands, £12. 12^; Montfaucon, L'Antiquite 
Expliqu6e, 15 vols. £17. 6s 6d; Visconti, II Museo Cle- 
mentine, 9 vols, a gift from the Pope to Cardinal 
Wiseman, £26. 5* 6rf; Etruria Pittrice, 2 vols. 
£12.15 64; Bacon's Works, 4 vols. £9.; Claude, 
Liber Veritatis, 3 vols. £21. ; a curious collection of 
Kay*s Portraits, 5 vols. £21. ; Galerie du Mus6e Napo- 
leon, 11 vols. £16. 165; the Bible, printed by Barker 
in 1616, £12. 12^. 



Spungino-house. — Unde derivatur ? for certainly a 
spunging-house is the very last place to spunge in ? 

Seedy Whitecross. 



Whitehall Reliques. — It is well known for a long 
time after the Restoration objects from Whitehall were 
preserved among the old cavalier families with the most 
religious veneration. The clock which, I believe, stoo<l 
in the ante-chamber, and regulated the time of the 
Royal Martyr's execution, was in the possession of Mrs. 
Forrester, of Great Brickhill, Bucks, about the year 
1798. 

Can any of jrour readers inform me where this in- 
teresting curiosity is now ? W. B. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

G. Willis begs to express his acknowledgments for the 
numerous interesting communications which have been for- 
warded to him, and will feel obliged by the receipt of any 
original articles on subjects, either of a literary or an anti. 
quarian nature. Woodcuts, illnstrative of subjects requir- 
ing them, will be executed at his expense. 

AU communications intended for insertion in the " Ctcr- 
reni NoUa" must be accompanied by the Writer's real 
name and address, which are merely required as a guarantee 
of his good faith, and not for publication, except at his 
desire. 

XMiX^ anlt Iritnttfit (!i)littiian|. 

Anoblo, Henry. Author of Pic Nic Papers ; Remini- 
scences of his Father, &c. ; Superintendent of Sword 
Exercise to the Army. Brighton, October 14th. 
Aged 72. 

Bayard, Dr. Medical Writer. Paris. Lately. 

Berry, Miss Editor of Horace Walpole's Works, &c. 
Curzon St. Nov. 20. Aged 89. 

Clark, W. Tiemey. Engineer of the Hammersmith 
Suspension Bridge, Shoreham Suspension Bridge, 
Suspension Bridge of Buda-Pesth, &c. Hammersmith, 
September 22. 

CoLBRinoK, Sara, widow of Henry Nelson Coleridge, and 
only daughter of Samuel Taylor Coleridge. Miscel- 
laneous Writer. Chester Place, Regent's Park, 
May 3. Aged 49. 

Gibson, John. Artist. Accidentally. Edinburgh. Oct. 8. 

GiOBBaTi, Signor. Religious and Political Writer. Rome. 
Lately. 

Mantell, Gideon Algernon. Geological Writer. Author 
of Wonders of Geology; Medals of Creation; and 
numerous other valuable works. His Collection of 
Fossils was purchased for the British Museum for 
£5,000. Chester Square, November 10. Aged 6.'). 

Morton, Saville. Paris Correspondent of the ** Daily 
News." By the hand of his friend, Mr. Bower. 
Paris, October 1. 

RvYNOLDS, John Hamilton. Brother-in-Law to Thomas 
Hood. Contributor to Periodicals 

Saltin, Rev. Hugh. Vicar of Alston, Cumberland. 
Miscellaneous Writer. September 28. Aged 80. 

Shrewsbury, Earl of. Religious Controversial Writer. 
Naples, Nov. 9. Aged 63. 

Webster, DanieL Secretaiy of State, 17. S. Oct 24. 
Aged 70. 

WiLLSoN, Isaac. Mechanist. Paragon Buildings, Bath. 
Lately. 
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** I will make a prief of it in my Note-Book."— Sh a kspeee. 



[December, 1852. 



Booksellers in the Seventeenth Century. 

Among the collection of pamphlets in the British 
Museum, is one entitled : — 

** The Proposal of William Laycock, of the Inner Tem- 
ple, Gent, for raising a Fund for buying up a stock of scarce 
stitcht Books and Pamphlets ; amongst which all bookish 
Gentlemen well know are to be found abundance of excel- 
lent Tracts and Discourses." 

Laycock married the daughter of Miller, a London 
stationer, and in 16.93 compiled a catalogue of his stock, 
which consisted of above two thousand reams of loose 
papers and pamphlets. He subsequ ntly published the 
above notable plan of a Subscription Library, to consist 
of a complete collection of tracts on every variety of sub- 
ject. The money subscribed was to lie veste<l in the 
hands of certain booksellers as trustees. Some idea of 
its extent may be formed from the tempting list of wares 
which he submitted to his readers, — sufficient to have 
delighted the heart of a modern Bibliomaniac. For 
reverend divines he had pamphlets on every shade of 
doctrine and discipline, pro and con, Presbyterians, In- 
dependents, Anabaptists, Brownists, Familists and Cal- 
vinists. To the worthy citizens of London were offered, 
Acts of the Common Council, Orders ma<le by the Lord 
Mayor to redress certain grievances as to excess in 
Wearing Apparel, Tippling on Sundays, about Water- 
men and Carmen, Disbursements for St. PauPs Church, 
and Proposal for Insurance from Fire. There were 
tracts on Law, Mathematics, and Trade, besides a tole- 
rable sprinkling of Parliamentary Speeches. "To such 
persons who are so curious as to dive into the private 
intrigues of State,'* were submitted civil and military 
tracts from Henry VIII. to William III. Gentlemen 
who delighted in hitsbandry might have a first-rate col- 
lection on planting, timber trees, gardening, silkworms, 
bees, >ineyards, drainage and turnip seed, besides a 

foodly array of books on angling, fowling, hawking, 
orsemanship, and hop gardens. For silch as desir^ 
them, there was a choice collection of Travels, ancient 
and modern, while astrologers and lovers of the marvel- 
lous might revel in the possession of a splendid variety 
of prodigies, visions, prophecies, prognostics, apparitions, 
witches, ghosts, and demons. Gentlemen might have a 
dainty treat with ceremonies of coronations, entertain- 
ments, funeral processions, London triumphs and pa- 
geantries. I»vers of news might feast to their hearts' 
content on all the newspapers pimlished during the Great 
Civil War— the Parliament Scout, the Scotch Dove, the 
Diurnal, Moderate Intelligencer, Mercurius Rusticus, 
Pragmaticus, London Gazettes, London Mercuries, Eng- 
lish Courants, and Pacquets of Advice from England, 
Ireland and Rome. Soldiers might fight their battles 



o*er again in tracts on war, encampments, gunpowder, 
mining, battles and sieges. Government might even 
be tempted with old Acts of Parliament, Proclamations 
and Orders of Councils : and antiquaries ponder over a 
goodly row of topographical and county histories. Sur- 
geons, " those fleaing rascals," as Gay calls them in the 
Be/ff/ars Opera, might here study treatises on the 
falling sickness, on fevers, agues, and the King's evil, 
besides becoming initiated in all the mysteries otaurum 
potabile, and transmutation of metals. General readers 
too were not forgotten ; their appetite for literature 
might be duly regale<l on tracts of all kinds, from Poetry 
to the Popish Plot. The pamphlet closes with the names 
of certain booksellers who had agreed to receive sub- 
scriptions, namely, 

Mr. Crouch, in Comhill, 

Mr. Sprint, in Little Britain, 

Mr. Hillyard of York, &c. &c. 
and a list of the guineas already subscribed for the fur- 
therance of " so good a design." 

Another pamphlet is as follows :—" Proposals most 
humbly offered to all noblemen and gentlemen who are 
curious in books." 

*• It having been observed," says the author, " that a 
proper correspondent in Paris would be of great service to 
the learned for procuring not only new books, but also any- 
thing curious in any branch of literature, as MSS. &c. &c. 
as well as sending early advice of all sales and auctions of 
books, and catalogues, or for transacting any other affairs 
in the learned and curious way ;** 

wherefore, stimulated by all these praiseworthy reasons 
doubtless, we find the author, George Richmond, a per- 
son duly qualified, as he tells us, modestly offering the 
aid of his valuable and efficient services, to reside in 
Paris, and execute commissions for his subscribers at 
the annual charge of two guineas. All books, we are 
told, were to be supplie<l at prime cost. 

Some curious facts are recorded in a tract, called, 
"The Case of the Booksellers trading beyond sea, hum- 
bly ofTered to the Honorable House of Commons." It 
appears that in a bill then pending a clause was inserted 
for laying an additional duty on all books imported from 
abroad (besides the duty to which they were already 
subjected). Accordingly the booksellers suggested its 
removal, as it ** would not raise any thing considerable 
to the King, considering that by the best computation 
that can be made, the value of foreign hooks imported 
these late years doth not amount to above £30(K). per 
annum, the vwjurpart of which is imported hy French 
Protestant refugees for their poor livelihoods Speak- 
ing of the great risks to which booksellers were subject, 
they declare that " generally more than half the books 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



98 



WILLIS'S CURRENT NOTES 



they import lie upon their hands for seven years, and at 
last become waste paper.*' 

" Reasons humbly oifered, &c. for Freedom of Trade 
in la^dul Books." 

At the present moment, when " the Association" is 
defunct, and Free Trade has shed its golden light over 
the dim regions of the " Row," the pamphlet I have 
quotetl will afford some interesting particulars of the 
book monopolies of the seventeenth century. "The 
trade of printing,'' says the author, who was quite a 
Gobdenite in his ideas, "hath been an ancient manu- 
facture of this kingdom, and as such fit to be encouraged 
for the public good ;" yet it seems that by the monopoly 
of the Stationers' Company, the price of books was en- 
hanced, and booksellers impoverished. It is well known 
that King James granted the Stationers' Company a 
license to print and sell all Primers, Psalters, Psalms, 
Almanacs, &c. to the exclusion of all others. By these 
means they pocketed about twelve per cent, Wsides 
" other fTe<juent and more private dividends." Our own 
printers bemg thus restrained, the greater part of the 
printing trade was carried hence into Holland, where 
English Bibles, Prayer Books, and a host of others, 
flo<Kled the market of all our foreign plantations, Ireland, 
Scotland, &c. for the gain of above cent per cent to the 
traders therein. We mav form some idea of the extent 
to which this was carried, when we find that one mer- 
chant imported nearly twenty thousand Bibles yearly, and 
that a Jew named Athias, since 1 662, printed more books 
of this kind than any four oflhe trade in England. Vast 
quantities of these books were seized by the patentees, 
and the persons in whose hands they were found rigo- 
rously prosecuted. The penalty being 6s 8d per copy, 
exorbitant sums of money were easily extorted. They 
do not appear to have been over-scrupulous in the trans- 
action, lor we are told, that when they had amassed a 
sufficient number of these Holland-printed books, they 
stopped their own presses, and threw them again into 
the market. Having accomplished this worthy proceed- 
ing, they pounced on the books they had themselves dis- 
tributed, fined the owners a second time, and so managed 
to reap a somewhat more profitable than honest harvest. 

"They joined together," says our freetrader, *'and 
bought three horses, and sent their own clerk and beadle, 
and a secretary e messenger, to ride all England over to seize 
on the books in their patents." 

Writs were then issued against the offending parties, 
who were forced to pay exorbitant compositions. " Mr. 
John Jekil stood trial for about twenty-five bibles before 
Judge Hales, and paid 6.» 8rf per book for the Bible to one 
patentee, and 6* Sd per book for the Psalms to the other 
patentees," — though, but one book, yet, thus divided, two 
penalties were enforced. It cost Mr. Jekil about £50. ; 
and the noise of this trial so frightened the poor country 
booksellers, that they came up to town, or sent to their 
I>ondon agents to compound with their prosecutors at any 
rate. 

Authors also had to pay a premium for commenting 
on any portion of their text, or were forced to sell their 
copyrights to them for one-fourth of the price others 



would have given, if they had license to print them. 
Dr. Hammond, Poole, and many other " reverend and 
learned authors" were thus fleeced for using the text of 
the Bible to comment upon. Others who quoted Virgil, 
Ovid and Terence, were compelled to share the same fate. 

"If," exclaims the author of the pamphlet, " the mann- 
facture of printing were left free as other trades, it would 
employ above double the number of printers that are in 
England. Freedom of printing here would soon produce a 
manufacture to export, as well to our plantations as to those 
very countries who now furnish us and them ; whereby the 
King's customs would be advanced, the merchant enriched, 
and the printer and bookbinder employed — which by these 
monopolies have been hitherto frustrated." 

The author next exposes the abuses of the licensing 
system, and flatly accuses Sir Roger L* Estrange, licenser 
of the press, of having caused multitudes of books to be 
seize<l as seditious, and afterwards " underhand sold 
again by cartloads." Things went so far that even bills 
for stage coaches and play-bills were forbidden to be 
printed without a license. One house paid £8. or £10. 
a year for this. 

" There is no authorized licenser," sarcastically ex- 
plains our freetrader, " for talking, preaching, writing, 
but men may speak, preach and write at their peril ; 
and why should they not print and publish at their 
peril too?" 

It would appear, that although the Stationers* Com- 
pany numbered nearly a thousand members, yet about 
twenty only enjoyed the monopoly — the rest were ex- 
cluded from any share in the spoil. 

Dublin, December 3, 1852. 
Franking Letters. — Your Correspondent " K" 
(Current Notes, September 1852, p. 74), will find some 
information respecting the privilege of franking letters 
in Ireland prior to the Union, by consulting the " Ge- 
neral Index of the House of Commons of Ireland," 
sub voce " Franhing Letitrs^" A. S. 

P. S. Is not the signature, p. 75, F. P. Strong. 

Coronation by a Pope. 

December 14,1852. 
"A few years before a.d. 1211, Pope Innocent III.* 
had crowned Peter II. King of Arragon at Rome, not 
with a golden crown, but with a crown made of un- 
leavened bread. The reason of it was, that the Pope 
had a design to put the crown upon his head with his 
feet, which Peter would not suffer, whereupon to com- 
promise the matter, this expedient was found out, that 
the Pope should appear to perform the ceremony with 
his hands, out of regard to the bread only." (Kimius' 
Memoirs of the House of Brunswick, p. 9.9.) 

To the Editor of Current Notes. 
Sir,— The above anecdote, apropos of the probable 
Imperial coronation next Spring, may be interesting. 

Y. S. N. 

• The same who afterwards ezcommunicatedi and de- 
priced King John. ^ _,C.CM^oV I 
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The Battle of Waterloo. 

Your Correspondent L. M. would be glad to know 
how it was that a rumour of the defeat of Napoleon at 
Waterloo was heard in London on the day before that 
on which it was officially announced to the ministers. 
I am happily able to satisfy him on this point. — In 
February, 1822, His Royal Highness the late Duke of 
York, the Duke of Wellington, and several other per- 
sons of rank and distinction, among whom were some 
military officers who had served under the Duke, had 
a day's oheasant shooting at Maresfield Park, the 
seat of the late amiable Sir John Shelley, I had 
the honour of being of the party at dinner the same 
evenine. The conversation happening to turn upon 
the difficulty often experienced of getting intelli- 
gence conveyed to and from a country which is the seat 
of war, it was remarked that Jews were often found to 
be quick dexterous messengers. The Duke of York ob- 
served that he understood that one of that race had 
brought to England the earliest intelligence of the 
victory at Waterloo, and asked the Duke of Wellington 
if he knew whether it were so, and how it came to pass. 
The Duke of Wellington replied, that at the conclusion 
of the battle, he felt that courtesy required him to send 
intelligence of the event immediately to the King of 
France, who was then at Ghent. All his aides-de-camp 
being either wounded or terribly fatigued after their 
exertions in the field, he thought of M. Pozzo di Borgo, 
who was at hand, and commissioned him to carry tne 
welcome tidings, who setting out immediately arrived 
at Ghent in the morning when King Louis was at 
breakfast, a crowd of people being in the street, as usual 
before the windows of his hotel. A. Jew among the 
multitude having his curiosity excited by seeing the 
royal party embracing each other, and exhibiting un- 
usual signs of joy, made his way into the house, and 
heard from the domestics the news of the great victory. 
Upon this he speedily posted away to Ostend, and getting 
on board a vessel ready to sail for England, arrived in 
London, where he went first to *Change Alley, and made 
his bar^ins there ; after which he carried the news to 
Lord Liverpool some hours before Captain Percy ar- 
rived from Brussels with the official dispatche s. 

Your obedient servant, J. Mn. 

Holbeacb, Dec. 9, 1852. 

Haunted House at Willinoton. 
The attention of the writer having been called to the 
enquiries of a Correspondent in "Willis's Current 
Notes" for the past month, respecting the haunted 
house at Willington, with the Editor's permission he 
will briefly answer them. The house remains, and is 
occupied by the foreman of the mill and by a clerk, 
with theup families. The noises, &c. have ceased for 
some years, (J. P. himself lived there six years before 
the annoyances commenced, and was afterwards a wit- 
ness of them for seven years, with occasional intermis- 
sion). As to illusion or imposture, there is testimony 
enough to establish facts wholly inconsistent with either 
supposition. J. Procter never saw William Howitt who 
derived his report from other parties cognizant of the 



circumstances, but trusted to his memory in transcrib- 
ing them, which has occasioned several errors ; and the 
story of the old book is one, which the writer believes 
to he altogether a mistake of W. H.'s. Notwithstand- 
ing this bis account is substantially true. Within a 
few years several cases similar to that at Willington 
have occured in various ^arts of England which have 
been some of them published in local newspapers, no 
reasonable solution of them has been afforded, except 
by allowing the intervention of "Spirits." In the 
" British Banner" of the 3rd and 10th ultimo, a case 
of noises in a small and recently built house at Hull is 
circumstantially narrated, which attracted crowds of 
people, and which baffled the vigilance of the police all 
around the house and in every room assisted by a Com- 
mittee of " eight scientific gentlemen'' to discover. 

The writer desires to express his conviction that the 
day is not distant when such subjects will receive a 
more candid and philosophic examination than is now 
generally bestowed on them. j Prqctkr. 

12th November, 1852. 
Camp Ville, North Shields. 

The King op Pamunkie.— I enclose you an accu- 
rate drawing two- 
thirds of the actual 
size of a silver 
plate or badge, 
which came into 
my possession some 
time since with a 
number of medals. 
It is but a trifling 
affair, but should 
you think it worthy 
a place in your in- 
teresting "Current 
Notes," perhaps 
some of your nu- 
merous readers 
may be able to 
throw some light 
as to the where- 
abouts of the do- 
minions of so au- 
gust a personage 
as " Ye Kinff of 
Pamunkie." From 
the engraving be- 
ing apparently of 
the time of Queen 
Anne, I have 
though it probable 
that it may have 
been worn by the 
President or Chair- 
man of one of the 
numerous coffee 




house clubs of that period. 
2, Tavistock Street. 



C. R. Taylor. 
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Rare Old Ballads. 
" A Prognostication upon W. Laud, late Archbishop 
of Canterbury, written a.d. 1641, which accordingly 
is come to pass.— Sold at the Black Bull in Conihill, 
near the Royal Exchange." 

(With a curious sketch of Laud's body stretched on 
the scaffbldf and his bleeding head held vp by the 
executioner.) 

My little Lord, methinks 'tis strange 
That you should suffer such a change 

In such a little space : 
You that so proudly t'other day 
Did rule the King, and country sway^ 

Must trudge to 'nother place. 
Remember now from whence you came, 
And that your grandsires of your name 

Were dressers of old cloth ; 
Go bid the dead men bring their shears. 
And dress your coat to save your ears, 

Or pawn your bead for both. 
The wind shakes cedars that are tall, 
An haughty mind must have a fall, 

You are but low, I see ; 
And good it had been for you still. 
If both your body, mind, and will. 

In equal state should be. 
The King, by hearkening to your charms. 
Hugged our destruction in his arms, 

And gates to foes did ope ; 
Your staff would strike his sceptre down, 
Your mitre would o'ertop the crown. 

If you should be a pope. 
But you that did so firmly stand. 
To bring in popery to this land^ 

Have missed your hellish aim ; 
Your saints fall down, your angels fly. 
Your crosses on yourself do lie. 

Your crafts will be your shame. 
We scorn that Popes with crozier staves, 
Mitres or keys, should make us slaves, 

And to their feet to bend : 
The Pope and his malicious crew, 
We hope to handle all like you, 

And bring them to an end. 
The silence clergy void of fear 
In your damnation will have share. 

And speak their mind at large : 
Your cheesecake cap and magpie gown, 
That made such strife in every town, 

Must now defray your charge. 
Within this six years six ears have 
Been crept off worthy men and grave. 

For speaking what was true ; 
But if your subtle head and ears 
Can satisfy those six of their's, 

Expect but what's your due. 
Poor people that have felt your rod 
Yield Laud to the devil, praise to God, 

For freeing them from thrall : 
Your little ** Grace," for want of grace, 
Mast lose your patriarchal place, 

And have no grace at all. 



Your white lawn sleeves that were the wings 
Whereon you soared to lofty things, 

Must be your (ins to swim ; 
Th' archbishop's sea by Thames must go 
With him unto the Tower below. 

There to be rack't like him. 
Your oath cuts deep, your lies hurt sore. 
Your canons made Scots cannons roar. 

But now I hope you'll find 
That there are cannons in the Tower, 
Will quickly batter down your power, 

And sink your haughty mind. 
The Commonalty have made a vow, 
No oath, no canons to allow, 

No bishops' common prayer ; 
No lazy prelates that shall spend 
Such great revenues to no end 

But virtue to impaire. 
Dumb dogs that wallow in such store, 
That would suffice above a score 

Pastors of upright will. 
Now they'll make all the bishops teach, 
And you must in the pulpit preach. 

That stands on Tower Hill. 
When the young lads to you did come, 
You knew their meaning by the drum, 

You had better yidded then ; 
Your head and body then might have 
One death, one burial, and one grave 

By boys^ but two by men. 
But you that by your judgments clear, 
Will make live quarters in a year. 

And hang them on the gates ; 
That head shidl stand upon the bridge. 
When your's shall under traitors trudge, 

And smile on your missed fates. 
The little wren that soared so high. 
Thought on his wings away to fly, 

Like^ncA, I know not whither ; 
But now the subtle whirlywind, 
Debauck, hath left the bird behind. 

You two must flock together. 
A bishop's head, a deputy's breast, 
A FincK's tongue, a wren from's nest. 

Will set the devil on foot ; 
He's like to have a dainty dish. 
At once both flesh, and fowl, and fish, 

And Duck and Lamb to boot. 
But this I say : though your lewd life 
Did flU both Church and State with strife, 

And trample on the crown ; 
Like a blessed martyr you will die 
For Church's good ; she riseth high 

When such as you fedl down. 



G. Willis hegs to tliank his Correspondent for the 
trouble he Jias taken in transcribing the above rare 
Ballady which the latter believes has not been re- 
printed since its first publication. O, W, takes the 
present opportunity of remarking that he wUl at all 
times feel grateful for the transmission of any curious 
MS. articles of a similar character. 
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Arms of ths Isle of Man; or, the Three 
Seasons of the Ancients. 

As this subject is interesting I revert to it again : the 
word Autumn is nowhere to be found in the Bible, and 
the Jews evidently had only two seasons, Winter and 
Summer, the reign of the bad and the good principle : 
one commencing at the Autumnal Equinox ushered in by 
the Serpent, the other at the Vernal Equinox ushered in 
by the Ijamb, " and Summer and Winter, and day and 
night shall not cease." (Genesis viii. 22.) " And I will 
smite the Winter house with the Summer house." 
(Amos iii. 15.) This last expression furnishes a key to 
the meaning ; the Good Principle destroys the works of 
the Batl, t. e. the Lamb destroys the works of the Ser- 
pent, " that old Serpent the Devil.*' As mankind ad- 
vanced in civilization, three Seasons were instituted, and 
then four. I shall now shew that there are several 
circumstances of an extraordinary nature in the Roman 
Catholic system, in reference to the third Season, which 
will go far to prove that their priesthood have corrupted 
the Gospels, and not content with the grand and beau- 
tiful religion of Jesus, have added to it the ancient 
mythos of the Sun. 

Hyde in his Commentaries on Ulugbeigh, states in 
the article on Cancer, that " prima Stella (in Cancer) 
Arabibus vocatur Ma' laph, t. e, Prsosepe. idem quoa 
Grasc. ^arvri, Vocatur item Al Nethra.'' p. 35. 

" Al Nethra est una ex mansiouibus Lunee qua con- 
stat duabus stellisy p. 35. 

" StellcQ quarta ac quinta Arabice audiunt Al Hima- 
rcin «. e. Duo Asini, qui in dicto preesepi pascere 
videntur. GrsDcis, 'Ovoi vel 'Ovicrcoi Aselli." p. 36. 

Here then we have the important fact that m Cancer 
which is at the Summer Solstice there are two stars 
called the Asses, and by the Greeks called both Asses, 
and little Asses, together with two others called the 
Crib, or Manger. " in which they seem to feed." It 
follows from the above that the Sun necessarily attains 
the summit of his glory, or in other words rides in 
triumph into his domicile on an Ass. It is known also 
that the Sun having arrived at that point (June 21) was 
said in ancient rehgions to have triumphed, or gained 
the victory, and after that to be in a state of repose 
before he began his downward career. It is known also 
there were two doors or gates of heaven, one in Cancer 
and the other in Capricorn. Let us now examine the 
circumstances related in the Gospels. They arc these : 
" Two asses are at Bethphage on the Mount of Olives." 
(Matt, xxi.) 

" A Colt whereon never man sat is tied by the door 
WITHOUT in a place where two ways met.^" (Nf ark xi.) 

There " is peace in Heaven and glory in the Highest." 
(Luke xix.) 

** They took branches of palm trees, and went forth 
to meet him." (John xii.) 

Why has Matthew two asses, and one of them a little 
ass ? I reply, because there are two stars called asses, 
and by the Greeks called also little asses. 

And why at Bethphage ? Because Bethphage is a 
word signifying House of meeting, from /T^^ house, and 



2^35 to meet ; and the two stars called Asses are at the 
Summer Solstice where two ways meet ; Bethphage may 
also mean Eating House, from H^^ house, and ♦ayw to 
eat, and may allude to the Crib, or Manger, the eating 
house of the asses, " qui in dicto prsesepi pascere viden- 
tur." And why the Mount of Olives? Because the 
Sun having attained his utmost height was allegori- 
cally said to be on a mountain, and after that to be in 
a state of repose, or peace, of which the olive was the 
symbol. And why an ass on which no man ever sat ? 
Because it is the Zodiacal Ass on which no man ever 
sat, or ever will sit. And why is the ass tied to the door 
WITHOUT in a place where two ways met ? I reply, be- 
cause the Zodiacal Ass is fixed or tied to Cancer on its 
shell OUTSIDE, (t. e. without) and which was one of the 
doors of Heaven, and is at tne Summer Solstice, which 
is the place where two ways met. And why peace in 
Heaven and glory in the Highest ? Because the Sun 
having attained the highest pitch of glory at the 
Summer Solstice, then goes into a state of repose ac- 
cording to the opinion of the ancients ; and consequently 
there is peace in heaven. And why do the multitude 
bring branches of palm trees? Because the Sun hav- 
ing attained the height of his power, and gained the 
victory, the symbol of the Sun and of victory is pre- 
sented to him, viz. the palm. 

It follows from the above that the triumphal entry is 
an allegory upon the Sun at the Summer Solstice, and 
belongs equally to the Heathen and Christian religions. 
It is evident the time has arrived when a separation 
must be made between what constitutes the simple and 
beautiful religion of Jesus, and the mythos added to it 
in a subsequent age by the Catholic Priesthood. 

Diagram illustrating the three Seasons, and the con- 
test between the two principles of Light and Darkness. 
Triumphal entiy. 
Summer Solstice. 
PUce where the two waji met. 



Introdnc- 
tion i>r era 
by the Ser- 
pent Win- 
ter. 




Birth in a iUble. 
Winter SolsUce. 



Holbeach, Dec. 10, 1852. 



F. Snaith, M.D. 



The controversy respecting the** Arms of the Isle of 
Man" having already occupied considerable space, the 
publisher respectfully intimates that he cannot admit 
any more articles on the subject. f^ OO 

_ Lyiin® — 1 <3"^ 
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Arms of the Isl£ of Max. 

YoDB Correspondent Dr. Snaith says, " there is nei- 
ther difficulty nor mystery** in this subject, yet I hope 
I may be allowed to say that his dissertation has, in my 
opinion, only made it darker ; and I beg to submit to 
your readers my own more lucid and veracious account 
of the matter. It is well known that the Isle of Man 
was formerly rather a dependency than an integral part 
of the British Empire, and being governed by its own 
laws, and ei\joying peculiar privileges, was long, and 
perhaps is now, resorted to as an asylum by fugitive 
debtors, who were vulgarly said to have given their cre- 
ditors lep bail. Now this, I think, wiU explain the arms 
in question, for the three legs represent the refugees who 
fled to the island from the three neighbouring king- 
doms, and the spurs upon the heels are emblematical 
of the speed with whicn iJiey fled from their creditors. 

I am aware. Sir, that this explanation wiU not satisfy 
all your readers, but I cannot believe that any who 
approve the Doctor's inferential and take-for granted 
style will object to it. Calbb Grsbnsfjegs. 

December 11th, 1852. 

To F. Snaith, M.D. 

Sir,— A tripod was, primarily ^ a sacred symbol of the 
Trinunity ; secondly, " it expressed some priesthood or 
sacerdotal dignity." Spanheim. ** Aseat or stool whereon 
the priests and sybils were placed to render araelesJ* 
Lond. Encyc. which expresses exactly the Chinese Una, 
a tripod. See two of the very ancient figures in Hager s 
Chin, symbols and hieroglyphs, p. xxxvi. In the last 
the real nature and use of the seat is beautifully de- 
scribed, viz. the mouth or speech between two props or 
serpents: these serpents can only mean the ^xxl and 
the bad spirit. The tripod never did and never could 
refer to three seasons of the year. 

In describing the number of seasons, you have omitted 
the one season and the Jive seasons, and have fixed 
upon the three seasons merely to make the tripod re- 
present Spring, Summer, and Winter ! But here again 
the Chinese, Sanscrit, Egyptian, and other laneuages 
are against you. Spring is thus described; *^the&e' 
ginning of Summer, presenting the sun." See Oriental 
Zodiac. Autumn is thus described: "the departing 
of Summer, gathering in the fruits of the earth,'* &c. 

With regard to your diagram, I have merely to say 
that you would have done better to have taken for your 
model the Oriental Zodiac, of which Sir William Jones 
says in the Asiatic Researches, vol. ii. p. 289, that it 
" was probably invented by the Jirst progenitors of the 
Hindu race liefore the dispersion,'' and ** three of the 
figures I firmly believe, from internal and external evi- 
dence, to be more than three thousand years old," 
p. 305. To which I beg to add that ^more than three 
must have been as old as the time when astronomy was 
Jirst studied. Sat est. 

I had almost forgotten the advertisement, " wanted a 
person of erudition, &c.*' ToUite cachinnum. There 
are two deities of the name of Serapis ; the first is the 
symbol of Spring, and the second of Autumn, and may 



actually be identified with Autumn. " Tarov oc /i«v Aia 
TO /Aodiov €X€iv €v Tti KifaXt/.'* Suidas. He may be 
supposed to he the gatherer in of the fruits of the 
earth, the collector of the autumnal harvest. But the 
poet Thomson in his description of Autumn will not per- 
iiaps be excelled in the present day. 

Mr. S. must not suppose that I can spend more of my 
time in replying to such flimsy criticisms. 

Soathwick near Oondl^ Yours truly, 

December 3rd, 1852^ T. R. Brown. 

Arms of the Isle of Man. 

Your learned Correspondent, the Rev. T. R. Brown, 
has called the attention of your readers to the Arms of 
the Isle of Man, and has pointed out the curious fact of 
the existence of figures nearly resembling those arms, 
one on an ancient Sicilian coin, and another in an en- 
graving in "Gesenii Monumenta Phoenicia.'* Tlie 
trifling diflerence between the figures is that whereas 
the Mona device has simply three legs joined together, 
with spurs at the heels, and the motto, or legend, " Quo- 
cun<}ue jeceris stabit** (as may be seen in the coins of 
the island, one of which I have before me, of the year 
1786), the fipre in Gesenius has a human face in the 
centre, and that on the Sicilian coin has, in the same 
place, a hlank shield, and something like a spike of 
Egyptian wheat, or of maize, between the legs. It 
would be historically interesting, and would gratify a 
rational curiosity, if this resemblance should lead to the 
discovery that commercial, or any other kind of inter- 
course had in ancient times existed between the shores 
of the Mediterranean and this little British island, of 
which at present there appears no other trace. In the 
mean time, it is impossible not to pity the weakness and 
blindness of another of your correspondents, F. Snaith, 
M.D. of Holbeach, who has found in this subject occa- 
sion, by the help of scraps of second-hand learning, 
raked together out of the rubbish of French sophistry, 
to insinuate opinions antagonistic to the sacrea truths 
of Christianity, and, by mixing them up with heathen 
fables, to endeavour to make them appear equally worth- 
less. By his " Ipse Dixit,** he has converted the three 
spurs at the heels of the device, and the face in tho 
figure in Gesenius, into four suns, which seem, by their 
excess of light, to have blinded the doctor, or so dazzled 
his eyes, that he can see nothing clearly. In that pro- 
phetic and most sublime description of the last judgment, 
given by our Saviour in the 25th chapter of St. Mat- 
thew, he can see only a fabulous allegory ; and he is of 
opinion that if a history of Serapis, the Egyptian Pluto, 
or god of darkness, whom he identifies wi3i Autumn, or 
the season which declines into dark winter, " were writ- 
ten by a person of erudition, it would be found so inter- 
woven with the doctrines of Christianity, as would fill 
the public mind with astonishment ;*' that is to say, 
Christianity would be found to be a compound of dark- 
ness and fable, as absurd as the idolatrous superstitions 
of ancient Egypt. Truly, " light has come into the world," 
but there are men who "love darkness rather than light.** 

Bleak House, Dec. 10, 1852. /^-^ Jarndtcs. 
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Sib William Seoar, Garter. 

In answer to " Heraldicus," in your November num- 
Imif, I send the following, which is from Mark Noble's 
History of the College of Arms : — 

'* His Majesty conferred the title of Knighthood upon 
him (Sir W. S.), Nov. 5, 1616. In the following month, 
incurring the royal displeasure, he was imprisoned. He had 
imprudently given a man the royal arms of Arragon with a 
canton of Brabant, or at least confirmed them, for the small 
sum of twenty- tvro shillings. This man was sent by Brook, 
or Brook sworth, York Herald, the most vicious and aban- 
doned character that ever disgraced any society. The man 
who sued and obtained the grant or confirmation was Bran- 
don, the public executioner. York, finding his diabolical 
scheme succeed so far, shewed the grant to the King, who 
was highly exasperated. But at length the iniquitous busi- 
ness being unravelled, Garter was restored to freedom and 
favour." 

Camden, Clarenceiix, a contemporary, thus speaks of 
this scand^dous business : — 

"Dec. 17, 1616. William Segar, King at Arms, was 
accused of giving the arms of Arragon, with a canton of the 
arms of Brabant, to George Brandon, the hangman of Lon- 
den. This gave great displeasure to the King, but the mat- 
ter was detected, that it was done by the infamous malice of 
Ralp Brookesworth. The Herald, who was an hired emis- 
sary, drew the arms not diasimiUr to those of Arragon, with 
a canton of those of Brabant, and abused the easy credulity 
of Garter, who, for twenty-two shilling8,obtained a con- 
firmation of them, and which he took care to shew to the 
King. Dec. 30th, Garter, York, and other Heralds were 
callwl before the delegates for the Elarl Marshal ; but the 
King, as an example of justice to York for his malicious 
subornation, and to Garter for his easy belief and ignorance, 
and for displaying the arms for so small a sum of money, 
was desirous to punish them ; they were therefore both de- 
livered into the custody of the Marshalsea. Jan. 1, 1617, 
a petition was presented to the King in the name of Garter, 
with the testimony of the Heralds in his fovonr. His 
honesty, integrity and good carriage were so strongly urged 
to his Majesty by the members of the College, that he was 
set at liberty, and in the most honoraUe manner restored to 
all the privileges of his situation." 

In Dallaway's Heraldry, under the head of •* Ralph 
Brooke, or Brookesworth," I find a note containing tne 
following information, from which it appears that before 
Camden*s admission, Brooke's spleen was principally 
directed against Sir William Segar ; of which Bishop 
Gibson relates the following circumstances : — 

" After he (Camden) became a member of the College, 
he discharged his office with great integrity, and maintained 
an amicable correspondence with all his brethren. How 
far his adversary hod a claim to this character, let the fol- 
lowing instance witness. Upon a private pique against one 
of the College, he contrived such a malicious piece of revenge 
as is not commonly heard of. He employed a person to 
carry a coat of arms to him ready drawn, who was to pre- 
tend that it belonged to one Gregory Brandon (a genUeman 
who had formerly lived in London, but was then in Spain), 
and to desire he would set his hand to it. The man does 



his errand, and that there may be no time for consideration, 
pretends that the vessel that was ready to carry it, was just 
ready to sail. He, not in the least suspecting any design, 
without more ado receives his fee, and puts the seal of the 
office, with his own name, to the paper. Presently Brooka 
carries it to Thomas Earl of Arundel (then one of the Com- 
missioners for the office of Earl Marshal), and assured him 
that these were the arms of the kingdom of Arragon, with 
a canton of Brabant ; and that Brandon, to whom he had 
granted them, was a mean inconsiderable man. The Earl 
acquainted the King with the whole matter, and his Majesty 
resolved that the person who had set to the seal should be 
turned out of his place, and upon a hearing in the Star 
Chamber, be severely fined for his affiront to the Crown of 
Spain ; but at the intercession of the Earl of Pembroke, his 
Majesty grew more calm, and was prevailed with to refer it 
to the Commissioners. When they came to a hearing, the 
gentieman who had been thus imposed on, submitted him- 
self entirely to the mercy of the Court ; but withal desired 
their Lordships to consider, that it was a mere oversight, and 
that it was the importunity of the messenger that led him, 
contrary to his usual method, to pass it without delibera- 
tion. Brooke, on the other hand, declared openly in court, 
that it was from beginning to end a contrivance of his own 
to gain an opportunity of convincing their Lordships of the 
sordidness of the other, who for the sake of a fee would be 
guilty of so gross a knavery. They were amazed at the 
confidence of the man ; and when his Majesty heard the 
circumstances of the case, he ordered both to be committed 
to prison ; one for treachery, and the other for negligenoe." 

Broctuna. 
Bury, Lancashire, November, 1852. 

The Tuckers or Lajierton in the Co. or Devon. 
Sir,— -Can any of your readers oblige me with any 
information relative to this family, and more particu- 
larly of Stephen Tucker of Lamerton, to whom Henry 
VIII. gave permission by deed to sit covered in the 
Royal presence, "or elsewhere at his libertie," and 
where the original docnraent is ? They were, I believe, 
connected with the Tuckers, or Tookers of Exeter, of 
which family Robt. Tooker was mayor of the city in 
1538, and whose grandson, Wm. Tooker, was the cele- 
brated Dean of Lichfield. The last representative of 
this branch in Exeter was, I believe, Mr. Wm. Tucker, 
a banker, who has been some time dead. 

Friar Tuck. 

Sir, —Can you furnish me with any particulars of 
Richard Smith, a noted bibliomaniac of the seventeenth 
century, and of whom there is a very rare and fine en- 
graving by W. Sherwin. The auction catalogue of his 
hbrary contains some curious articles ~ volumes printed 
by Caxton, and rare books, " the very insertion of which," 
says Dibdin, " in a bookseller's catalogue, would pro- 
bably now make a hundred bibliomaniacs start from 
their homes by starlight, in order to come in for the 
first pickings." Yours, Ac. 

RUSTICUS. 

Leybum, near Bedale, Yorkshire. 

November 27, 1852. ^-^ ^ 
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Superstitions of Cocknet-land. 

Just now when there is such a lamentable calm in 
the archsBological world, when all the brasses have been 
rubbed, all the walls scraped, and all our counties ran- 
sacked for choice bits of folk-lore to supply the columns 
of your own and contemporary periodicals; I have 
thought that it would not be unacceptable if I were to 
send you a few old-world fragments, from a new source, 
culled not among the quiet nooks of some remote pro- 
vince but gltaned among the range of highways and 
byeways which intersect the heart of noisy, bustling, 
go-a-head Cockaigne! No sneers, Mr. Reader,— that 
pains-taking wight— Pegge, did not consider it beneath 
his dignity to collect the lineal vagaries of the Lon- 
doner, and why should I think it beneath mine to chro- 
nicle his mental ones ? Traces of the genuine Cockney 
race— quiet slow-going folk who smoke very long pipes, 
and tell very long storieg of the riots in the glorious 
days 

" When George the great was king," 
though now, alas ! well nigh extinct, are still to be 
met with in divers places within the reach of Bow bells, 
— the old wards between Barbican and Aldgate to wit, 
and the quaint old portions of Rotherhithe, still known 
among the aborigines by its ancient Saxon name of Red riff. 
Many curious old customs and superstitions long since 
fled nrom politer neighbourhoods still linger among these 
people. In these localities the horse-shocf still asserts 
its anti-magical properties, and here it is that the cun- 
ning woman finds her victims. Your true cockney 
always belongs to the genus ffullibley^m Pepys' time 
he patronized Palmistry and paid a carohts to have his 
nativity cast; now a-days he sends twelve pastage 
stamps to the Original Mesmeric Phenomenon, and 
swallows Elixir Life Pills by the gross. Here are a 
few of the more curious Metropolitan prejvffes which 
are not to be found in Brand or the other collectors : 

A pigeon settling upon a house is believed to be a 
sign of death to some of the inmates. — By a curious 
passage in the Vasanta-Rsyasha-Koona it appears that 
this is also an article of Hindoo belief. 

Live as long as you will there is one thing you will 
never see, and that is a dog following a Jew. 

To meet a clergyman nrst thing in the morning is 
deemed very bad luck. From personal observation I am 
inclined to say the same thins of the tax-man. 

It is a most preposterous thing to eat pig's marrow ; 
everybody knows that it drives people mad. There is a 
curious Welsh proverb in Howell's collection, which 
alleges the same thing. 

Sir Kenelm Digby's doctrine of sympathy finds favour 
in London. It is currently believed (though not, I 
opine, in the latitude of Holywell Street) that a dead 
person's clothes decay as fast as his body decomposes. 

Mr. Calcrafk's Old Bailey manipulations have a very 
sensible influence upon the elements. Just before the 
execution of the Mannings an ancient dame averred to 
me that we should have no change in the weather till 
afW " them willans was worked off." 

Incipient cockneys under twelve months must never 



have their nails cut ; if they should, ten to one but they 
turn out most arrant thieves. 

The Christmas observances of Cockaigne are now, 
alas ! well nigh forgotten, and with the exception of the 
Waits and some of the old customs at the guild-meetings 
of the smaller companies, scJEircely anythmg remains to 
remind us of them. A few dim shadows, however, still 
linger. Many of your country readers may not be 
aware that it is still customary for the I/)ndon chandlers 
to present their customers with small coloured yule- 
candles to be burnt on Christmas Eve. Tliese candles 
are not unlike the tapers we see burning before street 
images of the Virgin m continental cities, and probably 
had a similar origin. The yule-log is also very gene- 
ral. The genuine cockney cannot reconcile the idea of 
Christmas with a coal fire. Among the old standards 
it is taken from the fire when only half burnt, and care- 
fully preserved in the cellar or some other safe place, 
there oeing a belief that its possession is a sovereign 
preservative against fire ! I once knew a man who con- 
sidered a log of this character as safe as a Sun fire po- 
licy. He used to keep a regular series of them under 
his sideboard, and when any one was inclined to be he- 
retical he would point to them triumphantly, — " Them's 
the logs for five year — my house is still standing ;" and 
an inference so obvious and logical it was of course im- 
possible to withstand. 

With many thanks, Mr. Willis, for the able manner 
in which you cater for our nionthly " banquette of plea- 
sant delites," and greeting both yourself and your read- 
ers with that hearty old hnglish salutation, 

9 tntrtte C^x'MxaKm anH a i^appte jpelne l^eare. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. Dryasdust, Junior. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

G. Willis begs to express his acknowledgments for the 
Dumeroas interesting commanications which have been for- 
warded to him, and will feel obliged by the receipt of any 
original articles on subjects, either of a literary or an anti- 
quarian nature. Woodcuts, illustrative of subjects requir- 
ing them, will be executed at his expense. 

All communications intended for insertion in the " Cur^ 
rent Notes" must be accompanied by the Writer's real 
name and address, which are merely required as a guarantee 
of his good faith, and not for publication, except at his 
desire* 

tiktm\ a\^ &tm\ik (Dbiteartf. 

Batlbt (F. W. N.) Miscellaneous Writer, Birmingham. 
Empson, William. (Professor of Civil Law at the East 

India College, Haileybury ; Editor of the Edinburgh 

Review), Haileybury. 10th December. Aged 63. 
GALLABno, D. Bartolomeo. Author of Diccionario 

Critico-Burlesco. Alcoy, Valencia, returning from 

the Baths. About September. 
Leb, Samuel. Late Regius Professor of Hebrew in the Uni- 

versity of Cambridge. Barley Rectory, Herts. Dec. 16. 
McDiARMiD, John. More than 30 years Editor and Pro- 

prietor of the Durnfnee Courier. Lately. 
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